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IT’S END OF THE ROAD AS GOODYEAR BIDS A SAD FAREWELL 



Goodyear site with iconic chimney 


IT was a low key send off but sombre all 
the same. In the shadows of two towering 
silos on Bushbury Lane, a lone mourner 
said a final goodbye to a former industrial 
powerhouse. 

For nearly 100 years Goodyear has been 
every bit as synonymous with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton as the names Sunbeam, Mander, and 
Molineux. At its peak 7,000 workers packed 
the sprawling site sandwiched between the 
railway line and Stafford Road. 

The mechanical clatter of conveyor belts, 
the billowing plumes of smoke, and the 
hustle and bustle of production brought the 
city’s northern fringe to life. 

And for generations of Wulfrunians Good¬ 
year was a way of life. Fathers and sons 


worked side by side as the world’s greatest 
tyre and rubber manufacturer ramped up 
production. 

Its glory years were in the 1980s, making 
tyres for cars, trucks, tractors and Formula 
1 racing teams. Covering 88 acres, the fac¬ 
tory site stretched more than half a mile 
from one end to the other. 

Everybody knew the name Goodyear. It 
was a name the workers and the city were 
proud of. It was a name associated with 
racing stars. And it was a name that graced 
the shirts worn by Robbie Dennison, Andy 
Thompson and Steve Bull. But like so many 
industries, the years have not been kind 
to the business. For many the start of the 
demise was signalled when the iconic blue 


chimney came crashing down in 2008. 

Tyre production stopped some years back 
with the factory focusing on making com¬ 
pounds for factories overseas as well as re¬ 
tread tyres. Its American owners said the 
set up was no longer financially viable, and 
in future the mixing process will take place 
at foreign tyre plants. 

The high cost of the pound on interna¬ 
tional money markets was also cited when 
managing Erich Fric announced the plant 
would close 18 months ago. It is now some¬ 
thing of a bitter irony that ever since the 
value of Sterling has fallen consistently - 
making the UK manufacturing sector one 
of the most competitive in the world. 
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Council issues 15,000 tickets in first 10 months 


ACCIDENT 

Motorcyclist dies 
in Boxing Day crash 

A MOTORCYCLIST died in a four-vehicle 
crash on a busy road outside Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on Boxing Day. 

The rider was killed in the crash, which 
involved two motorbikes and two cars, 
on the A454 Bridgnorth Road at about 
12.10pm outside the Gardenlands Garden 
Centre. Police cordoned off Bridgnorth 
Road for several hundred metres. 

Staffordshire Police patrol cars blocked 
entry to the busy road outside the Fox at 
Shipley pub and at the junction with Brant¬ 
ley Lane so investigations could take place. 

A man who lives near the Bridgnorth 
Road but who wished not to be named, 
said: “There have been quite a few crashes 
in recent years.” 

REPAIRS 


£300KMADE IN 
PARKING FINES 


Temporary closure 
of Civic reception 

THE main entrance and reception of 
Wolverhampton Council’s Civic Centre 
will temporarily close in the new year 
to allow for essential repairs and main¬ 
tenance. 

From Tuesday, a temporary recep¬ 
tion will be located at the back of the 
building off Wulfruna Street. The route 
will be signposted. 

Work is expected to last for up to 
seven weeks. The main entrance reo¬ 
pening will coincide with the unveiling 
of a new customer services area. 

ALCOHOL 


MORE than 50 parking fines a day were handed out on 
average in Wolverhampton in 2016, raking in almost 
£300,000 for the city council. 

Between January and October, 15,050 fines were issued to drivers, 
figures reveal. More than 1,000 people failed to pay, and one vehicle 
alone was issued with 51 fines. A total of £299,568 has been paid from 
the fines. The figures were revealed following a Freedom of Informa¬ 


tion request. The city council insis 
fines isn’t simply a money-making 
exercise. 

A council spokesman said: “We have a 
duty to enforce the law and keep the city 
moving by tackling illegal parking which 
causes congestion, safety issues and incon¬ 
venience for other road users, pedestrians, 
schools and businesses. 

“Our system is fair, all penalties are 
checked thoroughly before tickets are is¬ 
sued and there is a clear appeals process 
open to anyone who thinks a ticket has 
been issued in error.” 

Security 

The spokesman added any income raised 
from enforcement was used to cover the 
costs of the service, including car park 
maintenance and security. Any surplus 
was reinvested into highways improve¬ 
ments, the spokesman said. 

There are two fine rates which the coun¬ 
cil charges, with a higher fee issued in 
the most congested areas of the city. The 
higher rate penalty charge notice is £70, 
which is reduced to £35 if paid within 14 
days, and the lower rate fines issued are 
£50, which if paid within two weeks is dis¬ 
counted to £25. 

The council could have raked in a total 


3 that the system is fair and issuing 

By Nick Humphreys 


of £903,920 if all fines had been paid after 
the two-week grace period, and if all fines 
issued had been paid within a fortnight, 
£451,960 would have been collected, the 
figures reveal. Of the 15,050 tickets issued, 
3,141 were challenged by the recipients, 
with 1,666 resulting in successful appeals. 

The council still stands to make an addi¬ 
tional £64,700 from the outstanding fines. 

The vehicle which was issued with 51 
fines was parked in a public highway and 
eventually moved on by the police. 

The top 10 streets where drivers have 
been nabbed are all in the city centre. 

There were 971 fines issues at Red Lion 
Street, followed by 797 in Cleveland Street 
and 742 in Waterloo Road. Others complet¬ 
ing the top 10 are Wulfruna Street, Queen 
Street, North Street, Thornley Street, Bell 
Street, Clarence Street and Cheapside. 

The worst school area was around War- 
stones Primary, where 39 notices were 
handed out. 

In total, fines amounting to £80,000 have 
been issued to inconsiderate motorists park¬ 
ing outside schools in the last six years. 


The greatest gift of all at Christmas 



Elaine Brindley with baby Rosie and her grandparents, Michael and Vanessa Magee 


IT’S the perfect Christmas gift - but not one that 8.26am weighing 71bs 4oz, after a Thomas the Tank 
Santa is likely to deliver. Overjoyed new mums are engine train. The birth at Wolverhampton’s New 
celebrating having given birth on the big day. Cross Hospital came three days after the due date. 

Elaine Brindley, from Morton Road, Bushbury, While Cody Owen Taylor arrived three weeks 
cuddled little Rosie and declared: “You can forget early, the first Christmas baby to be born in the 
all the other gifts - this is the one I really wanted.” Black Country, at 00.57am, weighing 51b 5oz. 

The 36-year-old has two other children, Jake Mother Shannon Taylor, aged 18, did not have far 
aged four and two-year-old Ben. It was Jake who to go to Russells Hall Hospital, Dudley as she lives 
decided to name Rosie, who came into the world at nearby in Corbyn Road. 


Charity box stolen 
from rail station 


TWO men were being hunted by police for 
the theft of a charity box at Wolverhampton 
train station. 

The two men had been drinking alcohol 
and were sitting in the waiting room on 
platform one. 

They took a charity collection box from 
the information desk in plain view of other 
passengers as they made their way out of 
the station. 

One of the pair even asked for donations 
from passengers. 

The charity collection box was to sup¬ 
port the mental health foundation and had 
approximately £50-£60 inside. 



DEAL DIRECT 
WITH THE OWNERS 




GENUINE NEW YEAR OFFERS! 

We are Wolverhampton’s only “one stop shop” for all your windows, 
doors, conservatories, composite doors, porches, orangeries and 
bifolding doors, which are all manufactured on site 




Visit our new website:- www.ashmoreglass.co.uk 

ASHMORE GLASS 
& MIRRORS LTD 

Units 27-28 Essington Industrial Estate, 
Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA 

SHOWROOM 
NOW OPEN * 
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Telephone: 01902 488334 or 01922 400029 www.ashmoreglass-wolverhampton.co.uk Sales@ashmoreglass.co.uk 
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Pupils get booked up with £5k boost 



Smestow pupils with author Jonathan 
Stroud as part of a library initiative 


A SCHOOL is celebrating a £5,000 
award - meaning it can now expand 
its range of reading books for pupils. 

Staff at Smestow School, in Cas- 
tlecroft, Wolverhampton, say the 
award will help to buy specialist 
reading material which might not 
have otherwise been possible. The 
award has been made by The Foyle 
Foundation School Library Pro¬ 
gramme and follows an application 
from the school. 

School librarian Amanda Wright 
said: “We are delighted. The money 
will be put to very good use in our 
library. While we have maintained 
and managed within the annual 


budget, we have been limited in what 
we can do. It has meant that we have 
not been able to buy in the range or 
number of books which would sup¬ 
port key reading initiatives. 

“This grant will help us in four 
key areas. We started our Acceler¬ 
ated Reading programme last year 
and this has been a success in im¬ 
proving reading levels but we do 
need additional books to continue 
with this project. We are now able 
to do that. 

“We will also now be in a position 
to help those pupils with special ed¬ 
ucational needs more. 

“This includes buying complete 


sets of books appropriate for these 
children. We have also had a lack 
of suitable books for older students 
with lower reading ages. 

“The money will be of great help 
to our high achievers as we have not 
had a large enough range of books to 
keep these pupils engaged. We want 
them to continue to visit the library 
and this in turn will encourage other 
pupils to come along. We can now 
also improve our careers section.” 

Smestow School is part of the Edu¬ 
cation Central Multi Academy Trust 
and is one of 13 schools within that 
trust. It became an academy two 
years ago. 


Drivers warned as bus 
lane cameras on way 


THREE new bus lane cameras 
are to be introduced across the 
city, it can be revealed today. 

A camera will be installed in Dar¬ 
lington Street in Wolverhampton on 
January 9. 

Two more will be turned on in Wednes- 
field High Street and Hall Street in Bilston 
later next month. All three are restricted 
24 hours a day. The newest additions will 
bring the amount of bus lane cameras in 
the city up to 12. 

The cameras are on roads described as 
‘bus gates’, which prohibit any vehicle that 
isn’t a bus, taxi or emergency services ve¬ 
hicle using them. 

There will be a two-week amnesty before 
each camera goes live. The Wednesfield 
High Street has been delayed because it 
requires a special camera, which the coun¬ 
cil is waiting to take delivery of. The Hall 
Street, Bilston camera has been held up 
because placing signs in that part of the 
area is difficult due to traffic rat-running 
through the bus station. 

Simple 

Councillor Steve Evans, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for city environment, said: “This will 
provide a deterrent to motorists currently 
using the bus lanes as short cuts.” 

He added: “There will be a two-week 
amnesty after the turn-on, but then after 
this people will get the fines. The message 
is simple - do not use the bus lanes, which 
are there to free traffic and encourage peo¬ 
ple to use public transport.” 

Many motorists are being caught out in 
the city every day on the cameras already 
in place. 

Some are restricted all day, every day, 
while others are open to everyone outside 
peak hours. 

The latest three are in addition to those 
already installed at Pipers Row, Market 
Street, Stafford Street, Willenhall Road, 
Stafford Street, Wolverhampton Road, 
Wednesfield Road and Cleveland Street. 

Drivers caught using a bus lane will face 
a £60 penalty, reduced to £30 if paid within 
14 days. At the start of the year, 4,000 
warning letters were sent out to motorists 
who used the bus lanes in Pipers Row, Mar¬ 
ket Street and Stafford Street. 


Turfed out by wheel-spinning yobs 



The patch of grass which has been chewed up by car tyres near the city’s Asda superstore 


WHEEL-SPINNING yobs have 
driven over and destroyed new¬ 
ly-laid grass leaving it looking like 
churned up farmland. 

The grass, which was only laid 
recently, had been placed at the 
end of Dunkley Street in the city. 

Since it was laid however, large 
vehicles have driven over the turf, 
turning it into a quagmire of mud 
and ripping the grass to shreds. 

The patch, which is located close 
to Asda, still has the grooves and 
tyre marks from the vehicle visible 


in the dirt, with the top layer of 
grass sheared off. 

Now, the majority of the grass 
lies on the surrounding brickwork, 
where presumably it will die in the 
plummeting temperatures. Earlier 
this year, Swan Park, in Essington, 
was struck by vandals for the sec¬ 
ond time after they tore up surfac¬ 
ing within the children’s play area. 

Wolverhampton’s West Park 
also underwent £150,000 worth 
of refurbishment to its children’s 
play area, though a historic shel¬ 


ter which is believed to have been 
built in the 1800s was burned to 
the ground shortly after work 
began. Councillor Mike Hardacre, 
of Park Ward, said: “This sort of 
mindless, careless vandalism when 
we are trying to keep the city look¬ 
ing beautiful and green is just re¬ 
ally unhelpful and I hope that the 
perpetrators are caught and dealt 
with severely.” 

Councillor Craig Collingswood 
also representing Park ward said: 
“It looks absolutely awful.” 


Police chief 
slams cuts 
as a ‘kick 
in the teeth' 

WEST Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner has branded £100 million 
funding cuts to the force a ‘kick in the 
teeth’ in a letter sent to Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd. 

Analysis shows police force govern¬ 
ment funding will be cut by more than 
£96m next year, despite the high-profile 
government promise that police funding 
will be protected. The Home Office is in¬ 
cluding potential increases in council tax 
with actual government funding. 

Falling 

Mr Jamieson said: “The Policing Min¬ 
ister is trying to say that council tax paid 
by hard working people is in fact direct 
funding. “It is a kick in the teeth to 
council tax payers and just not correct. 

“The Policing Minister is trying to 
cover up his cuts and cling to the myth 
that police funding has been protected 
- it hasn’t. The public may see this as 
a deception. He needs to set the record 
straight urgently. Funding to local po¬ 
lice forces is falling whatever tricks the 
government may employ.” 

He added: “I wish they’d just be hon¬ 
est. Across the country local police forces 
are facing more than £96m in cuts than 
the year before from the government, 
which equates to a potential reduction 
of 2,014 police officers.” 

Focusing on 
funny photos 

THE search is on to find the UK’s best 
photo fails and its organisers are looking 
for people in Wolverhampton to get in¬ 
volved and submit their most hilarious 
photos. 

The team at photo and gift retailer 
Printerpix, is looking for a memorable 
photo with a difference - they want to 
see photos which have left you or your 
family in fits of giggles. 

Recent research by the company has 
discovered that 23.9 per cent of people 
aged 18 to 34 have shared a photo with¬ 
out realising there was something em¬ 
barrassing in the background. 

If you think you have the funniest 
photo, visit http://www.printerpix.co.uk/ 
photofails/ to enter and be in with the 
chance of winning a top of the range 
Panasonic Lumix camera. 

The overall winner will be selected by 
the team at Printerpix once the competi¬ 
tion has closed on January 9, 2017. 

Joy brewing after 
award for best ale 

A WOLVERHAMPTON brewer has 
been presented with the beer of the fes¬ 
tival award from the city’s annual real 
ale event. 

Members of the Wolverhampton 
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 
visited Sacre Brew in Monmore Road to 
make the presentation to its American 
owner and brewer Gwen Sanchirico for 
the Wendigo American IPA ale. 
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Final three 
contenders 
for design 
of i9 site 

THE final three contenders in the 
frame to design the Wolverhampton 
Interchange have been selected by 
the council. 

The companies are battling it out to 
design the i9, the former Steam Mill 
site, and the parcels of land within the 
city’s £132 million transport hub and 
commercial gateway. 

Ten of the UK’s leading archi¬ 
tects and urban design practices put 
forward submissions to be in with a 
chance of being selected. Firms AHR, 
Glenn Howells Architects and Barton 
Willmore made the final shortlist and 
will now present their ideas to a judg¬ 
ing panel at the end of January. 

Criteria 

The chosen designer for the i9 
site, which sits within the city’s In¬ 
terchange development, will then be 
selected by the council and its devel¬ 
opment partner, Neptune Develop¬ 
ments. 

The council’s brief for the i9 said 
it wanted an eye-catching modern 
office building developed opposite 
the award-winning ilO building on 
Railway Drive. To meet the criteria, 
the design also had to be sensitive to 
neighbouring Victorian landmarks 
such as the Chubb Buildings and the 
Prince Albert pub. 

Councillor John Reynolds, cabinet 
member for city economy, said: “The 
response to the competition was phe¬ 
nomenal and we were able to choose 
from a very strong field of competi¬ 
tors. 


SVR is on track as 
figure tops £636k 

More than 100,000 extra shares 
have been sold towards a railway’s 
development. 

Severn Valley Railway said it had 
raised £636,000 through the scheme 
and hopes to raise £2.5 million by 
October for the redevelopment of its 
Bridgnorth station. 

Workmen have already been on site 
sinking foundations and the railway 
said there would be more activity 
early in the new year. 

Share offer proceeds will provide 
improved visitor facilities at the sta¬ 
tion and conserve the existing station, 
which was built in 1862. It will be the 
railway’s most ambitious restoration 
and development in its 51-year his¬ 
tory. 

A busy year packed with sell-out 

Pensioner admits 
two sex charges 

A PENSIONER has admitted sexual¬ 
ly assaulting a 10-year-old boy. Tara 
Singh, 76, admitted two counts of 
sexual assault. Singh, of Park Street, 
Wolverhampton, will be sentenced at 
the city’s crown court on January 11. 


May still flying flag for WRAF- at 95 



May Jones - leading aircraft woman 


SHE played a key role in the Wom¬ 
en’s Royal Air Force during the Sec¬ 
ond World War and now May Jones 
is believed to be the oldest surviving 
member of the WRAF from the West 
Midlands. 

The 95-year-old who lives in Wol¬ 
verhampton joined the WRAF at the 
outbreak of war in 1939, choosing to 
take a military role as opposed to fac¬ 
tory work. 

Working in the administrative 
department, ordering parts for air¬ 
crafts, Mrs Jones worked her way up 
to the role of Leading Aircraftwoman 


(LACW). Originally from Gloucester¬ 
shire, she was moved to the RAF’s 
base in Cosford where she would liaise 
with engineers and spitfire test pilots. 

It was one of those test pilots she 
would later marry, a corporal called 
Les Jones from Bilston. 

The two could hardly wait to get 
hitched, tying the knot in 1945 at the 
end of the war at Coleford Baptist 
Church, Gloucestershire. The couple 
then moved to Wolverhampton, where 
they had two daughters, both now in 
their 60s. 

Their daughter, Marion Collins, 67, 


said: “Mom didn’t have it too hard, 
she was away from the bombings and 
I think they all had a good spirit. She 
must have excelled to reach the posi¬ 
tion she did.” 

It was Wolverhampton Mayor, 
Councillor Barry Findlay, who in¬ 
vited Mrs Jones to a ceremony com¬ 
memorating the Second World War, 
acknowledging her as the oldest local 
surviving member of the WRAF. 

Her husband, Les, died 12 years ago 
and now partially sited, Mrs Jones 
lives in Beacon Centre for the Blind, 
Sedgley. 


Players club together to 
give girl chance to walk 


A YOUNG girl received the ultimate 
Christmas present when Wolves play¬ 
ers clubbed together to give her £8,000 
towards a life-changing operation. 

Four-year-old Jessie-Leigh Smith was born 
with cerebral palsy and her parents have 
been trying to raise £16,000 for an operation 
which could help her walk. 

They had raised £8,000 themselves - and Wolves’ 
players were so touched when they met Jes¬ 
sie-Leigh when she was a mascot for a game against 
Barnsley in September that they decided to stump 
up the rest of the cash between them. 

Wolves fan Jessie-Leigh and mother and fa¬ 
ther Clare and Chris, who are from Low Hill, re¬ 
ceived the most welcome of Christmas donations 
at Wolves’ training ground - and the whole thing 
came as a complete surprise. 

Mr Smith said: “I had no idea whatsoever. I 
turned up, the television cameras were there and 
I thought it was about speculation to do with new 
players coming in. It’s a Christmas present and 
a half! I can’t even show these guys how much it 
means to us. Words aren’t enough.” 

Chatted 

The NHS stopped funding the operation Jes¬ 
sie-Leigh needs - a spinal dorsal rhizotomy oper¬ 
ation - saying that it could not be proved that the 
operation was clinically effective. 

Wolves skipper Danny Batth said the dream was 
that Jessie-Leigh would return as a mascot and 
walk out with the players. 

“We met Jessie-Leigh when she was a mascot at 
the Barnsley game and myself and a few of the lads 
chatted to her dad after the game,” he added. 

“The players got together a few days afterwards 
and just started thinking about if there was any¬ 
thing we could do to help with Jessie-Leigh’s sit¬ 
uation. 

“I put it to the lads in the dressing room and 
we all put some money into a pot and here we are 
now presenting a cheque and hopefully improving 
things for the family just before Christmas. 

“Jessie-Leigh is just a little girl who doesn’t 
know any different. And I think all the lads wanted 
to come together to try and do something which 
might help ease her pain or even help her to walk.” 

Mr Smith is Jessie-Leigh’s full time carer and 
has led the fundraising campaign, with the backing 
of several family members and friends who have 
offered to take part in and organise a host of fund¬ 
raisers as well as donating cash. 

Wolves boss Paul Lambert said the players had 
made an ‘incredible gesture’. 



Jessie-Leigh Smith and father Chris Smith receive a cheque from Carl Ikeme and Danny Batth 


Liam plays Santa to young patients 


ONE Direction star Liam Payne 
got into the Christmas spirit by 
donating hundreds of gifts to 
children in hospital. 

Wolverhampton-born Liam 
contacted the hospital to arrange 
the present drop. 

Leanne Bood, charity co-or¬ 
dinator at Royal Wolverhamp¬ 
ton NHS Trust which runs the 
hospital, said: “I got a call from 
someone who works with Liam 


asking if it was okay for the gifts 
to be delivered. Of course I was 
delighted to and we set about ar¬ 
ranging it. 

Invitation 

“We just want to say a huge 
thankyou to Liam for this won¬ 
derful gesture and also to every¬ 
one who has helped the charity 
this past year.” 


The trust stated that Liam, 
whose popstar girlfriend Cheryl 
Cole is believed to be pregnant, 
maybe invited to New Cross in 
the new year so staff could say 
thank you in person. 

A spokesman added: “He has 
not visited himself but I know 
the invitation for him is going 
out in the New Year. The nurses 
on the ward estimate there are a 
few hundred presents.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Last gig before 
Civic Halls refurb 

THE city’s Civic Halls have held their 
last event before multi-million pound 
refurbishment works get underway. 

Enabling works on the multi-mil¬ 
lion pound refurbishment of the 
Grade II listed venue were completed 
earlier this year, and the doors were 
temporarily reopened in October 
for a host of big-name events, which 
wrapped up with Roy Chubby Brown. 

A contractor will be named in the 
New Year for the main works to start 
in January.The full refurbishment 
will see a new Civic Hall balcony at 
the rear of the hall. 

Book early alert 
as fares to rise 

A TRAVEL booking website is urg¬ 
ing customers to book train travel in 
advance before fares rise in the New 
Year. 

Train fares will be going up by 2.3 
per cent on Monday. This latest rise 
follows last year’s 1.1 per cent in¬ 
crease on fares. 

Jane Edwards, service manager at 
redspottedhanky.com, said: “Plan¬ 
ning your train journey in advance has 
never been more important. 

Train fare increases will obviously 
cause concern for travellers,” she 
added. 

Car dealership 
help for hospice 

A TOYOTA dealership filled a RAV4 
with presents and delivered them to 
Acorns Children’s Hospice to raise 
funds for families across the Mid¬ 
lands. 

Charles Clark Toyota’s, based in 
Bilston Road, Wolverhampton, en¬ 
couraged customers and staff to drop 
off a toy at the dealership. 

Tanya Fellows, Acorns Children’s 
Hospice community fundraising of¬ 
ficer, said: “This campaign was such 
a fantastic idea” 

Cold calls to 'reach 
epidemic proportions' 

MORE calls from claims management 
companies encouraging people to 
make personal injury claims, even if 
they haven’t been injured, will reach 
‘epidemic’ proportions under Govern¬ 
ment plans, lawyers have warned. 

Neil Sugarman, president of not-for- 
profit Association of Personal Injury 
Lawyers said: “The Government’s 
plan is to force vast numbers of in¬ 
jured people through the small claims 
court.This is a business opportunity 
for claims management companies.” 

Gym plan backed 

A GYM will be built in Willenhall af¬ 
ter plans were approved. The plans, 
submitted by Robert Morgan, will see 
two industrial units at Wilkes Street 
transformed into a gym. 

Mr Morgan said: “The gym will 
offer fitness classes for all and boxing 
classes will be available.” 
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7 Cross Street North (off Cannock Road), Wolverhampton WV1 IPP 

01902 871121 WWW.CLASSIC-FIREPLACES.COM 


5 DAY MEGA SALE 

I starts 10am 
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Closed from 12pm SaturdaySIst Doc unt.1 
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EARLY BIRD SALE - 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER ^ jk 
RHODES 


A Happy New Year to you all and my 
continuing thanks. This column could not 
appear without your help. Every day, I re¬ 
ceive letters, cards and emails bristling 
with wit, inventiveness and trivia, plus one 
or two stinkers. Here are some of the best 
of those items from 2016 which began 
with: “A reader writes . . 

“ONLY by banning the sale of 
ready-shredded cheese can we make Brit¬ 
ain grate again.” 

“IN the great scheme of things, are the 
US presidential elections and the poppy 
row with Fifa more or less momentous 
than Toblerone re-designing its chocolate 
bar?” 

“I FOLLOWED a car on the M5 and 
thought its radiator had blown. Turned out 
the driver was smoking one of those va¬ 
pour cigs.” 

“MY daughter tells me that whenever 
she saw a woman put on a hat she thought 
the hatpin went straight through her head.” 

“I WAS sad to read your report on the 
death of the man who invented predictive 
text. After the funeral, will he be created 
or burped?” 

“WHEN my wife was having our first 
baby in 1980 she was advised by the 
health visitor to drink a bottle of Mackeson 
a day She didn’t like the taste. Thankfully, 
I did.” 

“IF any vegan or vegetarian sends me 
their unwanted £5 notes (containing tal¬ 
low), I will ensure they are disposed of hu¬ 
manely.” 

A READER writes: “I don’t know any¬ 
body who looks like John Major, Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown or David Cameron. So why 
do I know loads 
of people who 
look like Jeremy 
Corbyn?” 

“PAUSE and 
think about 
Chinese in¬ 
vestment in the 
Hinkley Point C 
nuclear pow¬ 
er station. I 
bought a Chinese kettle and after 
five days it broke.” 

A READER writes: “I don’t know any¬ 
body who looks like John Major, Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown or David Cameron. So why 
do I know loads of people who look like 
Jeremy Corbyn?” 

“WHEN did the fashion industry decide 
to stitch padded jackets and bodywarmers 
into horizontal tubes? We are quite lardy 
enough without dressing up as the Miche- 
lin Man.” 

“I SAW a recipe published in a glossy 
mag for slow-roast belly pork using ‘pork 
with the bone in’ Since when have pigs 
had belly bones?” 

“LOVED your article on Internet buying. 
I have sold a couple of homing pigeons on 
eBay. So far I have made £160.” 

“AROUND here we get women putting 
the rubbish out in their pyjamas, at mid¬ 
day. Recently in Telford I saw a woman 
mowing the lawn while wearing pyjamas.” 

“WHEN it’s colder in the house than it 
is outside, it’s a baked Alaska day. No it 
isn’t. It’s outclement.” 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Former pupil left £400k to school 


A CITY school is to get a £400,000 re¬ 
vamp of sports facilities after a former 
pupil left cash in his will. 

Graham Aston, who died last year, 
aged 76, after an eight-month battle with 
stomach cancer, attended the school, in 
Wood Road, Tettenhall, from 1949-1957. 

He has left the cash, and specified in 
his will that he would like the squash 
courts to be refurbished. 

The courts, which were built in the 


1980s, will be given a complete overhaul. 

The work will see modern glass re¬ 
placing the existing brick wall, a new 
entrance linking it to the sports hall and 
the latest new equipment. 

School Bursar Chris Way said: “We be¬ 
lieve this is the largest single donation we 
have ever received. 

“We are very thankful to have been re¬ 
membered in this way. 

“It will offer some fantastic sporting 


opportunities to our pupils in the future.” 

Mr Aston, who was born in Bilston, 
also left several paintings to Tettenhall 
College and his collection of books. 

He dedicated a large part of his life to 
helping impoverished families in Para¬ 
guay and Uruguay. 

He had spent part of his working life 
in local government based in West Bro¬ 
mwich. 



Graham Aston 


Killer is found in 
house with a knife 


By John Scott 


A CONVICTED killer was 
found in a couple’s Bilston 
home armed with a hunting 
knife. 

The husband and wife spotted 
Lithuanian Pavel Kolendovich 
through a front room window 
when they returned home. 

They called police, who found Ko¬ 
lendovich - convicted of murder in 
his homeland - to be in possession 
of a hunting knife. 

The 56-year-old had smashed 
his way into the house in Lonsdale 
Road through the back window, be¬ 
fore ransacking rooms for valuables 
while swigging from a wine bottle. 

Prosecutor Edward Soulsby told 
Wolverhampton Crown Court: “The 
husband and wife who live at the 
property had been out visiting rel¬ 
atives and returned on October 16 
at around 8pm. The husband heard 
a great deal of noise. He wisely 
didn’t go into the house, but looked 
through the front window. 

Shadowy 

“He was able to see through all 
the way to the back window. A shad¬ 
owy figure was visible, which turned 
out to be the defendant. A double 
glazed window had been smashed.” 

He added: “Police were called and 
the husband was able to tell them 
where they would find him as he had 
followed him down the street. When 
they arrived he was found to be in 
possession of a hunting knife. 

“There is no criminal record 
against him in this country, but in 
Lithuania he has been convicted 
for a number of offences including 
theft, robbery and, most seriously, 
pre-meditated murder.” 

Kolendovich, from Rosemary Av¬ 
enue in Bilston, who has a previ¬ 
ous conviction for murder from his 
native Lithuania, pleaded guilty to 
burglary and possession of a bladed 
article. He was sentenced to two 
years and three months and told to 
expect deportation on release. 

Defence barrister Jodie Smith 
said: “According to him, the knife 
he had is not prohibited in his coun¬ 
try.” 


20 years on Bully, remember me? 



This little cutie Ellie Bentley is back to meet up again with Wolves legend Steve Bull - 20 years on 


A WOMAN has recreated a photograph taken of her 
with Wolves legend Steve Bull 20 years ago. Ellie Bent¬ 
ley, 20, visited the Merry Hill shopping centre where he 
was promoting his book, Bully - Forever Wolves. 

Ellie, previously been a mascot for Wolverhampton 
Wanderers is an avid season ticket holder. She first met 
the footballer at the tender age of one at a pub when he 
was doing some promotion work. 

She was at the shopping centre recently with her 
mother and boyfriend to get her hands on a copy of the 
book for a Christmas present for her stepfather. 

The 20-year-old, who is an administrator at Russells 
Hall Hospital and a business student at Worcester Uni¬ 
versity, said: “It was a bit awkward at first, trying to 


explain that I wanted to recreate the photo but Steve 
was lovely and I think my stepdad will love the book as 
he’s a massive fan.” 

The book tells the story of Bull’s 30-year association 
with Wolves, charting his remarkable rise to fame and 
his life since hanging up his boots. 

It has been compiled by the Express & Star and 
Wolves and it was written by Wolves reporter Tim Spi¬ 
ers with Wolves media relations manager Paul Berry. 

The book is £14.99. Copies can be ordered at bully- 
bully .net/shop or at the Wolves club shop. They will be 
on sale at the ground before the Sheffield Wednesday 
game on January 2. Check Steve Bull MBE Facebook for 
dates of book signings. 


Patients ‘in 
the dark' 
on way to 
save time 

THOUSANDS of West Midlands pa¬ 
tients are in the dark about digital 
health advances that could save them 
time and the cash-strapped NHS 
money, according to new research. 

Exclusive online YouGov research 
for Pharmacy2U found half of all 
adults, 51 per cent, were unaware 
that electronic prescriptions are now 
available at most GP surgeries in 
England. 

In the West Midlands, 593 GP sur¬ 
geries offer the service yet 40 per cent 
of residents have never heard of the 
service. According to the latest NHS 
Digital data, 87 per cent of GP surger¬ 
ies in England have now switched on 
the NHS Electronic Prescription Ser¬ 
vice - meaning GPs can digitally send 
prescriptions direct to pharmacies. 

Efficiency 

It is designed to speed up the pro¬ 
cess and gives patients across the 
country access to new services, in¬ 
cluding new online home delivery 
pharmacies. 

Daniel Lee, chief operating officer 
and superintendent pharmacist at 
Pharmacy2U, said: “Efficiency sav¬ 
ings must be found if the NHS is to 
continue to provide future genera¬ 
tions with the same level of care as we 
enjoy today. 

“Despite ditching paper in most 
areas of their lives, our survey shows 
many people have been slow to catch 
on to the benefits of new digital ser¬ 
vices available within the NHS, such 
as electronic prescriptions. 

Interns snap up 
a role in Malta 

UNIVERSITY of Wolverhampton stu¬ 
dents have gone the distance by snap¬ 
ping up internships in Malta. 

Ravi Kumar, 21 from Tipton, and 
Kamilah Halliday, 25 from Quinton, 
Birmingham, applied for internships 
through the Santander Universities 
bursary scheme to enable them to get 
work experience during the summer. 

The duo, who are in their final year 
of a Video & Film Production course, 
worked for Paragon Europe for two 
months, designing, creating and film¬ 
ing a video to promote the Santander 
work placement scheme. 

Paragon Europe is a host agency 
managing successful Internship pro¬ 
grammes through various EU mobil¬ 
ity projects such as Erasmus Plus and 
Youth Guarantee. 


'Man on Oss' listed 
plaque is on the way 

A PLAQUE commemorating the 
150th anniversary of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s landmark ‘Man on the Oss’ stat¬ 
ue will be installed after listed build¬ 
ing consent was given. The plaque 
was officially unveiled by The Duke 
of Gloucester on a plinth last month. 


Advertisement 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Wolverhampton & the 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows.. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
^■2?) Trusted 
Trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 


25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 



Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 
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New travel 
app will 
be trialled 
in Midlands 

THE West Midlands is the only place 
outside Finland that will trial a new 
integrated transport system. It al¬ 
lows people to combine all their travel 
needs via their own smartphone. 

The region will be the UK testing 
ground for Whim, an app which has 
been developed in Finland with a view 
to being rolled out worldwide. 

The scheme is a collaboration be¬ 
tween Transport for West Midlands, 
part of the West Midlands Combined 
Authority, MaaS Global of Helsinki, 
and transport providers. 

The concept behind Whim is called 
Mobility as a Service, which aims to 
encourage people to use transport 
other than the private car by giving 
them a travel plan tailored to their 
individual needs. 

Payments 

Users pay for what transport they 
think they will require - ranging from 
car hire to taxis, bus, tram and train 
travel - over the course of a month or 
on a pay-as-you-go basis. 

The Whim app will also establish 
the best journey routes and deal with 
tickets and payments. 

Councillor Roger Lawrence, lead 
member for transport for the WMCA, 
said: “This is a great idea to encour¬ 
age people to consider how they get 
about other than with the private car. 

The pilot will initially run for 12 
months involving up to 500 custom¬ 
ers based in the West Midlands. For 
details on how to apply to take part, 
go to whim app.com/uk. 


Bedrooms scheme 
for pub site hotel 

A HOTEL at a landmark Bilston pub 
site will be converted into house of 
multiple occupation. 

The Old White Rose Hotel, in The 
Orchard, was created by the owners 
of the pub of the same name in 2010. 

But bosses say there is no longer 
the demand for the hotel, which had 
12 bedrooms. Plans approved by Wol¬ 
verhampton council show there will 
be 13 bedrooms spread across three 
floors once the conversion has been 
completed. 

The building to be developed 
stretches back from The Old White 
Rose pub in Lichfield Street. 

Before the hotel was created it had 
been the W illi am Woolley printworks, 
which closed in 2007 with the loss of 
six jobs. 

Quiz for fans of 
TV show Friends 

A QUIZ night for fans of the TV series 
Friends is to be held in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton at Newhampton Arts Centre on 
January 27 at 8pm. It is open to peo¬ 
ple aged 14 plus, teams of two to six. 
Under 18s must be with an adult. 


Bitter blow over Banksy that isn't 



Found on the side of a building 


HIS artwork sells for millions and his 
graffiti courts controversy across the 
globe, but has Banksy brought his 
cans and stencils to Wolverhampton? 

This cryptic piece even includes a 
pint of Banks’s bitter, perhaps a nod 
to the iconic artists’ name. 

The mysterious work, which ap¬ 
peared on a white panel covering 
a derelict shop’s front window in 
Worcester Street in the city centre, 
features a broken ladder with steps 
missing, and a quote “Property lad¬ 
der? Good luck with that”, with the 
beer underneath. 


Many of Banksy’s works depict sa¬ 
tirical messages and dark humour, so 
this piece is in-keeping with his style. 

The city is of course the birthplace 
of many world-renowned street art¬ 
ists including Goldie, who made his 
name by creating spectacular graffiti 
in Heath Town. 

In 2007 he returned to art with 
an art exhibition, “Love Over Gold”, 
which was held at the Leonard Street 
Gallery, London. 

But, after a few phone calls, it was 
revealed that the artwork is simply a 
marketing ploy by Banks’s Brewery. 


Laura Onions, from nearby Temple 
Street Studios, said: “It’s been there 
about a week or so. Funnily enough I 
was having a conversation with some¬ 
body about this yesterday. 

“Unfortunately it’s not a Banksy, 
it’s Banks’s Brewery. Marston’s com¬ 
missioned an artist from Asylum Art 
Gallery to create it as part of market¬ 
ing campaign. 

It’s nice to see art like that in the 
city and seeing creative work. I don’t 
know if they’ll be making any more. It 
looks more interesting than the empty 
shop front as it was.” 


council bid for town fed 
up with city dominance 


‘FED up’ Bilston is considering plans 
to pull away from Wolverhampton and 
have its own council for the first time 
in 50 years, a senior councillor has 
claimed. 

Councillor Stephen Simkins says there is a 
growing body of support within the town to 
have greater decision-making powers, with 
many residents ‘sick to the eye teeth’ of get¬ 
ting a raw deal from Wolverhampton council. 

He said there was a ‘big possibility’ that Bilston 
could follow the example of Tettenhall, which is 
currently bidding for parish council status. 

And the Bilston East councillor says he is ‘110 
per cent’ behind the move, which he says has 
reached tipping point over council plans to build 
a housing estate on playing fields in Prouds Lane. 

Mr Simkins said: “In Bilston there is a lot of 
support for us pulling away from Wolverhampton 
Council. People have been keeping a close eye on 
what is going on in Tettenhall and it is likely that 
if they form a parish council, we will push to do 
the same. It will not be easy and I fully understand 
that the powers we would get would be limited, but 
this town has been in the doldrums for far too long. 

Environmental 

“We have never really recovered from when the 
Tories shut down the steelworks in the 70s. People 
in Bilston feel we get a raw deal when it comes to 
investment and a lot of folks are sick to the eye 
teeth of having to play second fiddle.” 

Bilston had its own council up until 1966. Be¬ 
coming a parish council would give Bilston de¬ 
cision-making powers on issues including car 
parking, conservation, planning and environmental 
measures. Four years ago a campaign group drew 
up plans for a town council in Bilston, although the 
scheme came to nothing. 

Tom Larkin, a former Bilston councillor and 
a resident in the town, says it was far better off 
under Bilston town council. When it all changed 
we were promised that once the new local authority 
was established it would not be remote,” he said. 

“Unfortunately Wolverhampton Council has be¬ 
come detached from Bilston to the point where a lot 
of people here feel they have been let down. This 
dissatisfaction is likely to increase when the up¬ 
coming West Midlands Combined Authority comes 
into being. For many people in Bilston having a 
parish council will be seen as a stepping stone to 
restoring the town’s identity.” 

Wolverhampton Council is in the midst of a com¬ 
munity governance review to determine Tetten- 
hall’s suitability for a parish council. 



View of the High Street, Bilston looking from Church Street junction 


Backing given to freight hub protest 


A GROUP protesting against 
plans to build a freight hub in 
Gailey has been backed by a par¬ 
ish council. 

The West Midlands Inter¬ 
change is set to be built between 
Junction 12 of the M6 and the 
main A449 Stafford Road on the 
southern side of the A5 under 
plans announced earlier this 
year. The scheme will include a 
rail terminal with 17 warehouses 


and service buildings which are 
around 800,000 square metres 
in size. 

After a meeting held with 
members of the Stop The Gai¬ 
ley Freight Hub action group, 
Councillor David Clifft of Ess- 
ington Parish Council, says the 
authority will lend its support to 
the group as it rallies against the 
controversial plans which have 
been put forward. 


Councillor Clifft said: “Ess- 
ington Parish Council is going to 
offer its support to the Stop The 
Gailey Freight Hub group and 
will be helping them with organ¬ 
ising meetings and getting their 
message out there. 

“So far they have had a great 
reaction from the public and 
MPs and we want to support 
them in their battle to stop this 
hub from being built.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Steel workers 
aid food bank 

STEEL workers in Wolverhampton 
have donated items to a food bank in 
the run-up to Christmas. 

Employees of British Steel at Wol¬ 
verhampton Metal Centre handed 
over the goods at the Great Barr food 
bank. UHT milk, tinned goods and 
cereal were among the items donated. 

Tina Reece, business manager at 
the Wolverhampton Metal Centre, 
said: “All staff felt privileged to be 
able to donate to the local food bank 
to help families in need locally.” 

Food banks have been set up across 
the country. 

Victory roar over 
high zoo numbers 

IT’S been a roaring trade at Dudley 
Zoo this year as bosses celebrate the 
highest visitor numbers in more than 
three decades. 

The Castle Hill attraction has wel¬ 
comed its 300,000th visitor through 
the turnstiles as it prepares to mark 
its 80th birthday next year. 

Chief executive Derek Grove, who 
only took over the site last April with 
his family, is delighted with the in¬ 
creasing numbers, which are 10 per 
cent up on last year, and almost dou¬ 
ble those they were seeing through the 
turnstiles 10 years ago. 

Police cadet ranks 
are topping 2,000 

A JUNIOR police cadets group is cel¬ 
ebrating after it attracted more than 
2,000 youngsters to its ranks. 

Staffordshire Police’s junior police 
cadets saw its numbers swell to 2,016 
people since it started in 2014. 

The scheme was set up by Stafford¬ 
shire’s Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner, Matthew Ellis, two years ago. 

The scheme is for eight to 10 
year-olds in Staffordshire and Stoke- 
on-Trent. Details on www.stafford- 
shire-pcc.gov.uk/junior-police-cadets 

Workers are praised 
as first class by MP 

ROYAL MAIL staff had a special vis¬ 
itor when South Staffordshire MP 
Gavin Williamson popped in to see 
how they were coping with the Christ¬ 
mas rush. 

He visited the Wombourne delivery 
office and was shown around by the 
manager Wendy Smith. 

Mr Williamson said: “At no other 
time is the hard work and dedica¬ 
tion of postmen and women clearer. 
I thank them for the extraordinary 
lengths they go to” 

Low on written cards 

RESIDENTS in Wolverhampton 
were least likely to send handwritten 
Christmas cards, says a survey. 

One Poll surveyed 2,000 people 
across the UK. It showed that 92 per 
cent of Brits send cards with most 
sending on average 16 or only 10 in 
Wolverhampton. 


Simply 

Coopdent., 

Simpfy 

NatufoL. 



Creating beauty 
in every sms'* 


Find vis at our purpose designed, {round 
floor c *nic w4h freo local 
parking and bus routes nearby. 

Roseville Smiles wftti Simply Dentures 
16*17 Roseville Precinct. Castle St 
Cosclcy, WV14 9fcP 


l dfUcun 

Mr froefcn. otporr 

GDC Mn U4479 


C_ 01902 664634 
www.simplvdentures.net 


When dentures become worn down they may not onty cause problems 
w*th eating but aho knock your confidence to smile and talk. Our patient 
Grace Dodd have left 4 Ur too long siore she had her Ust set of dentures 
and was feeing embarrassed by her smile Trust*ng us with your new 
smile is something that we don't ta «c for granted. Dunng our consultat on 
discuss what you would like to achieve with charging your dent ires. 

We take our time to develop a c lose won* me 
relat onship with all our patients Grace said 
“1 am really pleased with my new dentures". 
She added that she was "ve^y impressed 
with the way Simply Dentures is run* ard 
that she "will be only to glue to tell people, 
vary good vi ail atoects* W* g v- individual 
care for successful smiles. 

Call us on 01902 M>4644 for your free 
personal consultation. Out of hours denture 
repairs are available on0758C 929233. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


This road 
will lead 
to more 
problems 

HOW to win friends and influence people. 
Concerned about the growth in traffic 
congestion, a group of Liberal Democrat 
peers have come up with a brilliant idea 
to make the roads flow more freely. Hand 
over powers for traffic enforcement to lo¬ 
cal councils. 

The peers want local authorities to fine 
motorists for minor ‘moving traffic’ mis¬ 
demeanours, such as getting stuck in a 
box junction or taking a wrong turn. Yip¬ 
pee! What’s not to like? Instead of leaving 
traffic enforcement to the discretion of 
trained police officers, whose main con¬ 
cern is about road safety, why not hand 
it over to a bunch of council jobsworths 
who will probably dress up like the Red 
Army and monitor our every move by a 
network of CCTV cameras that Kim Jong 
Un would consider a touch oppressive. 

On the plus side it will do wonders 
to relieve the black holes which exist in 
council finances because they will be 
allowed to keep all the fines they issue. 
And, of course, it will be in the councils’ 
interests to make the roads as compli¬ 
cated and confusing as possible, as that 
way they will rake in more cash. 

You only have to look at the bus lane 
camera that Wolverhampton Council in¬ 
stalled in Heath Town last year. Many 
drivers complained the angle of the road 
forced them to briefly cross into the bus 
lane while performing a legitimate U-turn. 
But never mind, it nabbed 10,000 motor¬ 
ists in 12 months, in a city with a popu¬ 
lation of less than 250,000, that is some 
going, and generated about £635,00 in 
fines. Nice one, drinks all round. 

But had it reduced traffic congestion? 
Dream on. If the powers-that-be were se¬ 
rious about that, there is a simpler, more 
effective solution. Double the space on 
the road by removing the bus lanes. 

□ □□ 

EMILY Norton was a vivacious young 
hairdresser with everything to live for: a 
young child, a loving family, and a bright 
future ahead of her. Tragically, she was 
killed when in a collision with a lorry while 
cycling to work near her home in How- 
den, east Yorkshire. 

It is thought Emily had been listening 
to music on headphones, and a coroner 
ruled that this may have been a contrib¬ 
utory factor in her death. Rospa has told 
cyclists not to wear headphones, but it’s 
not just cyclists, is it? 

Everywhere you look today, there 
are young people aimlessly wandering 
around in a world of their own, oblivious 
to their surroundings. Accidents just wait¬ 
ing to happen. 

Why do people find it necessary to 
spend their every waking moment listen¬ 
ing to music? I like music as much as an¬ 
yone, but there is a time and a place, and 
that is certainly not while walking around 
busy traffic. 

People should learn from this tragedy. 



Steve Bull with PM John Major and Wolves boss Graham Turner Ray Egan, in John Bull garb at the Goodyear factory gates Factory workers at the Bushbury Lane plant in the 1960s 

Love affair’s over, as 
Goodyear finally ends 


History in the making - a worker on the production line at the world-renowned factory 


ROB GOLLEDGE recounts the 
sad final chapter of Goodyear, 
the once-vital cog in the wheel 
of Wolverhampton’s industry 


IT WAS a low key send-off but som¬ 
bre all the same. In the shadows of 
two towering silos on Bushbury 
Lane, a lone mourner said a fi¬ 
nal goodbye to a former industrial 
powerhouse. 

For nearly 100 years Goodyear has 
been every bit as synonymous with Wol¬ 
verhampton as the names Sunbeam, 
Mander, and Molineux. 

At its peak 7,000 workers packed the sprawl¬ 
ing site sandwiched between the railway line 
and Stafford Road. 

The mechanical clatter of conveyor belts, 
the billowing plumes of smoke, and the hus¬ 
tle and bustle of production brought the city’s 
northern fringe to life. And for generations of 
Wulfrunians Goodyear was a way of life. 

Fathers and sons worked side by side as the 
world’s greatest tyre and rubber manufacturer 
ramped up production. Its glory years were in 
the 1980s, making tyres for cars, trucks, trac¬ 
tors and Formula 1 racing teams. Covering 88 
acres, the factory site stretched more than half 
a mile from one end to the other. 

Proud 

Everybody knew the name Goodyear. It was 
a name the workers and the city were proud 
of. It was a name associated with racing stars. 
And it was a name that graced the shirts worn 
by Robbie Dennison, Andy Thompson and 
Steve Bull. But like so many industries, the 
years have not been kind to the business. 

Orders declined and technological advances 
led to job losses. For many the start of the de¬ 
mise was signalled when the iconic blue chim¬ 
ney came crashing down in 2008. 

It was seen as a metaphor for what would 
come. Tyre production stopped some years 
back with the factory focusing on making 



John Philpin, with the iconic chimney in 2008 

compounds for factories overseas as well as 
retread tyres. It remained a crucial part of the 
operation. 

Nevertheless, the firm’s American owners 
said the set-up was no longer financially via¬ 
ble, and in future the mixing process will take 
place at foreign tyre plants. 

The high cost of the pound on international 
money markets was also cited when managing 
director Erich Fric announced the plant would 
close 18 months ago. 

It is now something of a bitter irony that 
ever since the value of Sterling has fallen con¬ 
sistently - making the UK manufacturing sec¬ 
tor one of the most competitive in the world. 

On the eve of production coming to an end 
for the last time there was an eerie but reflec¬ 
tive silence at the historic site. This day had 
been coming for many months. Some had pre¬ 
dicted it years earlier. Despite that, it didn’t 


make it any less strange or any less difficult 
to deal with. 

One of just a handful of the remaining work¬ 
ers occasionally passed the building’s red-brick 
facade pushing a wheelbarrow. And the sole 
security guard escorted out the final lorries. 

Even the sign - ‘Goodyear Dunlop, United 
Kingdom and Ireland’ - proudly displayed 
above the entrance looked jaded. It felt barren. 
Stripped of purpose. Stripped of life. You could 
tell it was the end of something special. 

A coffin was poignantly placed in front of 
the gates signalling the death of another major 
British industry. 

“Like so many others, we lose another Mid¬ 
lands giant,” said industry campaigner Ray 
Egan. “It is deeply, deeply sad. To see it as it is 
today leaves a lump in my throat.” 

And what now for the workers and their 
families? Their Christmas was surely tainted 


by an uncertainty for what 2017 holds in store. 
Motorists tooted their horns in solidarity as 
they drove past the site. 

The last few workers will stay on site as the 
year progresses, before the gates really close 
for the first time. 

But the beating heart of the operation is 
now in a state of arrest. 

“People care about this, they really do,” said 
Mr Egan. “Many a tear ought to be shed. And 
they will be shed.” 

It used to be said that when Goodyear 
sneezed Wolverhampton caught a cold. 

It doesn’t bear thinking about what the ap¬ 
propriate analogy would be today. 

Will we see the likes of these giants again? 

Who really knows? 

All we can be sure about is that one of the 
city’s most successful and enduring love af¬ 
fairs is now, regretfully, over. 






SALE STARTS 27TH DECEMBER 2016 


MERRIDALE 

furnishers 

www.merridale-furnishers.co.uk 


With the New Year 
here there's no better 
time to get your 
house just the way 
you want it. 

With our January offers, you're 
spoilt for choice. So why not 
treat you and your family to 
something you can enjoy for 


many years to come. 

Give your home a fresh new 
look with our great range of 
stylish home furnishings. 

We have a gorgeous selection 
of bedroom, living and dining 
room oak furniture. As well as a 
new stunning selection of made 
to measure curtains and blinds. 


Be sure to come in and check our special 

offers 


Call Us: 01902 420699 

Email Us: enquiries@merridale-furnishers.co.uk 

Address: 17-23 Merridale Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9RX 


QUALITY SOLID WOOD FURNITURE IN 



Opening Times: Mon-Sat 9.30am-5pm | Thursday 9.30am-3pm | Sunday Closed 








































Serial arsonist in attack 
on surgery jailed for life 


A MAN who has fantasies about 
setting buildings on fire has been 
give a life sentence after an ar¬ 
son attack on a doctor’s surgery 
in Wolverhampton. 

Carl Mottram was branded a ‘dan¬ 
ger to the public’ by Judge Simon 
Ward after his latest attack at 80 Tet- 
tenhall Road Surgery. 

It was his ninth conviction for arson or 
attempted arson. The 39-year-old told po¬ 
lice that he carried out the attack because 
he wanted to return to Ashworth Mental 
Hospital in Liverpool, where he spent 14 
years from 1996. 

Prosecutor Paul Spratt told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court: “The only damage 
was to the door, which had to be replaced 
at a cost of £500. The practice manager ar¬ 
rived at work at 6.30am on May 9. She was 
greeted by a member of the cleaning staff 
saying there was damage to the door. 

Nurse 

Mr Spratt said the defendant went to see 
a community psychiatric nurse that morn¬ 
ing and admitted to her that he had com¬ 
mitted the arson. 

“He has a mental health condition. His 
motivation seems to have been to get back 
into the secure hospital.There must have 
been some planning on his part. There was 
a serious risk to the man living upstairs. 

The most recent of his eight previous 
convictions was in February 1996 when he 
climbed onto a roof of Bradley senior citi¬ 
zens centre in Bilston and poured flamma¬ 
ble liquid down the chimney. He also threw 
tissue paper and lit matches to try to start a 
fire. It was an unsuccessful attempt. 

Mottram, of no fixed abode, pleaded 
guilty to arson. Judge Simon Ward told 
Mottram:“I have read psychiatrists reports 
about you. You said that you get pleasure 
from setting fires.I have reason to believe 
you are a danger to the public.” 

Judge Ward gave Mottram a life sen¬ 
tence. He can be considered for parole in 
one year and 144 days. 


Artists with their work and the new maps and guides 


A SERIES of maps bringing to life 
the public transport network in the 
West Midlands has been put on dis¬ 
play 

Images were specially commis¬ 
sioned by the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority (WMCA) for each 
area of the region. 

They have now been reproduced 
in pocket travel guides and in post¬ 
ers at travel information points. 

For the central Wolverhampton 
guide, artist Steve Field chose to 
draw the Victorian ‘carriage en¬ 
trance’ to Wolverhampton railway 
station, in contrast with the new 
modernist bus station canopy. 

Creatures at Dudley Zoo were de¬ 
picted by artist Ann Taylor in her 
paintings, with her bold, colourful 


images of a flamingo, an owl, gi¬ 
raffes and a toucan adorning post¬ 
ers across the network. 

WMCA’s transport arm, Trans¬ 
port for West Midlands (TfWM, 
then Centro), jointly funded pro¬ 
duction of the project and some art¬ 
work, with Arts Council England. 

The artists took a variety of ap¬ 
proaches, many choosing to focus 
on local landmarks and architec¬ 
ture, using techniques ranging from 
printmaking to paper cuts, ink and 
watercolour. 

Councillor Kath Hartley, TfWM 
lead for putting passengers first, 
said: “The guides and posters will 
brighten up the network enor¬ 
mously and I can imagine may well 
become collectors’ items.” 




LANCASTER LAND ROVER WOLVERHAMPTON 
NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 

ENJOY LAND ROVER SERVICING FROM £2490 



ABOVE & BEYOND 



Call today on 01902 915379 to book your service. 

Lancaster Land Rover Wolverhampton: Stafford Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1 NT 
01902 915379 www.lancaster.wolverhampton.landrover.co.uk 

*Land Rover servicing from £249 on selected models. Terms and conditions apply, additional information available when booking. 


Wolverhampton Chronicle Thursday, December 29, 2016 
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'JEWEIiLERYiRERAIRS 


Wide selection of 
Gold, Diamond and 
Silver Jewellery 

Unwanted Gold 
Bought for Cash 

Wide selection of Watch 
Straps FROMM!!! 


BILSTON 


OPENING TIMES: 
Monday, Thursday 
Friday & Saturday 
8 am - 4.30 pm 



live Iwmif 

flffik with VV. 


Slimming World 


NEW GROUP 

from 9th Jan 

St. Gregory's Church 
Blackhalve Lane 
Lisa 07429 583921 

MONDAY 

SHORT HEATH 

9am & 11am 

5pm & 7pm 

Short Heath Methodist 

Church 

Wesley Road 

Elaine 07939 818513 

OXLEY 

5pm & 7pm 

Church of Epiphany C of E 

Lymer Road 

Jade 07545 558125 

PORTOBELLO 

5pm & 7pm 

Portobello Church 

New Street 

Debbie 07900190270 

WEDNESFIELD 

7pm 

St Patrick's Church 
Wolverhampton Road 
David 07903 418911 

TUESDAY 

BENTLEY 

3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
St Andrew's Church 
Wolverhampton Road West 
Liz 01902 351280 

BUSHBURY 

5pm & 7pm 

London Midlands Railway 
Club 

Bushbury Lane 
Elaine 07939 818513 

EAST PARK 

5pm & 7pm 

East Park Methodist Chuch 
Brooklands Parade 
Dawn 07848 412313 


ESSINGTON 

5pm & 7pm 
St John's Church Hall 
Hill Street 
Gill 07923 946145 

WEDNESFIELD 

7pm 

Wednesfield Methodist 
Church 

Wood End Road 
Helen 07495 647916 

WEDNESDAY 

FALLINGS PARK 

7pm 

Old Fallings Park 
Reformed Church 
Old Fallings Lane 
Debbie 07400 992662 
NEW INVENTION 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
The Victory Club 
Lichfield Road 
Gill 07929 346145 
WEDNESFIELD 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
Pickering Road 
Community Centre 
Pickering Road 
Dawn 07756 234690 
WILLENHALL 
9.30am, 5pm & 7pm 
Willenhall Chart Centre 
Gomer Street 
Liz 01902 351280 

THURSDAY 

ASHMORE PARK 

5pm & 7pm 
St Albans Church 
Griffiths Drive 
Tina 07891 733039 

BLOXWICH 

7pm 

Sneyd Community 
Association 
Vernon Way 
Kim 07900 982494 


H 


FALLINGS PARK 

3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
Fallings Park Methodist 
Church 

Wimbourne Road 
Rachel 07794 065666 
FORDHOUSES 
5pm & 7pm 
Fordhouses Methodist 
Church 

Winchester Road 

Jade 07545 558125 

WEDNESFIELD 

9.30am & 11.30am 

Pickering Road Community 

Centre 

Pickering Road 
Dawn 07756 234690 

FRIDAY 

FALLINGS PARK 

9.15am 

Fallings Park Methodist 
Church 

Wimbourne Road 
Rachel 07794 065666 

COVEN 

9.15am 

Coven Memorial Hall 
Brewood Road 
WV9 5DL 

Dawn 07848 412313 

SATURDAY 

WEDNESFIELD 

8.30am 

Wednesfield Methodist 
Church 

Wood End Road 
Debbie 07900 190270 


<S£nrnuia 


Duggan - questions need to be asked Big just way 

to waste cash 


REGARDING your newspaper article by 
Peter Madeley on the events surrounding 
the death of Mark Duggan in Tottenham in 
2011, I agree with him totally that we, the 
public, need more answers here. 

We need answers as to why the Govern¬ 
ment, in conjunction with the Metropolitan 
Police decided to waste millions of pounds 
of taxpayer’s money investigating the lawful 
shooting of a gun carrying criminal. 

We need answers as to why more effort 
by the police is not used against the likes 

On track 
for more 
problems 

AS expected the rail unions 
are striking over modern¬ 
isation on Southern Rail, 
which could spread to other 
rail companies. 

The safety regulator has 
said there’s no problem in 
using driver-operated doors, 
and that trains don’t need 
guards to ensure the train 
is safe to leave the station. 

Secondly, some rail routes 
have had driver-operated 
door trains since 1982. 

The rail unions have al¬ 
ways been hard line and 
very resistant to change. 

When the Government tried 
to put the 1955 modernisa¬ 
tion plan into action, the 
rail unions went on strike 
over the railways not being 
the carrier of last resort. 

This resulted in the rail¬ 
ways losing a lot of freight 
to the roads. 

It’s about time the Gov¬ 
ernment passed legislation 
to make strikes in public es¬ 
sential services illegal. 

It’s obvious with the La¬ 
bour leader’s credentials, 
he’ll want to ferment strikes 
in the public sector and in 
the private sector that pro¬ 
vide essential services. 

SARRIS OLIVERAS 

Wolverhampton 


of Duggan. We need answers as to why the 
Government seems completely unable to 
bring in legislation to give a minimum 10 
years in jail for those who used the death 
of a criminal transporting a gun around our 
capital city as the catalyst to torch commu¬ 
nities throughout the country. 

Yes, your reporter is right, we do need 
answers, it’s just that the right questions 
aren’t being asked in the first place. 

CLIVE POTTS 
Bilston 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Wolverhampton Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


E-MAIL 

Wolverhampton.chronicles 
@expressandstar.co.uk 


WHY is this Government 
going ahead with a Midland 
powerhouse? The people 
voted to leave the EU. This 
idea was an EU directive to 
create zones to remove Eng¬ 
land off the map. 

So why vote in a mayor to 
run it? ‘Big’ does not save 
money, it wastes it. Look at 
Birmingham and Wolver¬ 
hampton, big in debt. 

So why are we going down 
the same road to ruin that 
was created 50 years ago 
with boundary changes? To 
employ a person in an office 
takes five people making 
money for the company to 
pay that office staff. So who 
pays for this mayor? Joe 
Soap, the taxpayer. 

B LAWLEY 
Bilston 


Please find Charity aid 
cruel person make difference 


MY heart was breaking and tears 
were flowing when I read about 
the Shih Tzu that was tied to a 
lamppost and abandoned over¬ 
night. 

Thank goodness a member of 
the public found this tiny dog 
before her life was ended. I hope 
the RSPCA find who did this and 
prosecute. 

Please readers someone must 
know who this gorgeous dog be¬ 
longed to. 

Do you know someone who had 
a Shih Tzu and now no longer has 
it? 

We must find this horrible per¬ 
son that could do this to a defence¬ 
less animal. 

How Ashja must have suffered. 
She would be so cold and fright¬ 
ened wondering why she had been 
left all alone. Please we must find 
this person 

JEAN GREENHALL 
Kingswinford 


ON behalf of vet charity, PDSA, which has a busy 
pet hospital in Wolverhampton, I would like to say a 
huge thank you to all local players of People’s Post¬ 
code Lottery. 

I want to highlight how your support will make a 
massive difference to the pets we care for over the 
coming year. 

Thanks to you, we’ve received a fantastic funding 
boost which will help us save thousands of sick and 
injured pets, including those in Wolverhampton. 
Your generosity helps us provide more emergency 
care and life-saving equipment in our pet hospitals. 

Just like people, pets can suddenly fall ill, or sus¬ 
tain an unexpected injury. Whatever the cause, the 
emergency care we provide is vital. For some pets, 
immediate assessment and diagnosis can be the dif¬ 
ference between life and death. 

PDSA is home to the UK’s busiest pet A&E service, 
so this funding helps us provide this lifeline for pets 
in need. 

With your support, we will also be launching pet 
first aid workshops across the UK. Free videos and 
online advice for pet owners will be available through 
our website and social media channels. 

JAN MCLOUGHLIN 

PDSA Director General 


Schools unable to cope and 
our health service is strained 


WITH the decision to allow ‘three parent’ 
children through the use of modified ge¬ 
netics, I am wondering where it will all 
stop. 

We (well, industrial scientists), are con¬ 
stantly developing and administering new 
drugs and treatments to improve the qual¬ 
ity and, indeed, the quantity of life on the 
planet. 

Life expectancy has, in my lifetime, gone 
up by at least 20 years in Great Britain, 
with the first 120-year-old expected within 
10 to 15 years. 

We humans seem obsessed with preserv¬ 
ing the frail, increasing the birth rate and 
eliminating cancer and other big killers 
without looking forward another 100 years 
and asking, “how will we feed them, offer 
health treatment, keep them employed, 
educate them?” 

Already, in this country at least, we 
seem unable to fulfil any of these funda¬ 
mentals. 


The schools cannot cope with the num¬ 
ber of children, the number of languages 
they are expected to cope with and, a basic 
shortage of teachers and money. 

The health service is strained almost to 
breaking point and, care homes and ser¬ 
vices for the aged are disappearing fast 
and hospital beds are full of people who 
should not be there. 

The time is rapidly approaching when 
governments will have to decide whether 
to, in some cases, let nature take its course, 
or face even more difficult decisions. Bury¬ 
ing our heads in the sand and ignoring the 
long-term effects does not help. 

We all want to appreciate and enjoy a 
long and healthy life, but I for one, don’t 
want to end up as the ‘oldest cabbage in 
the patch’. 

After all, where would I be living, in an 
allotment shed? 

P MAXFIELD 

Codsall 


Lift ban on 
using vans 

THERE is a simple way to 
solve the problem of fly-tip- 
ping ... lift the ban on vans 
using council tips! 

Wolverhampton (and prob¬ 
ably other councils too), allow 
residents to register and 
empty Transit size vans once 
a month but there is abso¬ 
lutely nowhere for anyone in 
business to dispose of waste 
unless they are prepared to 
pay a fortune for hiring skips, 
hence the problem. 

If there was a nominal fee, 
say £10, for anyone to empty 
their non-toxic waste from a 
medium sized van at Anchor 
Lane or Shaw Road, no-one 
would take the risk of dump¬ 
ing rubbish in our country¬ 
side. 

STEPHEN BLUNT 

Wolverhampton 



French Doors 

from £649 


Patio Doors 

from £649 


Windows 12x 12 fitted £249 Conservatories 3x3 from £6,490 


www. Wolverhampton windo m / s . co . uk 
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Police-chase dealer 
forced tram to a halt 



Jordan Graham signs the shirt of a young fan at the fun day 


WOLVES players turned out to 
greet fans for a festive extravagan¬ 
za at the Mander Centre. 

The free event, to celebrate the 
city, saw The University of Wolver¬ 
hampton, Wolves Football Club and 
The Mander Centre join forces to 
host the second In the City Day. 

For fans there were first team 
players from Wolves signing auto¬ 
graphs and two chances to be the 
Wolves mascot and lead out the 
team at Molineux. Players on the 
day included Lee Evans, Jordan 
Graham and Ola John. 

The players signed autographs, 


posed for pictures and some fans 
got their faces painted. Laura 
Gabbidon, head of marketing with 
Wolves, said: “Last year’s In the 
City Day was a huge success and a 
lot of fun. We’re delighted to have 
been involved again and it was great 
to get in the festive spirit.” 

Jonathan Ratnage, investment 
manager at Benson Elliot, said: 
“We’re proud that the Mander Cen¬ 
tre can play host to such exciting 
events that celebrate not only our 
partnerships with the University 
of Wolverhampton and Wolves, but 
also people of this great city.” 


A DEALER who led police on 
a chase in Wolverhampton be¬ 
fore forcing a tram to brake was 
found in possession of drugs. 

Irtaza Raza, aged 20, was followed 
by officers at around 5.50pm on No¬ 
vember 30 after the Mercedes A Class 
he drove past in flagged up on the po¬ 
lice computer as uninsured. 

When he saw the blue lights, he accel¬ 
erated away down Wolverhampton Road, 
joining Bilston Road, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Prosecuting, Mr Neil Ahuja said Raza 
drove on tram lines, forcing a moving tram 
to stop, and attempted to swap seats with 
his front seat passenger. He had £120 
worth of heroin, £190 worth of crack co¬ 
caine, a quantity of cannabis and a grinder 
and £403.80 in cash. 

Stuck 

“The vehicle got stuck in the middle of 
traffic and forced its way past onto the 
tramlines,” Mr Ahuja said. “A tram was 
forced to stop. The police caught up with 
him further up the road, and when he 
was searched he was found to have drugs 
stuffed down his underwear. 

“He made a no comment stance when in¬ 
terviewed by police. He has convictions for 
18 offences. There are a number of related 
serious matters and he has a history of se¬ 
rious driving offences.” 

Raza, from Compton Road, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, pleaded guilty to two counts of posses¬ 
sion of a class A drug with intent to supply, 
one of possession of a class B drug with 
intent to supply, breach of a suspended 
sentence, dangerous driving and driving 
with no insurance. He was sentenced to 
four years and five months in prison and 
disqualified from driving for two years from 
the date he is released from custody. 

No charges were brought against the 
other man in the car. 

Defending, Rachel Pennington said: “His 
best mitigation is his early guilty plea.” 


Team give up their 
time for good deeds 



Niran Finch, aged 20, serves up a treat at St Joseph’s Church 
in Rugeley Picture: Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service 

YOUNG people have been helping members of the commu¬ 
nity as part of the Prince’s Trust’s Team Challenge. Sev¬ 
enteen participants, led by Staffordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service, dedicated their time to doing good deeds. 

They visited Busy Minds, a weekly social session for older 
people in Codsall, where they produced and ran a quiz, 
served tea and cakes and had a chat with members of the 
group. The group the volunteered at the soup kitchen at St 
Joseph’s Church in Rugeley where they served a meal to 
older and socially isolated people. They also held a tombola 
and presented prizes to the winners. 

Participants also helped out at The House of Bread in 
Rising Brook Methodist Church, handing out soup and 
bread they had baked to the homeless and disadvantaged. 

Team leader Joyce Underwood said: “The young people 
gave 100 per cent to this challenge and, judging by the reac¬ 
tion of those who benefitted, their hard work really paid off. 
The participants also got a lot out of the events.” 

The service is recruiting for its next Team Challenge pro¬ 
gramme, which starts on January 30. 


Road chaos 
as 'drivers 
dodge car 
park fees' 


A VILLAGE has become gridlocked with cars 
as commuters dodge parking charges at a 
nearby town, it has been claimed. 

Angry residents in Penkridge say their village 
centre is being taken over by drivers from Stafford 
who are driving to the village to park for free, before 
catching the train from its unmanned station. 


Commuters are leaving 
their vehicles in residential 
streets, outside businesses 
and even on the Methodist 
Church car park to avoid the 
£12-a-day charge at Staf¬ 
ford. One business has re¬ 
sorted to bringing in fines to 
stop train passengers from 
using their car park. 

One resident, who catches 
the train every morning 
from Penkridge to Birming¬ 
ham but did not want to be 
named, said: “Since Stafford 
station has increased prices 
to park, more people are 
travelling to Penkridge to 
park as it’s free. 

“Penkridge does not have 
enough parking for all the 
people now using the sta¬ 
tion. I have no issue with 
people driving to Penkridge 
station - they just need to 
provide more parking and 
more facilities at Penk¬ 
ridge.” 


ByJackAverty 

Councillor Isabel Ford 
said the problems were put¬ 
ting people off shopping in 
the village. She said: “It is 
not so much the traffic it 
creates, it is the fact the car 
parks are overloaded, and 
not by Penkridge people.” 

Councillor Ford, who rep¬ 
resents Penkridge on South 
Staffordshire Council, has 
raised the issue before with 
the county council and tried 
to have a system put in place 
where Penkridge drivers 
were given stickers to iden¬ 
tify them and drivers from 
outside the village would 
have to pay. However, this 
idea was rejected. 

Andrea Gubbins, man¬ 
ager of the Hatherton Hotel 
opposite the station, said 
they would shortly be mov¬ 
ing over to Parking Eye to 
help with enforcement. 




starts Tuesday 
27th December 
until New Year 


Many items discounted to 
ridiculously low prices for a 
. limited period of time . 






Pocket Plush 1000 Double Mattress 
1000 Pocket Springs with Memory 
Foam top 5 Year Warranty WAS £229 



Hundreds of Items included 
in the super sale. 


Monet 5000 Double Divan 5000 
Pocket Springs, Genuine Hand side 
Stitched WAS £999 


Selected bed frames also included 
in the winter sale 


Stockists of: 


HWitbsvli-dic 




Koyfl'X Vt J' 
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Greens Bed Centre 


Mon-Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm Sun 10am - 2pm 
Telephone: 01902 238558 
Website: greensbedcentre.co.uk 
Email: sales@greensbedcentre.co.uk 


FREE PARKING 
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W I N T E R 




£ £ SALE ON ALL THIS WEEK & WEEKEND! ■ ■ 



• We’ll not be 
beaten on Price! 

\ # That’s our promise .* 
to you! ,/ 


HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES: FRIDAY 10-5.30pm, NEW YEAR’S EVE (Saturday) 10-6pm, 
NEW YEAR’S DAY (Sunday) 11-5pm, BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 10-6pm 


Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive 

OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 
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Buy this New Year’s Bank Holiday Weekend for 
EXTRA discount throughout the whole store... 
plus pay nothing until Summer 2017, 
with no deposit and no interest ever! 









Miracoil luxury storage divan set. WAS £649 SALE £403 


discount price 


£499 


SAVE 

£600 


discount price 


£199 


SAVE 

£200 


EXTRA 

discount price 


£299 


SAVE 

£350 


©Ti LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 


Alstons Baker Obardi VWMM © 



at 

torn*' 


Lebus Myers rauch 
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Departing Friday 7 April and 
Sunday 30 April & 8 October 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Milan + 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Flora, Stresa 
(upgrade to the 4 star Hotel Astoria at a supplement) 

✓ Borromean Islands cruise with visits to Isola Bella and Isola 
Pescatori ✓ Three lakes tour of Lake Maggiore, Lake Lugano 
and Lake Como ✓ Centovalli narrow-gauge railway excursion 
to Locarno, Switzerland ✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to 
your hotel ✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


The advertised price is correct as of 20 December 2016 and is based upon departure 
from Birmingham airport on 30 April 2017. 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. + We have included the current flight 
price within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


from 


Quote Code: XXF062 


8 days, by AIR 

£759 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols (©OmegaHols OmegaHols 


Headstones flattened 
after fears over safety 


FAMILIES of people buried 
at a Wolverhampton church 
have spoken of their horror 
after discovering headstones 
have been flattened. 

The graveyard at St Bart¬ 
holomew’s Church, Penn, now 
looks like a ‘bomb site’ according 
to one angry relative. 

The parish vicar said the headstones 
were intentionally toppled to make 
them safe after fears they could cause 
serious injury if left standing. But 
families have now been told it is up to 
them to sort out repairs and to cover 
the cost. 

Mike Hales, whose mother, father 
and grandmother are buried in the 
graveyard, has been quoted £180 for 
two stones to be put back in place. 

Frustrating 

Mr Hales, aged 70, of Bradmore 
Road, said: “It seems they are quite 
prepared to leave the whole thing look¬ 
ing like a bomb site. It is vandalism. 

“When I said about health and 
safety fears to the stonemasons who 
installed the headstones they laughed 
and said there is no way they could be 
pushed over. It is frustrating I am now 
going to have to cover the costs to put 
them back up.” 

Reverend Prebendary Ben Whit¬ 
more said the inscriptions have been 
left facing upwards out of respect. He 
said it would be up to the families to 
have the unsafe headstones put back 
in place having got approval from the 
parish office. 

Rev Preb Whitmore, said: “I’m 
genuinely very sorry for any distress 
that’s been caused to people affected 
by this but we have a serious safety 
issue in our beautiful churchyard at 
St Bart’s. The condition of some of the 
gravestones is causing increasing con¬ 
cern, some are becoming wobbly and 



Row of headstones pushed over 

others have kerbstones that are com¬ 
ing apart. These stones are heavy and 
can be dangerous and we don’t want 
to see someone get hurt by one falling 
over. 

“I know it may sound crazy but 
children have died in churchyards as 
a result of falling gravestones and we 
really don’t want that to happen to an¬ 
yone here. For this reason the church 


St Bartholomew’s Church, Penn 

council recently tasked a local funeral 
directors to inspect our churchyard, 
and any dangerous gravestones have 
been respectfully and tidily laid fiat 
with the inscriptions face upwards. 
Any loose kerbstones have been tidily 
laid on top of the fiat grave. 

In 2011 about 5,000 graves in the 
city were ‘topple tested’ with repairs 
on 69 costing the council £9,000. 



Adult Ei 


cation Open Evening, 


•th 


Thursday 5 January 2017 @ 6.00pm 

The Dormston Centre, SedgJay, DY31SN 


01384 

816389 


Flower Arranging 
Photoshop 

How to buy and Sell on Ebay 
Art - Drawing/Painting 
Learn how to play the Guitar 
Belly Dance 
Zumba 

Coaching & Mentoring 
Beauty - Gel Nail Extensions & 
Manicures 

Sign Language, Level 1, Level 2, 


Cake Decorating 
Web Design 
Computers 
Watercolours 
Latin Dance 
Keep Fit 

Bollywood Dance 
Health & Wellbeing 
Start Your Own Business 

Level 3 Qualifications 


Join Our Quality Art & Craft Courses to learn New Skills and Hobbies 

www.thedormstoncentre.co.uk 




































Ex-jockey Clare saddles up 
for new chapter as author 


SHE is a former jockey turned 
broadcaster, journalist, author and 
all round national treasure. Now 
Clare Balding has added another 
skill to her impressive CV, that of 
children’s author. 

After signing copies of the new 
book, The Racehorse That Wouldn’t 
Gallop, at Wolverhampton Grammar 
School, she told a 330-strong audi¬ 
ence that it had been inspired by her 
own background in horse racing. 

Clare outlined some of the mes¬ 
sages behind the book and enter¬ 
tained with tales of her youth and 
broadcasting career. 

The Olympics presenter, whose fa¬ 
ther trained the 1971 Derby winner 
Mill Reef, was brought up on a large 
farm with her brother and 100 race¬ 
horses including those belonging to 
the Queen and the Queen Mother. 

Her book tells the story of po¬ 


ny-mad Charlie Bass, whose parents 
buy a horse called Noble Warrior. 
The horse looks like a champion 
racer but won’t gallop without his 
wayward stablemate Percy. 

The book, whose nine-year-old 
heroine has big thighs, contains a 
Girl Power lesson about how it is 
okay to be yourself - and how sport 
can empower people. 

Maisie Berriman, aged 10, from 
Codsall, was among those who had 
her book signed by the author. She 
said: “I read some of the extracts 
and I was literally taken in by the 
first page. It’s amazing, so gripping. 
When she signed the book she asked 
me what I liked, and I said skating 
and my best friend Ellie.” George 
Middlebank, aged 14, from Penn, 
said: “The idea of a racehorse who 
won’t gallop is a fun one because 
that’s what they’re supposed to do.” 
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Children’s author, Clare Balding with pupils Maisie Berriman, aged 10 and George Middlebrook, 14 


Dental team raises 
cash for hospital 

A TEAM of fundraisers from a dental practice in Wolver¬ 
hampton have raised nearly £5,000 for The Snowdrop 
Unit at New Cross Hospital, after one of their colleagues 
had treatment for cancer there. 

The team of 13 from Goldthorn Dental Practice, 
walked 15 miles from their sister practice - Highheld 
Clinic in Edgbaston - to their surgery on Goldthorn Hill. 

They wanted to give something back to the colorectal 
department to show their appreciation of the excellent 
care and treatment that a colleague had received for 
bowel cancer in September 2015. 

Suzanne Maxwell, 59, from Essington, was diagnosed 
after being taken into A&E. She had surgery the next 
day and following a nine-day stay in hospital she then 
received eight months of chemotherapy and finished her 
final session in June 2016. 

Suzanne has since received treatment at Queen Eliza¬ 
beth for a tumour on her liver and continues to remains 
positive about her recovery. She said: “I cannot praise 
The Royal Wolverhampton Trust enough for the exem¬ 
plary care I received.” 
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Police chief 
in call for 
opinions 
on funding 


PEOPLE in the West Midlands are being 
asked to have their say on how money should 
be raised for policing in the region. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson has launched his budget consulta¬ 
tion for 2017/18, and wants to hear people’s views 
on the proposals. The Commissioner is responsible 
for setting the budget for West Midlands Police. 


This includes setting the 
local ‘police precept’, which 
is the part of council tax 
that goes to the police. The 
Commissioner is asking peo¬ 
ple for their thoughts on a 
£5 a year, which equates to 
lOp a week, increase on the 
policing precept. 

This will allow the force 
to protect local policing and 
recruit officers, whilst en¬ 
suring local people will still 
pay £60 less than for neigh¬ 
bouring forces such as Staf¬ 
fordshire, West Mercia and 
Warwickshire. 

Impact 

The West Midlands Po¬ 
lice precept is the second 
lowest in the country at just 
£111.55 per annum (for a 
Band D council taxpayer) 
compared to the highest of 
£220.19 in Surrey. 

If the police precept is 
frozen at its current levels, 
West Midlands Police will 
lose out on approximately 
£3.4m per annum, which 
will mean a total loss in 
funding of at least £10.2m 
by 2019/20. 

This loss of funding would 
have a significant impact on 
policing across the West 
Midlands. 

The provisional grant 
settlement from the Home 


By Jessica Labhart 


Office indicated that West 
Midlands Police would also 
be receiving £6 million less 
in government funding than 
last year. 

Therefore it is essentially 
a government requirement 
that police precepts are in¬ 
creased by the maximum 
amount to maintain local 
police funding. That is with¬ 
out taking into account in¬ 
creased fuel costs, inflation 
and other increased costs 
since last year. 

West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson said: “The public 
have made it clear to me 
that despite government 
cuts they want local neigh¬ 
bourhood policing to be pro¬ 
tected. 

“To protect neighbour¬ 
hood policing and get the 
force ready for the new 
threats the West Midlands 
faces I am recruiting 800 
officers, 150 PCSOs and 200 
specialist police staff. 

’’Before I make my final 
decision I want to hear the 
views of the public. Please 
get in touch and fill in our 
online survey.” 

The consultation will run 
until January 27 at 5pm. 


Closure of Help to 
Buy hits first-timers 


A SURVEY has found 42 per cent of first-time buyers from 
the West Midlands say the closure of the Government’s 
Help to Buy mortgage guarantee scheme has affected their 
planned property purchase. 

The First-time Buyer Index from Aldermore bank also 
found that raising a deposit continued to be the biggest 
obstacle highlighted by potential first-time buyers across 
the West Midlands region. Some 46 per cent were saying 
raising a deposit is a bigger hurdle than property prices. 

Some 70 per cent of respondents from the region also 
said they were, or would, consider living with friends or 
family to help save for a deposit. 

The index suggests that nationally a million people are 
looking to buy their first home over the next year. 

More than half, at 52 per cent, of surveyed prospective 
first-time buyers said that the closure of Help to Buy had 
affected their planned property purchase. 



TAKEOVER 

COMPANY 


THE ORIGINAL 


KITCHEN 

MAKEOVER 

COMPANY 


Transform your kitchen without the hassle and cost of a full kitchen replacement. 

✓superb choice ✓superb value ✓superb service 

THE LATEST DESIGNS FOR DOORS • HANDLES • WORKTOPS • TAPS • APPLIANCES • BEDROOMS 


BRAND NEW 2 


LE OFFER... 


WE HAVE OUR 
VERY OWN 

MOBILE 

SHOW 
Rl I0M 

LET US 
COME TO YOU 


S 


17 WINTE 


- 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF TODAY ON 
or click 

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


01384913969 


www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 

UNIT 22 ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, PEDMORE RD, BRIERLEY HILL 


*free fitting is a discount to the value of the installation 


DELIVERING QUALITY AND 
UNRIVALLED VALUE 


Avoid waste, retain your 
cabinets, save money 
and be kind to the 
environment 

Less upheaval and 
hassle and mess of a 
rip-out 

From a simple door or 
worktop change to a 
complete kitchen 
makeover 

Our buying power 
means one thing - 
unbelievable prices & 
deals for you! 

Hundreds of styles & 
finishes of doors & 
worktops 

Fast, immaculate 
installations by our 
experienced skilled 
workforce 

5 years guarantee 
across all workmanship 

Over 30 years of skilled 
experience in the trade 
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Arthur Rowley, centre, Dudley Road School, the Football League’s top scorer 



Wolverhampton Judo juniors, second left front 
row, Kerrith Brown, 2 Olympic bronze medals 



Wolverhampton CC, third left back row, Vikram Solanki 



David Guest second in junior half mile 



U13s Stafford Cup finalists with, last right, 
Georgia Elwiss and Charlotte Craddock 


Even the talented need 
skills of a good coach 


MATTHEW Syed, the Sun¬ 
day Times columnist and 
former British table tennis 
international, is adamant 
that coaching is more im¬ 
portant than talent in cre¬ 
ating sports stars. 

He came from a small, one 
table, club, which supplied 
three other members of the GB 
team beside himself, because of 
the excellent coaching. 

It’s clearly a combination of 
the two, spotting the talent of 
a potential star and then nur¬ 
turing it with good coaching. 
It also helps to find the right 
sport. Is there another Andy 
Murray out there, lost to ten¬ 
nis because he’s only ever 
played Sunday league football? 

The Wolverhampton Cricket 
Club Under 13 boys’ team of 
2003 contained two outstand¬ 
ing girl cricketers, Georgia El¬ 
wiss and Charlotte Craddock. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


Georgia had been a junior at 
Wolverhampton Rugby Club, 
but was to make her mark at 
cricket, and is now established 
in England’s Women’s team. 
Charlotte switched to hockey, 
and was the youngest member 
of the GB team at the Beijing 
Olympics. 

Medallists 

Like Matthew Syed’s table 
tennis club, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Judo Club had such good 
coaching it produced four of 
the seven-man team at the 
Seoul Olympics, and a number 
of medallists. 

Wolverhampton & Bilston 
Athletics Club has always had 
good coaches and was, for eight 
years running, British Club 
Champions, producing out¬ 


standing individuals like Vero¬ 
na Elder, Tessa Sanderson and 
Denise Lewis. 

David Guest was a member 
of the club team who broke 
the British medley relay re¬ 
cord, running the 800m leg, 
and later Club Captain. Half a 
century on, he is now a coach 
himself, bringing on new stars. 

Other talents were spotted 
when young, Vikram Solan¬ 
ki at Wolverhampton Cricket 
Club, Arthur Rowley in the 
Dudley Road Schools Foot¬ 
ball teams, made their way 
through the ranks, but how 
many fell through the cracks? 
David Guest came second in 
the Brewood Grammar School 
junior half mile, a long way be¬ 
hind the winner. 

Who was that winner, and 
did he go on to greater things? 
That would be me, and no, I 
didn’t! 



Vikram Solanki playing for England 


V 

ADULT EDUCATION 

WOLVERHAMPTON 


Enrolment 



Friday 6 January 


Courses starting January and February 2017 

Thursday 5 January 1.00pm - 3.00pm 

5.00pm - 7.00pm 

10.00am - 7.00pm 

Venue: Foyer Building, St George’s Parade, Wolverhampton, WV2 1AZ 


What’s on offer? 

Access to Higher Education 
& Pre-Access 
Art, Crafts & Creative 
Media 

British Sign Language (BSL) 
Business & Administration 
Certificate in English 
Language Teaching (CELTA) 
Childcare 

Cookery & Sugar Craft 
English 

English for Speakers of 
Other Languages(ESOL & 
IELTS) 

Exercise & Performance 
First Aid & Food Safety 


Flower Craft & Floristry 
Foreign Languages 
Health & Social Care 
Like Minds (activities for 
mental health) 

Life Skills (learning 
disabilities) 

Maths 

Mentoring 

Skills for Work 

Teaching Assistants 

Teacher Training (adults) 

Volunteering 

Work Experience in Europe 
Youth Work 


For further information about our courses please visit our 
website, email enquiries@aes.wolverhampton.gov.uk 
or ring 01902 558180 


www.aes.wolverhampton.gov.uk 



































JLR engine plant opens its 
doors to female students 


JAGUAR Land Rover’s Engine Man¬ 
ufacturing Centre opened its doors 
to female students to give them a 
deep insight into engineering and 
manufacturing careers. 

The students, aged 15 to 18, all 
applied for Jaguar Land Rover’s 
advanced and degree apprentice¬ 
ship programmes and secured their 
places on the course after passing in¬ 
itial HR screening and psychometric 
tests. 

During the recent four-day ‘Young 
Women in the Know’ programme, 
they toured design and manufactur¬ 
ing facilities, networked with female 
employees, spent a day on work 
placement with a female mentor and 
brushed up their workability skills 
including CV writing and interview 
practice. 

The scheme ran for the first time 
at the EMC at the i54 to the north 


of Wolverhampton, as well as across 
four other Jaguar Land Rover educa¬ 
tion business partnership centres in 
the Midlands and Merseyside. 

The Young Women in the Know 
programme helps budding female 
apprentices build on their engineer¬ 
ing skills, knowledge and experience 
and more than 90 students will take 
part. From previous programmes, 42 
students secured apprenticeships at 
JLR. 

Trevor Leeks, operations director 
at the EMC, said: “We’re incredibly 
proud to be running, for the first 
time, the Jaguar Land Rover ‘Young 
Women in the Know’ programme at 
the Engine Manufacturing Centre. 
Some of the very first members of 
our team were a group of eight ap¬ 
prentices, who have now gone on to 
secure permanent roles within the 
business.” 



Students learning engineering skills in the Engine Manufacturing Centre at the JLR premises 


Plea issued to save 


village police station 


A COUNCILLOR has issued a renewed call to save Tet- 
tenhall’s police station. 

The station, based in High Street, is likely to be closed 
down under plans being considered by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for the West Midlands, David 
Jamieson. 

Councillor Udey Singh, has written to Mr Jamieson 
asking him to rethink and also to give further consider¬ 
ation to a facility in Tettenhall which can be used as a 
base by the police and other emergency services, particu¬ 
larly the fire and paramedic services. 

He said: “There has been an increase in various types 
of crime in Tettenhall lately, particularly involving prop¬ 
erty. 

“Now is not the time to be pulling out of a solid base 
for the police to use, when what local people want to 
see more than anything is an enhanced police presence.” 

He added: “It would be a terrible shame after the po¬ 
lice have done so much tackle the fear of crime and to im¬ 
prove the deterrent factor, if they were suddenly based 
further away from the community.” 
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Suspended 

sentence 

for £46,000 
fraudster 


A FRAUDSTER who swindled the taxpayer 
out of more than £46,000 by claiming single 
parent benefit money she was not entitled to 
has avoided immediate jail. 

Viviene Smith, aged 34, who pleaded guilty to 
fraud, claimed the cash while she was living with 
her immigrant ex-partner over the course of five 
years between 2008 and 2014. 


The fact she was with 
a partner enabled her to 
work, taking her over the 
£16,000 income threshold to 
claim the money. 

Prosecutor Mr James 
Bruce told Wolverhampton 
Crown Court: “She received 
benefits claiming that she 
was a single mother, when 
in reality she was living 
with her boyfriend. She had 
been claiming the money 
before she got together with 
her partner, but she made 
specific claims after they 
became an item, which is 
completely dishonest. 

Prison 

“She notified authorities 
about all other changes in 
circumstances, but didn’t 
do so for her single parent 
benefit. In 2009 she received 
a prison sentence suspended 
for two years for importing 
Class B drugs. 

“Her suspended sentence 
ran until 2011 so she was 
offending while that was 
running. She already had a 
conviction from court but 
continued to be dishonest. 

“When she was inter¬ 
viewed as to why she hadn’t 
declared her status, she said 
it was because her boyfriend 
was an ‘illegal’. That was 
later found not to be true. 


His current visa started in 
2014 and runs into 2017.” 

He added: “In his immi¬ 
gration process, she actually 
wrote letters herself about 
his importance in her life. 

“She wrote that they were 
together and she could see a 
future for them. This type 
of fraud causes a significant 
damage of the trust the pub¬ 
lic has in the system.” 

Defence barrister Mr 
Tariq Rashid said in mit¬ 
igation: “This defendant 
pleaded guilty at a pre-trial 
preparation hearing. She 
had her first child in 2008 
and the father of that child 
hasn’t been around to help. 

“She accepts her respon¬ 
sibility. She didn’t declare 
her situation because she 
thought her partner may be 
removed from the country. 

Smith, from Tansley 
Drive, Wolverhampton, 
sobbed in the dock as Judge 
Challinor handed her a 12- 
month prison sentence, sus¬ 
pended for 18 months. She 
was also ordered to carry 
out 180 hours unpaid work. 

Smith was also told to pay 
£670 in court costs and con¬ 
tinue to pay back the cash 
she claimed. 


Teens learn skills to 
help find a career 

TEENAGERS across Wolverhampton have had a head 
start in their careers after completing a new course offered 
by City of Wolverhampton College. 

The 16 to 18-year-olds, have just completed a Get Ahead 
Programme with the college’s Community, Employability 
and Traineeship team, to help them decide on their next 
steps. Over the last five weeks the students have gained 
the skills they need to succeed at interview and impress 
future employers. Caitlin Green, aged 17, said: “The course 
was really good and one of the most fun experiences I have 
ever had.” 

Head of Work Based Learning Glynis Partis said: “It’s 
great to see so many students achieve so much in just five 
weeks. Many of them are now moving on to other courses, 
including the Prince’s Trust and traineeships.” For more 
information call Lorna on 01902 317710 or 07825 054261 
or email workbasedlearning@wolvcoll.ac.uk 



ON NOW 


designed for your life 


Providing great value, quality and service since 
1981, Avanti has built its reputation on consistently 
high standards of craftsmanship and customer care. 

Visit the Avanti website and see a collection of videos 
including a factory tour and customer testimonials. 


up to 


20%off 

selected furniture - plus 


FREE BOSCH dishwasher* 



Just £99 deposit & then 
NOTHING to pay for 6 months 

19.9% APR representative 

Repay the finance in full within the 6 month deferral period & there’s no 


Why choose Avanti? 


• £6.5m sales from returning customers 
and referrals for each of the last 3 years 

• West Midlands manufacturer with a great 
choice of products 

• No deposit, no stage payments, nothing 

to pay until we deliver - not including finance 



Kitchens Bedrooms and Bathrooms 


www.avantikb.co.uk 


interest to pay (£29 exit fee) Credit is subject to application & status. 


freephone: 0800 446655 


317a Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV4 5QF Telephone: 01902 629806 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Business Name & Address as shown on FCA interim permission or authorisation] act as a credit broker and not the lender. 

Credit is provided by Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance, a division of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. ‘Conditions apply, details available on request 
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of you rs 

We are a specialist provider of 
complex care services for adults. 


We deliver care and support to many patients 
throughout the UK. We work closely with 


We successfully deliver high quality 
person-centred care to people with 
a wide range of conditions including: 


Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCG's), public 
and private hospitals, case management 
organisations, insurance companies and private 
individuals to provide a flexible home based 
model of nursing. We are able to supply a wide 
range of Registered Nurses (including RMN's), 
Healthcare Assistants and Support Workers with 
specific skills tailored to the needs of individual 
service users, giving a value for money home- 
based alternative to hospital or residential care. 


Acquired Brain Injuries 
Complex Care - Adults, 
Children and Young People 
Spinal Injury Rehabilitation 
Penal Care 
Palliative Care 
Stroke & Hypertension 
Diabetes Care 
Multiple Sclerosis Care 
Motor Neurone Disease Care 



Speak to us today to for one of our friendly consultants 
to provide you with a FREE non obligation consultation 


^ www.securehealthcaresolutions.co.uk 
^ homecare@securehealthcaresolutions.co.uk 


01902 302 017 















Help for soup kitchen gives 
homeless sporting chance 


LAST month they won in¬ 
ternational recognition, this 
month they are feeding the 
homeless - meet the mem¬ 
bers of Grade Barra Brazil¬ 
ian Jiu-jitsu Academy. 

The budding martial stars 
from Wolverhampton claimed 
three medals at this year’s BJJ 
Junior European Champion¬ 
ships held at Aldersley Stadium 
in November. 

At the championships they picked 
up two gold medals, and one bronze, 
as well as winning the team trophy. 

An impressive feat considering 
the academy only set up at the start 
of 2016 and their members com¬ 
peted against 500 competitors aged 
5-16 years, from 17 other countries. 

One gold was taken by Harley 
Thomas, aged 15, in the under 16s 
category and the other by Hanisha 
Madison, also 15.Savraj Madison, 
Hanisha’s brother, competed above 
his weight category to win a bronze 
whilst Ethan Gill made it to the 
semi-finals. 

All from Wolverhampton, the 
youngsters are part of a 30-strong 
team who train at the Gracie Barra 
Brazilian Jiu-jitsu Academy, many 



Success - Ethan Gill, Hanisha Madion, Savraj Madion and Harley Thomas 


of whom donated food for the soup 
kitchen two doors down on Sedgley 
Street at the Christian life centre this 
week. 

More than 250 food items were do¬ 
nated for the homeless in time for 


Nathan Roberts, from the Gracie 
Barra Academy, said: 

“It’s remarkable to think they all 
started learning Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
less than 10 months ago and they’ve 
all grown in confidence, technique and 


Christmas as the academy tries to pro- bravery to represent us. The donation 
mote a positive lifestyle for the mem- to the soup kitchen is about being good 
bers. people in the community.” 
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Gardenlands 

a Wyevale garden centre 


MASSIVE 

SA1YF. 



naw an 


Up to 


505 $ 

lOOOs of items’ 

Decorations, gifts, plants, 
garden tools and more! 


Gardenlands, a Wyevale Garden Centre 

Bridgnorth Road, Shipley, 
Wolverhampton WV6 7E J 

29th - 30th December 9am - 6pm 
New Year’s Eve 9am - 4pm 
New Year’s Day 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Splashing Out 
on a New 

Bathroom? 


“Our company is 
owned and run by local 
tradesmen meaning 
the work is carried out 
properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our 
prices as low as possible 
in order to keep within 
the budgets of retired, 
disabled and working 
families which make up 
95% of our customers” 



Our Prices won’t 
Burst your Bubble 


EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 

Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


r 


TRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 

WE DO THE LOT IN 5 DAYS 


VAT FREE 

IN QUALIFYING CASES 


WE PROMISE A VISIT & 
AN ‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’ 
WITHIN 48 HOURS 
OF YOUR CALL 
(Daytime & Weekend i 
visits a pleasure) 




. FITTING OATES 
WgW BEING RESFPifcp 


choice BATH ROOMS 



Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

01902 861908 

Showroom also at: 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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An aerial view of Ludlow, with Dinham Bridge to the right of the castle 


The opening stretch curves past Bromfield church 



Titterstone Clee, the highest point in Shropshire, can be viewed en route 

Castle a star 
of great walk 


BROMFIELD TO LUDLOW 
This easy walk through mixed 
farmland with stunning views 
of Ludlow Castle, Titterstone 
Clee and the River Teme 
should take around 90 min¬ 
utes. 

You start this walk at the Brom¬ 
field bus stop. If you arrive from the 
Craven Arms direction then you 
will need to use the underpass to 
cross the A49 which is just to the 
left beyond the bus shelter. If you 
arrive from the Ludlow direction 
then walk ahead on the pavement 
over the bridge spanning the River 
Onny towards the road turning for 
Knighton. 

I Turn left beforehand (the underpass 
emerges from the left) and follow 
the path as it curves left to a quiet lane 
which passes Bromfield Church. 

2 The lane as it crosses the River 
Teme in a delightful setting. Here 
you have a view of one of the many old 
mills located on the river. 

Follow the Shropshire Way signage 
as the road rises through the estate. 
Keep ahead and ignore turns to the left 
or right. 

After about one mile it dips down 
through trees and rises again to pass 
by a lodge through a bridle gate. 

3 As you catch sight of the farm at Pri¬ 
ors Halton look for the Shropshire 
Way fingerpost signing you left through 
a gateway to enter a field. 

Head slightly right across it and 
through a five-barred gate. You can see 
the fine tower of St Peter’s Church in 
Ludlow ahead of you and superb views 


of Titterstone Clee to your left. 

Head in a similar direction in the next 
field to the top right-hand corner and 
cross a stile and footbridge into the 
next field. 

4 Climb up to cross a stile ahead then 
walk to the hedge opposite. 

Go right and follow the hedge now 
with views of Ludlow Castle before you. 
Cross a stile and keep ahead but just to 
the right of the trees. Go over another 
stile in a dip in the field corner. 

Go over the footbridge and stile to 
climb up the bank and now follow the 
field hedge, keeping the castle slightly 
to your left, to a gate which leads onto 
a lane. 

5 Go left here - the Cliffe Hotel is to 
your right and caravan park ahead. 
Go left again to the Dinham Bridge 
which is also crossed. 

Timetables 

The Millennium Green is to your left. 
Rise up The Dinham into the Market 
Square in Ludlow. 

If you’re travelling to this walk’s 
starting point by bus, there are several 
ways to find the starting point. 

The 435 Shrewsbury to Ludlow ser¬ 
vice runs Monday to Saturday, and key 
bus stops include Shrewsbury bus 
station, Church Stretton - Beaumont 
Road, Craven Arms - opposite Tuffins 
supermarket, Ludlow - off Market 
Square. 

You can also hop on the 738 Ludlow 
to Knighton service calling in Bucknell 
and Leinwardine. 

For bus timetables and information 
visit www.travelshropshire.co.uk or 
contact Traveline 0871 200 22 33. The 
Ludlow Food Centreis a short walk 
from the Bromfield bus stop. 


This Bromfield to Ludlow walk is one 
of a number of car-free routes on and 
around the Shropshire Way which are 
featured on a dedicated website, pro¬ 
duced by Shropshire Council, and re¬ 
produced in the Shropshire Star with 
their permission. 

Walk the Shropshire Way you’ll see 
why the Shropshire Hills are designat¬ 
ed as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. 

The varied geology of this relatively 
small area (the AONB covers nearly a 
quarter of Shropshire) has created a di¬ 
verse and contrasting landscape which 
is all the more obvious when following 
the Shropshire Way - the craggy ridge 
of the Stiperstones, the moorland pla¬ 
teau of the Long Mynd, the quarried 
Clee Hills and the rolling countryside 
of the Clun Forest all have their own 
character. 

Designation 

The AONB is a national designation 
which recognises the Shropshire Hills 
as one of Britain’s finest landscapes 
and aims to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty of the landscape. 

The walks featured on the website 
have been compiled on the back of 
the knowledge of real experts - local 
walkers. 

The individuals and groups, histori¬ 
ans, lovers of flora and fauna, the vol¬ 
unteers who look after the stiles, bridg¬ 
es and paths have all have contributed. 

“All we had to do was link them to¬ 
gether, write the guide and website and 
improve a few problem stretches. 

“The result is a unique achievement, 
a route to delight and entertain you. Let 
them be your guide. Who could be bet¬ 
ter equipped?” 
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With kind permission from Shropshire Council. 
www.shropshirewalking.co.uk/shropshire-way 



























Woodland, rivers 
and industrial past 


Park next to Bedlam Furnaces 
on Waterloo Road. To the left 
of the furnaces a path climbs 
into parkland, then zig-zags up. 
Turn right at the top and emerge 
facing The Golden Ball Inn. 

Skirt left of the pub then turn right at 
the junction with Jockey Bank, to pass 
the pub car park. Go left at a junction and 
through a gate into a wood. A stepped 
path climbs to a junction. Take the right- 
hand path, climbing beside woodland to a 
waymarked junction. 

Turn right on a path (South Telford 
Way), which runs across two meadows 
into woodland. Ignore smaller paths and 
at a waymarked junction, fork left. The 
track swings left, then a stony track goes 
right, with houses to the left. 

After a bend left and a straight section, 
a stile right gives access to Lee Dingle. 
Follow the main path. At a fork keep right 
then down steps to a road. Cross to Leg- 
ges Way, turn left under two bridges, then 
turn right at the museum entrance. 

Go past the coach park then turn right 
along the railings, skirting the Blists Hill 
site. Ignore paths left and keep close to 
the railings. 

Keep parallel to the canal until you 
glimpse the top of the great Hay Incline, 


then start to descend just to its left, along¬ 
side more railings. 

Descend to a former railway at a bridge 
under the incline. Turn left, then fork right 
at an embedded railway wheel and zig¬ 
zag down to the road. Turn right to pass 
The Shakespeare Inn. 

Cross a bridge over the incline, then 
turn land left again to the towpath of the 
canal. Re-cross the canal at the next foot¬ 
bridge and continue walking to eventually 
join Coalport High Street. 

Keep ahead to join the Silkin Way via 
The Brewery Inn car park; follow it to 
Coalport Bridge and cross the river, and 
turn right onto Severn Way. Go through a 
picnic area, then climb away from the river 
to follow a former track bed. Turn right at 
signs for Silkin Way via Jackfield Bridge; 
the lane loops left to The Boat Inn. 

Continue past cottages, follow a track 
below Maws Craft Centre then along an¬ 
other narrow track. 

Emerge on an access track, but as it 
bends left leave it again. On a street, pass 
Jackfield Tile Museum and keep ahead 
at Jackfield Sidings, passing the Black 
Swan. When a bridge crosses the path 
go down right to the river. Cross Jackfield 
Bridge, then turn left past the Robin Hood 
and the Bird in Hand pubs and return to 
Bedlam Furnaces. 



A display of bluebells is a stunning feature on Helmeth Hill Caer Caradoc, which overlooks the town of Church Stretton 


Bluebell beauty 
on hill top walk 


Bluebells - Helmeth Hill, 
by Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 


IN the spring there are still not enough leaves 
on the trees to obscure the views from the 
top of Helmeth Hill. 

The official footpath circles the hill at a lower con¬ 
tour, but the whole of it is open access and a narrow 
path has been trodden across the ridge allowing you 
views to the surrounding hills; Caradoc, Hope Bowd- 
ler, and the Long Mynd. 

But Helmeth Hill is different in character to these other 
Stretton summits. It has a fence around its edge to keep out 
the sheep, and is cared for by the Woodland Trust - because 
Helmeth Hill is covered in trees. It goes without saying then 
that in May it is also magnificently cloaked with bluebells. 

Helmeth Hill is a short walk from Church Stretton and you 
can reach it by crossing the A49 and following signs to Caer 
Caradoc across the fields and into the narrow valley which 
divides both hills. There is something intangible and ancient 
about this valley and the path and stream which run along it, 
under the overhang of Three Fingers Rock. 

It’s’s not hard to imagine shepherd boys playing flutes 
under the trees, though it’s a pair of mallards I see ambling 
among the marsh-marigolds. 

Prolific 

Helmeth Hill is through the gates on your right. In early 
summer the bluebells are prolific, the colour profound and 
tranquil, the scent lugubrious and heady. Waves of them 
flow over the contours of the hill and pour down the slopes. 

Steps are cut into the path, and the steepness and shape 
of the hill give the bluebells extra perspective - you can look 
down at them on the flat ground around your boots, but 
also see them parading in profile along the curving hill-side 
above you Or you can sit on a step and meet them at eye 
level. 

Rain has flattened their leaves but the flower stems stand 
tall. They drift into the distance but are cut off in a sharp line 
by the perimeter fence beyond which grazing sheep keep 
new shoots, be they bluebells or trees, most precisely guz¬ 
zled. 

The calls of chiff-chaffs, mistle thrushes and blue tits res¬ 
onate, and secretive wrens dart between the trunks. It’s a 
lively woodland, managed to allow light and space between 
the trees. The hazel is coppiced, garlanded with wild hon¬ 
eysuckle and the holly is glossy-dark. Hawthorn leaves and 
blossoms are out, the ash twigs still bare, and the small 
oaks on the summit are unfurling still tiny leaves. 

On the summit is a creeping spray of something I don’t 
know the name of. But it is the bluebells which steal and sof¬ 
ten the scene, powerfully, indulgently, seductively delicate. 



Helmeth Lake (foreground) with Helmeth Hill in the background 



The Long Mynd viewed from Helmeth Hill in south Shropshire 
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The former Madeley railway station is one of many sites of interest along the 
Silkin Way, which runs for around 14 miles through Telford & Wrekin 


Silkin Way provides 
a fantastic ramble 


Martyn Vincent from Long Lane, 
on the outskirts of Telford, got 
in touch with us to say: “I won¬ 
der how many of your readers 
know about the Silkin Way, and 
in particular its total route? 

“The Silkin Way is an excellent walking 
and cycling route through Telford, all the 
way from Bratton in the north to Coalport 
down south at the River Severn. 

“It is about 14 miles long and was es¬ 
tablished in the 1970s when Telford was 
in its early stages of development, and 
named after John Silkin, one-time Gov¬ 
ernment Minister of Planning and Local 
Government.” 

He adds: “My wife and I - plus dog 
Scamp - have recently walked its entire 
length, and would recommend others to 
do likewise. 

“Parts of it, particularly around Made- 
ley, Brookside and Aqueduct are in good 
shape and well signposted; other sections 
are abysmal, with few signposts, litter and 
general decay in evidence. 

“In the past few weeks, improvement 
works in the Town Park have made it far 
more accessible, both to pedestrians and 
cyclists. But where are the signposts pro¬ 
claiming the Silkin Way? 

“Likewise, pedestrian paths in Telford 
centre itself have undergone change due 
to the Southwater developments - but no 


acknowledgement of the Silkin Way cor¬ 
ridor. 

“The northern half is almost forgotten in 
places. Telford & Wrekin planners please 
note - even if you have no idea of John 
Silkin’s legacy to the development of Tel¬ 
ford, the Silkin Way still exists and is a 
great leisure resource. 

A 2009 leaflet describing this attractive 
route can still be downloaded from the Tel¬ 
ford & Wrekin website, search for ‘walking 
and cycling maps’.” 

Mr Vincent says you’ll certainly need 
those maps. 

“Without them, you will almost certainly 
become lost in parts of the route, due to 
this lack of maintenance.” 

The Silkin Way is a green corridor route 
through Telford from Bratton in the north¬ 
west corner via the town centre to the 
spectacular Ironbridge Gorge World Her¬ 
itage Site. 

The route boasts great contrasts, with 
futuristic new developments, pockets of 
woodland and meadow and mature park¬ 
land. 

For almost its entire length, the route 
follows dry canal beds and disused rail¬ 
way lines, with abandoned buildings of¬ 
fering memories of the days before the 
Beeching cuts. 

• Have you walked the Silkin Way re¬ 
cently? What do you think about its condi¬ 
tion - and ease of navigation? We’d love 
to hear your views. 



Clun Youth Hostel was the starting point for Julie’s walk There’s nothing quiet about Clun, particularly at carnival time 


Busy towns amid 
beautiful scenery 



Great place for a natter: The Mattings tearoom in Clun 


Clun Valley countryside 
By Julie Bromilow-Nicklen 




I WAS not surprised when my con¬ 
necting bus from Bishop’s Castle to 
Clun did not arrive - nobody I met 
believed in its existence. 

Neither was I surprised to get a lift within min¬ 
utes - it’s that kind of place. 

Four years ago on my first visit to Clun I was 
directed to the youth hostel by an elderly gentle¬ 
man in leopard-skin leggings. I spent the evening 
with a group of builders, one of whom had acci¬ 
dentally destroyed a garden wall after an exuber¬ 
ant game of cricket - his friends were helping him 
repair it. On my second visit we spent the night 
watching football with a boisterous crowd in the 
pub. On this my third visit, it seemed only natural 
to be hitch-hiking into town with a lady who runs 
a tea shop in the next village. 

‘Clunton and Clunbury, Clungunford and Clun, 


Are the quietest places under the sun’. So wrote 
AE Housman in A Shropshire Lad. I can only as¬ 
sume that things were different in 1896. In my lim¬ 
ited experience, Clun is extremely lively. 

On this spring morning, the shops were busy, 
the pub was open, I lost count of the people who 
greeted me and, in the Makings Tearoom, Carys 
Palmer was cooking pancakes for a crowd. But 
the surrounding countryside is extremely peace¬ 
ful and I suppose this is what Housman meant. 

I had a circular walk in mind, but no-one being 
sure of the bus, I changed my plan and walked 
back to Bishop’s Castle instead. 

This is walking country and there are lots of op¬ 
tions, but I began at the Youth Hostel, heading 
north to Guilden Down. The fields were green and 
rolling and full of lambs. At the farm, I followed the 
lane between buildings and took the bridleway 
across the fields into the Red Wood ahead. It is 


coppiced woodland with tall oaks, hazel and co 
nifers, through which a stream runs, and in which 
walkers are welcome. 

I took the forestry track down to the road and 
turned left down Colstey Bank for a quarter-mile 
before taking the well-marked footpath right and 
north-west across the fields to Argoed. Here the 
lane is quiet with a good hedge and a stream 
alongside, and tits and finches flitting among the 
catkins. Eventually, the path runs through cottag 
es onto hill fields beneath Blakeridge Wood. The 
fields are high and wet with muddy sheep eating 
stubble-turnips, and the views are lovely. Lindley 
Hill, the Stiperstones, the Stretton Hills and the 
Long Mynd in the north are blue and beguiling, 
It’s a mere stroll from here to Bishop’s Cas 
tie, skirting Colebatch and keeping to the fields 
where, on the edge of town, a flock of yellowhanr 
mers took brilliant golden flight from the hedge. 
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Friends Reunited 

See Page 23 


Full-blown spectacle 
See Page 23 W 


NATIVE 
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For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 
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Moscow 
State Circus 



Today and tomorrow, Various 
StarCity, Birmingham 
The Moscow State Circus returns to the United 
Kingdom with its latest and greatest production 
to date, with a special festive show produced 
exclusively for StarCity. 

See http://rn.starcitycentre.co.uk/promotions/ 
moscow-state-circus-2016 


Marvel 

Universe LIVE! 



Today, 3pm 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 

To defeat Loki, Marvel’s greatest super heroes 
must band together, including Iron Man, Cap¬ 
tain America, Thor, Hulk, Spider-man (pictured) 
and Wolverine, and trek across the globe to re¬ 
trieve the Cosmic Cube fractals and unite them. 
See www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


NYE 

SPECIALS 

New Year’s Eve 2017 Classic 
Rock Party performed by Dizzy 
Lizzy 

Tomorrow, £12 - £14 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Uprawr New Year’s Eve 

Tomorrow, £10 - £12.50 
Total Uprawr, The Asylum Venue, 
Birmingham, B19 3LS. 

Call 0121 233 1109 

New Year’s Eve Party! 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Birmingham Moseley Rugby Club, 
Billesley Common, 

B13 OPT. Call 0121 443 3631 

The High Society Club - NYE 

Mechu, Birmingham, B3 1JJ. 

Call 01212 121661 

New Years Eve with 
The Subterraneans 

Tomorrow, £35 - £100 
The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

The Oscars New Years Eve Party 

The Chameleon Restaurant & Bar, 
Birmingham, B1 1BD. 

Call 0121 643 2233 

New Year’s Eve Party 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Revolution Bar, Birmingham, 

B15 1AY. Call 01244 345 362 

JAZZ. SOUL FUNK 

MOTOWN & REGGAE 

Latin Motion 
presents Del Camino 

Tonight 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

POP 

Kick Up The 80s 

Tonight, £6 - £7 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

CLUBBING 

The Weekend Anthems 
performed by Killerstream 

Tonight, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

ROCK 
& METAL 

T.Rextasy - ‘Get It On’ 

+ Glam Rock Disco 

Tomorrow, £17.50 - £20 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 


THEATRE 

Sleeping Beauty 
Relaxed Performance 

Today, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Sleeping Beauty 

Today - tomorrow, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Cinderella 

Today-Thu, £11.50-£23 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Treasure Island 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2EP. 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Dick Whittington 

Tonight - Thu, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Aladdin 

Tonight - Thu, 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 429212 

Moscow State Circus 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Star City, Birmingham, B7 5SA. 
Call 0121 270 4455 

Rhythm of the Dance 

Tomorrow, £23.52 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

Birmingham Royal Ballet-Class 
on Stage 

Tomorrow, £10 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Roy Chubby Brown 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Cocktail Masterclass 

Today, £10 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

60+ Strength & Balance Class 

Today, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 

DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 


Fortnightly Knitting 
and Crochet Group 

Today, Free 

Fenton Manor Sports Complex, 
Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 2RR. 
Call 01782 233222 

Marvel Universe LIVE! 

Today, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Royal Birmingham Society of 
Artists - Granary Art Gallery 

Tomorrow. 

Weston Park, 

Weston-under-Lizard, Shifnal, 

TF11 8LE. 

Call 01952 852100 

The Roaring 20s Party 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

The International Convention Cen¬ 
tre Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 200 2000 

Roger Hiorns 

Today - Thu, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Dr D’s Science Club 

Tomorrow, 

Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, 
WS13 7AD. 

Call 01543 306260 

Buried Treasures 

Today - Sun, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

The Pastoral and the Sublime 

Today - Sun, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Collecting Birmingham: 

Stories that should be shared 

Today - tomorrow, 

Museum of the Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham, B18 6HA. 

Call 0121 554 3598 

Design and Desire: The Great 
Exhibition of 1851 

Today - Sun, 

The Ironbridge Gorge Museums, 
Coalbrookdale, TF8 7DQ. 

Call 01952 433 424 

FAMILY 

& KIDS 

Christmas Cracker Express 

Today-£9.95-£10.95 
Severn Valley Railway, 
Kidderminster, DY10 1QR. 

Call 01562 757900 

Best Ever Christmas Show 
and the Story of Jack Frost 

Today, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Plan big 
NYE out 



DJ Tommy Vercetti will be at Labll in Birmingham 


D espite the nostalgia for what’s al¬ 
ready been this year on the club 
scene, there’s still the big one to 
come - New Year, global excuse to party! 

What better way to see out the old and welcome in the new 
than surrounded by a tonne of like-minded people, embracing 
some gorgeous music and starting 2017 the way you mean to fin¬ 
ish it. There’s loads of local brands going all out to celebrate and 
plenty of collaboration between them to bring even better parties. 

It’s tough to choose where to start with, there being so much 
choice, but one has got to be The Acid Experiment. With just over 
a year of experience under their belts, these guys have taken 
Birmingham by storm with their ethos of classic and acid house 
combined with 21st century visuals and production clearly a 
winning recipe. 

For NYE they’ve been given none other than Labi 1 to unleash 
a party of epic proportions and they don’t mean to disappoint! 
Head honcho Neiyyar said: “We got offered the venue and after 
the success of the year we thought it would be really rude not too. 
Our party aims to bring the original rave era back to modern day 
Digbeth. Young and old, experienced and un-experienced ravers, 
we all come together through the power of music. 

“With an eclectic set of Birmingham’s renowned and respected 
resident DJ’s (and one Madchester boy) we achieve a vibe and a 
gate to the early days of acid house and old school.” 

DJs on the night include Tommy Vercetti, Tomola, Billy Bayliss, 
Anton Stranger, Dave Fogg and more. 

Throwing 

Elsewhere, in Wolverhampton, Starworks Warehouse is 
throwing a three-room to see the year out in style. Room one is 
a mashup of house and bass with Tom Zanetti and Ko Kane, DJ 
SKT, Wayne Fox and more leading the proceedings for Sleepin 
Is Cheatin. Room 2 is tech and techno all night long courtesy of 
Technicolor, with Solardo, Jacky and Hott Like Detroit in control 
with loads of support. Over in The Bunker, Anything Goes are un¬ 
leashing a free for all with Blind Motive, K Royal, Ripley and Guy 
Shipley just a few of the selectors on the night. 8pm - 5am means 
there’s a lot of time for you to lose yourselves to the music. 

Club PST next for the New Year’s Eve Mashup and this one 
sees more brands joining together to take you through until 2017; 
Payback Promotions, PST, Strictly Bangers and Unified Beats. The 
main room is Payback Promotions territory and is a junglist para¬ 
dise with Aries, Bladerunner, DJ Hybrid, DJ Stretch David Boomah 
and K-Jah & Vytol just a few of the artists taking to the turntables. 
Payback boss Andy Stringer said: “Massive thanks to everyone 
who came out and supported us in 2016, without you guys none 
of this would be possible, max respect to you all. This is the big 
one, the icing on the cake, Payback Promotions’ first NYE event at 
PST and it’s going to be special.” 

The Rooftop, meanwhile, is channelling strictly love and 
reggae vibes for the evening with Juggla, Feva, Bongo Damo, 

Love Tonic Sound Feat Cheshire Cat, Big John and Sticky Joe 
delivering some sweet Jamaican flavours, while downstairs in the 
basement it’s frantic energy and gun fingers all round for a hard 
drum and bass tear-out as Unified Beatz take on Strictly Bangerz. 

The Hare & Hounds has got yet another link-up between local 
promoters split across two rooms. The first is curated by Free¬ 
style, Young Culture and No Fakin and you can expect sound- 
clash vibes here with a blend of funk, breaks, hip-hop, reggae and 
bass. The second room is collaboration between Colore, Moodfix 
and Moulin Groove and offers alternative flavours. Over in Mose¬ 
ley, The Dark Horse has got a couple of tricks up their sleeve for 
their end of year party and it’s 100 per cent free! They’ve gathered 
DJs from City of Colours, Jam Jah, Scratch Club, Haul & Pull and 
Youngculture. 

The last one sees the Rainbow Venues taken over by a combi¬ 
nation of powerhouse Birmingham brands, a tour de force fusion 
of Seedy Sonics and 02:31 with special guests Critical Music. The 
lineup is ridiculous as you’d expect. Happy New Year! 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Love Story stars 
in Grand reunion 



Love Story for seniors - Ryan O’Neal and AM MacGraw, stars of the 1970 tearjerker, are reunited in Love Letters 


HOLLYWOOD legends Ryan 
O’Neal and AM MacGraw, the 
stars of classic 1970 movie 
Love Story, are being reunit¬ 
ed in a new play that’s com¬ 
ing to Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre. 

Tickets go on sale on Wednesday 
(January 4) for Love Letters by A R 
Gurney, which is being staged at the 
Lichfield Street theatre from Novem¬ 
ber 13 to 18, 2017, as part of a UK 
tour. 

It tells of two people who start writ¬ 


ing to each other as children but fate 
determines to keep them apart for 
more than half a century, until they 
decide to defy fate. 

Producer David Ian said: “I am ab¬ 
solutely thrilled to be bringing two 
such huge stars to the UK in this 
wonderful and moving play. 

“Ali MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal 
Qare true Hollywood legends and it 
will be very special indeed to see them 
live on stage together.” 

The septuagenarian actors were 
two of the biggest names in 1970s 
cinema. O’Neal, former partner of 
Farrah Fawcett, also appeared in 


such movies as What’s Up Doc? Paper 
Moon, Barry Lyndon and Nickelo¬ 
deon. MacGraw, former wife of screen 
legend Steve McQueen, also starred 
in Goodbye Columbus, The Getaway, 
Convoy and in TV series The Winds of 
War and Dynasty. 

American playwright A R Gurney 
has written several plays includ¬ 
ing The Dining Room, The Cocktail 
Hour, Sylvia and Ancestral Voices. 

Tickets for Love Letters can be 
bought online at grandtheatre.co.uk, 
by calling the box office on 01902 42 
92 12 or visiting the theatre in per¬ 
son. 



Psycho 

chiller 

CLASSIC thriller Gas Light must be one of the few plays 
that has given rise to a term for psychological abuse, in 
that ‘gaslighting’ means making someone doubt their own 
sanity. 

A fresh revival of crime writer Patrick Hamilton’s play 
stars Kara Tointon as victimised wife Bella Manningham, 
a role vividly portrayed by Ingrid Bergman with an Os¬ 
car-winning performance in the 1944 movie. 

Leading lady Kara Tointon has had West End stage 
success, was one of the stars of TV drama Mr Selfridge, 
won the 2013 series of Strictly Come Dancing and last year 
played Maria in ITV’s The Sound of Music Live! 

Also appearing in the spooky stage drama set in fog¬ 
bound Victorian London is Merlin actor Rupert Young, 
brother of singer Will, as her husband. Keith Allen plays a 
detective who makes a shocking discovery. He is a familiar 
face from stage, film and TV, still perhaps best known as 
the dastardly Sheriff of Nottingham in TV’s Robin Hood. 
He is also a father of six including pop singer Lily Allen and 
Game of Thrones star Alfie Allen. 

Gaslight starts a UK tour at Birmingham New Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre, where it runs from January 6 to 14, its only 
Midlands dates. 


Band in music 
store acoustic set 

ROCK band You Me At Six re¬ 
lease fifth studio album, Night 
People, on Friday (January 6) 
and fans can get a preview when 
they appear that day at 5.30pm 
for an acoustic set and album 
signing at the hmv Birmingham. 

A limited edition hmv exclu¬ 
sive picture disc vinyl version of 
the album will be available on a 
first come first served basis at 
the Bullring store. Wristbands 
will be available by pre-order¬ 
ing the album from the store, 
one per person. Any remaining 
wristbands will be issued on the 
day for those buying the album. 

The band will be in concert 
at Birmingham 02 Academy on 
April 10. 


New Year party time 
at Brum venues 

IT’S party time at venues across 
Birmingham. 

New Year’s Eve events in¬ 
clude a Masquerade Ball as 
part of Propaganda at Birming¬ 
ham’s 02 Academy, while over 
in Digbeth it’s the Sun City Old 
Skool Garage festival with 3,000 
ravers expected to be dancing 
until 5am at the 02 Institute. 

In Kings Heath the two rooms 
at the Hare and Hounds will 
give a choice of funk, reggae and 
hip hop at Soundclash or house 
and disco in Club. Or bring 
2016 to a rocking end at the city 
centre Sunflower Lounge with 
bands and DJs including The 
Mighty Young, Dirty Jane and 
Bad Girlfriend. 


Bowie tribute close 
to first anniversary 

JUST three days before the 
first anniversary of David Bow¬ 
ie’s death, one of the top Bowie 
tribute acts, Jean Genie, will be 
presenting a homage to the in¬ 
fluential rock star. 

Walsall-based John Main- 
waring has been performing his 
tribute to Bowie for more than 
20 years and brings his show to 
Bilston’s Robin 2 venue on Sat¬ 
urday, January 7. 

Also coming up at the Robin 
this Friday is a soul night with 
Soul Survivors and New Amen 
Corner, then the annual T Rex- 
tasy New Year’s Eve show, REM 
tribute Stipe on January 5 and 
Steely Dan tribute Nearly Dan 
on January 6. 



fH QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 

* NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


SPECIALISTS IN | SPECIAL OFFER | SPECIAL OFFER 
NEW BATHROOMS 


»Design & Planning 
9 Fully Fitted Service 
9 Plumbing 
9 Electrical Work 
9 Plastering 
9 Tiling 

9 Competitive Rates 
9 No Deposit Required 
9 7 Days Start to Finish 
9 All Work Guaranteed 
9 Established 35 Years 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1995 

Including VAT 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £2995 

Including VAT 


-DISPLAY DEALERS IN- 

Utopia • Roper Rhodes • Roca • Marflow • Burlington • Lakes and more 


r 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


1 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM INSIDE 


Open 28th - 31st December 2016 
10.00am - 5.00pm 
Closed 1st January 2017 
Open 2nd January onwards 


7 Millfields Road Bilston WV14 0QJ 
Telephone: 01902 401020 
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“thefastticket NEW YEAR’S EVE TV DECEMBER 31 


CHOICE 



Henry Shields 


Peter Pan Goes Wrong 
(BBC1, 6.20pm) 

JM Barrie’s Peter Pan is a 
festive staple, but the BBC has 
found a way to put a new twist 
on it, with the help of the Olivier- 
winning Mischief Theatre, 
creators of the award-winning 
stage comedy The Play That 
Goes Wrong. As with that West 
End hit, the idea is that the 
amateur Cornley Polytechnic 
Drama Society have been asked 
to put on a show - in this case, 
a production of Peter Pan as 
part of the BBC’s commitment 
to community theatre. To add a 
touch offairydusttothe 
production, the company will be 
making Peter Pan fly through 
the air, setting Captain Hook 
adrift in a lagoon and lighting 
up the stage with Tinkerbell and 
her electrical costume - what 
could possible go wrong? Quite 
a lotas it turns out! 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 James Martin: Home Comforts. 

(R) 12.00 Football FOCUS. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Sport Relief 2016: 
The Final Score. (R) 2.15 The Great 
Christmas Bake Off. (R) 3.15 Darcey 
Bussell: Looking for Margot. (R) 4.15 
Final Score. 5.20 Top of the Pops New 
Year’s Eve Special 2016. 

6.20 Peter Pan Goes Wrong. The 
Cornley Polytechnic Drama 
Society, otherwise known as 
comedy company Mischief 
Theatre, stage an elaborate - if 
somewhat ambitious - production 
of JM Barrie’s celebrated fantasy. 

7.25 BBC News. 

7.35 Regional Programme. 

7.45 Pointless Celebrities. Rich Hall, 
Shappi Khorsandi, Sian Lloyd, 

Fred MacAulay, Mark King, Stuart 
Maconie, Chemmy Alcott and Amy 
Williams all take part in the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz show. (R) 

8.35 Casualty. Rumours spread about 
Sebastian’s accusation against 
Dylan, leading to a public 
confrontation. Meanwhile, Ethan 
decides it is time for him to stand 
up to Cal. 

9.25 The National Lottery Live. Sophie 
Ellis-Bextor performs live in the 
studio, as Gaby Roslin introduces 
the all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

9.35 Mrs Brown’s Boys Christmas 
Special. Grandad’s health causes 
concern, Mrs Brown steps in when 
a fire at the salon leaves Rory and 
Dino with nowhere to work, while 
Dermot faces stiff competition to 
win a contract. (R) 

10.05 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.25The Graham Norton Show. The 

host is joined by Assassin’s Creed 
stars Michael Fassbenderand 
Marion Cotillard, James McAvoy, 
Frank Skinner, and Olympic rowers 
Gary and Paul O’Donovan. 

11.25 Robbie Rocks Big Ben Live. 
Melvin Odoom presents live from 
Central Hall in Westminster, where 
Robbie Williams prepares to 
welcome in the new year with a 
concert, featuring some of his 
most memorable hits. 

12.00 New Year’s Eve Fireworks. 12.15 
Robbie Rocks Big Ben Live. 12.45 
Miranda Hart - My What I Call Live 
Show. (R) 1.45 Walliams & Friend 
Christmas Special. (R) 


BBC2 

8.00 Robot Wars: Battle of the Stars. (R) 
9.00 Robot Wars: Battle of the Stars. (R) 
10.00 Film: You Again. (2010) 11.45 
Gordon Buchanan: Elephant Family & 

Me. (R) 12.45 Gordon Buchanan: 
Elephant Family & Me. (R) 1.45 Film: We 
Dive at Dawn. (1943) Second World War 
adventure, starring John Mills. 3.20 
Film: The Eagle Has Landed. (1976) 
Second World War spy adventure, with 
Michael Caine. 5.30 The Olympic Golden 
Ball. 

6.00 Film: What Women Want. (2000) 
A freak accident gives a 
womanising executive the ability 
to hear the thoughts of the 
opposite sex. Embittered after 
losing out on promotion to a 
female colleague, he uses his new¬ 
found talent to exact revenge - but 
the insight it provides ultimately 
brings out an unexpected sensitive 
side. Romantic comedy, starring 
Mel Gibson. 

8.00 Life in Polar Bear Town with 
Gordon Buchanan. Wildlife 
cameraman Gordon Buchanan 
visits the community of Churchill, 
Manitoba, on the shores of 
Canada’s Hudson Bay. For two 
months every year, the people of 
Churchill must share their town 
with huge packs of polar bears, 
which gather at the bay every 
autumn to wait for the sea ice to 
form, so they can begin their 
winter hunt. Gordon goes on 
patrol with the “bear cops” 
charged with ensuring the towns 
residents-and the bears 
themselves - stay safe, and meets 
the bin-men who must dodge 
bears every day as they deliver 
refuse to the dump. He also 
illustrates the dangers of living in 
the “polar bear capital of the 
world” as he interviews a young 
woman who was mauled by a bear, 
right in the middle of Churchill’s 
main street. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den: Pitches to Riches? 

Richard Osman relives some of 
the most intense moments from 
the past two years in the Den. 

10.00 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches. 

11.20 Jools’ Annual Hootenanny. The 
veteran entertainer returns with 
his annual New Year’s Eve 
extravaganza, with guest 
performances by Chaka Khan, 
Rag’n’Bone Man and many more. 

1.25 Best of Glastonbury 2016. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.35 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 7.50 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.00 
Looped. (R) 8.15 Looped. (R) 8.30 Be 
Cool, Scooby-Doo! 8.55 Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.10 Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.55 Film: 
Beethoven’s 2nd. (1993) 11.30 Film: 
Mannequin. (1987) 1.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

3.30 The Chase. (R) 4.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 5.00 World of Sport Wrestling. 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. New series. 

Ben Shephard, Rochelle Humes 
and Chris Kamara return with the 
obstacle-course challenge, in 
which competitors from across 
the nation test their strength, 
speed and courage though a series 
of outlandish physical trials. Those 
who make it to the end of the 
adrenaline-fuelled mission face 
one final task - scaling the heights 
of a tower named Mount 
Midoriyama - as they battle it out 
for the title of Ninja Warrior UK. 
8.00 Take Me Out Celebrity Special. 
Paddy McGuinness invites three 
famous faces to take part in the 
dating game show. Entering the 
“love lift” this evening are model 
and former international rugby 
player Thom Evans, The Xtra 
Factor’s social media monitor 
Roman Kemp, and 5ive’s Ritchie 
Neville. All three will be hoping 
their wit, looks and star power will 
be enough to score a date with the 
ladies of Paddy’s panel, who must 
keep their lights on as a sign of 
their approval. 

9.00 Film: Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows: Part 2. (2011) 
The young wizard continues his 
search for the artefacts containing 
fragments of the dark lord 
Voldemort’s soul. Time is running 
out, as the evil sorcerer is aware of 
Harry’s mission, and marshals his 
forces for a final, devastating attack 
on Harry and his friends at Hogwarts 
school. Conclusion of the fantasy 
saga, with Daniel Radcliffe. 

11.30 ITV News; Weather; New Year 
Bongs. 

12.15 The Chase. (R) 1.10 Tipping Point. 
(R) 2.00 Rebound. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.35 Film: Swiss Family Robinson. 
(1960) 8.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
9.20 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.50 
Film: Big Miracle. (2012) 12.00 Film: 
Hachi: A Dog’s Tale. (2009) 1.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.15 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.45 Film: Muppet Treasure Island. 

(1996) Musical puppet comedy, with Tim 
Curry. 4.50 Channel 4 News. 5.00 
Amazing Spaces Snow Special. (R) 

6.00 Winnie-the-Pooh: The Most 
Famous Bear in the World. Alan 
Titchmarsh celebrates the 90th 
anniversary of the creation of the 
Winnie-the-Pooh stories, which 
were originally written by AA Milne 
for his only child Christopher 
Robin, who featured as a character 
in the tales. On their first 
appearance, Milne’s stories and 
poems featuring Pooh Bear 
became a publishing sensation, 
and Alan heads to Cotchford Farm 
in Sussex, where Milne created 
Pooh, to find out why they were 
capable of capturing the 
imaginations of millions. He also 
takes in the wild woodland that 
formed the basis for the Hundred 
Acre Wood, and visits Harrods toy 
department, where Milne first 
bought the toys that would later 
become the inspiration behind the 
likes of Pooh himself, along with 
his friends Piglet, Eeyore, Tigger, 
Kanga and Roo. 

7.00 Britain’s Best Loved Sitcoms. 

Tamsin Greig narrates the results 
of a nationwide, intergenerational 
poll seeking to identify the nation’s 
most revered sitcom. 

8.00 Peter Cook & Dudley Moore: The 
Missing Sketches. Rob Brydon 
gives a selection of celebrity fans, 
friends and colleagues a chance to 
see a selection of long-lost 
sketches performed by Peter Cook 
and Dudley Moore. 

9.00 Alan Carr’s New Year 

Specstacular 201 6 . The chat 
show host returns with his 
signature New Year’s Eve party, as 
he runs riot around Channel 4 HQ 
to welcome in 2017, with help 
from guests including Danny Dyer, 
Keith Lemon, Greg Rutherford, 
Laura Whitmore, Sinitta, Will 
Mellorand Gemma Collins. 

11.05 Gogglebox 2016. (R) 

12.35 The Big Fat Quiz of the Year 2016. 
(R) 2.30 The Restoration Man. (R) 3.25 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 4.20 
Countdown. (R) 5.05 Film: That Darn 
Cat. (1997) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 Film: Ben-Hur. 
(1959) Oscar-winning epic, starring 
Charlton Heston. 1.20 Film: Wyatt Earp. 
(1994) Western, starring Kevin Costner. 
4.55 5 News Weekend. 5.00 Another 
Audience with Ken Dodd. (R) 

6.00 Ken Dodd-In His Own Words. 
Profile of the veteran comedian, 
who is still performing to packed 
houses at the age of 89, 
incorporating footage of some of 
his best performances alongside 
rare archive interviews and 
contributions from friends, 
colleagues and fellow comics. The 
programme reveals how he was 
inspired by his father’s love of 
variety shows and reveals the truth 
about the town of Knotty Ash that 
features heavily in his act. 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 2016. 
Action from the final heat of the 
competition at Chobe National 
Park in Botswana, as reigning 
champion Brian Shaw made his 
bow in this year’s contest, hoping 
to retain his title. Presented by 
James Richardson, Sarah-Jane 
Crawford and former strongman 
competitor Magnus Ver 
Magnusson, with commentary 
from Danny Wallace and Colin 
Bryce. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included 
Huddersfield Town v Blackburn 
Rovers at the John Smith’s 
Stadium, Brentford v Norwich City 
at Griffin Park and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers v Queens Park Rangers 
at Molineux. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest matches in Leagues One and 
Two, including Bolton Wanderers v 
Scunthorpe United. 

10.30 Film: Pulp Fiction. (1994) A 
series of interlinked stories about 
the Los Angeles underworld. 
Quentin Tarantino’s crime drama, 
starring John Travolta, Samuel L 
Jackson, Uma Thurman and Bruce 
Willis. Part of the Tarantino’s 
Bloody New Year strand. 

1.20 Film: Reservoir Dogs. (1992) 
Thriller, starring Harvey Keitel. 3.05 
SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 
4.10 Kitten Rescuers. Following the work 
of RSPCA inspectors, vets and 
volunteers. (R) 5.00 House Doctor. (R) 
5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Film: Show Boat (1951) 8.45 
Sounds of the Sixties 8.55 Pop Go the 
Sixties 9.00 Dawn French Live: 30 Million 
Minutes 11.00 Timeshift: Looking for Mr 
Bond: 007 at the BBC 12.00 Premium 
Bond with Mark Gatiss and Matthew 
Sweet 12.55 2016 A Year in the Life of a 
Year 1.25 Dawn French Live: 30 Million 
Minutes 3.20 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 Kids 

12.50 Celebrity Catchphrase 1.50 
Grease: Live 4.40 Film: Happy Feet 
(2006) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 Film: Happy 
Feet (2006) 6.45 Film: Kindergarten Cop 
(1990)7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: 
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 9.00 Family 
Guy 12.50 American Dad! 1.50 Celebrity 
Juice: Xmas Gogglyboxers 2.40 Celebrity 
Juice: Bestest Unseenest Bits 201 6 3.30 
The Keith Lemon Sketch Show: Best Of 
4.00 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
4.45 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records: Bonkingly Big Hits 5.35 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 

ITV3 

2.00 Hans Christian Andersen: My Life as 
a Fairy Tale 3.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
6.00 Our Queen at 90 8.00 Doc Martin 
9.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Foyle’s 
War 12.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.40 
Hans Christian Andersen: My Life as a 
Fairy Tale 
ITV4 

12.10 Film: The Land That Time Forgot 
(1975) 1.10 FYI Daily 1.15 Film: The 
Land That Time Forgot (1975) 2.05 Film: 
Where Eagles Dare (1968) 3.10 FYI Daily 

3.15 Film: Where Eagles Dare (1968) 

5.15 Film: The Green Berets (1968) 6.20 
FYI Daily 6.25 Film: The Green Berets 
(1968) 8.05 Film: Jaws: The Revenge 
(1987) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: Jaws: 
The Revenge (1987) 10.00 Film: Gangs 
of New York (2002) 11.00 FYI Daily 
11.05 Film: Gangs of New York (2002) 

1.15 Film: Awake (2007) 

E4 

11.50 The Big Bang Theory 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory: Festive Guests 3.30 Film: 
Big (1988) 5.40 Film: Cars (2006) 8.00 
The Big Bang Theory: Festive Guests 
9.00 Film: The Inbetweeners Movie 
(2011) 11.00 The Inbetweeners 

Film4 

11.00 The Princess Diaries (2001) 1.15 
Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 3.05 
Thunderbirds (2004) 4.50 Johnny 
English (2003) 6.35 Iron Man 2 (2010) 
9.00Thor (2011) 11.15The Big 
Lebowski (1998) 1.35 The 36th Chamber 
of Shaolin (1978) 4.00 Close 



in association with 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


iABTA 


FROM 

6 JAN-11 MAR 2017 
SAVOY THEATRE 


FROM 3 FEBRUARY -15 JULY 2017 


+ 

4 STAR 

HOTEL WITH FULL 
ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

A 

THEATRE 

TICKET 

TO A SHOW OF 
YOUR CHOOSING 


RETURN 

COACH TRAVEL 


Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton 


LONDON THEATRE 


New shows con n i ng i nto the 


kt 

MOTOWN 


2 days, by coach 

£ 149 ™ 


DREAM 

GIRLS 


HALF A SIXPENCE SCHOOL OF 

FROM 5 NOV 2016 -11 FEB 2017 ROCK 

With audiences on their feet every night, you FROM 

won’t want to miss this ‘joyous production’ 19 N0V 2016 ' 12 FEB 2017 

(Evening Standard), so book your tickets today! THE NEW LONDON THEATRE 


Quote Code: PWG624 


2 days, by coach 

“■* 159 ™ 




THE GIRLS 


Choose a top West End show 
from our fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 

Half a Sixpence, Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, 
The Phantom of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion King 
Wicked and more...! 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until July 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at www.omega-holidays.com/PWG624 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


London Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until August 2017 


Quote Code: VNA172 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course evening meal 
and full English breakfast 

✓ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at wwrw.omega-holidays.com/VNA172 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


THE GIRLS is the true story of the Yorkshire 
a group of ordinary ladies 
who achieved something extraordinary. 

This new musical comedy has brought together 
the writing talents of Gary Barlow and Tim Firth 
who grew up in the same village in the North of 
England and have been friends for 25 years. 


42ND 

STREET 

FROM 

7 APRIL - 22 JULY 2017 
THEATRE ROYAL 
DRURY LANE 


AN AMERICAN 
IN PARIS 

FROM 10 MARCH - 
30 SEPTEMBER 2017 
DOMINION THEATRE 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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NEW YEAR'S DAY’S TV JANUARY 1 


CHOICE 



Benedict Cumberbatch 


Sherlock 
(BBC1,8.30pm) 

Last New Year, we got the one- 
off Sherlock offering The 
Abominable Bride, which saw 
Benedict Cumberbatch and 
Martin Freeman solving a crime 
in Victorian London but failed to 
tell us whether Moriarty really 
had returned from the dead. 
Hopefully we’ll get more 
answers as this hugely 
anticipated fourth series gets 
underway. Inspector Lestrade 
and Scotland Yard are baffled 
by a case, but Sherlock latches 
on to one detail in particular - 
why is someone going around 
destroying images of the former 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher? Before any of her 
critics offer to give Sherlock 
some suggestions, it seems the 
key to the mystery may lie with 
Mary Watson and her dark 
past... 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 8.15 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.40 Film: The Princess and the 
Frog. (2009) 11.10 Film: The Pirates! In 
an Adventure with Scientists! (2012) 

12.35 Revolting Rhymes. (R) 1.05 
Revolting Rhymes. (R) 1.35 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.50 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year Message. 1.55 
Songs of Praise. 2.30 Countryfile. 3.30 
Planet Earth II: A World of Wonder. 5.00 
Film: Monsters University. (2013) 
Premiere. Animated comedy prequel, 
with the voice of John Goodman. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 EastEnders. Ronnie and Jack’s 
wedding day finally arrives, but 
with Roxy continuing to cause 
trouble it looks like the happy 
couple’s dream day may well end 
in a nightmare. 

8.00 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
buys a batch of devices that are 
supposed to create positive 
emotions. A local underworld boss 
is looking for Leroy after his 
girlfriend makes Mrs Hussein 
jealous. 

8.30 Sherlock. New series. The 

detective returns to investigate the 
apparent return from the dead of 
his old enemy Moriarty, but 
another strange case is soon 
demanding his attention. Scotland 
Yard is baffled by a mysterious 
criminal who is defacing images of 
Margaret Thatcher, and Sherlock 
is convinced there is a more 
sinister purpose at work behind 
these acts of vandalism - which 
may have a connection to Mary 
Watson’s dark past as an assassin. 
Benedict Cumberbatch, Martin 
Freeman and Amanda Abbington 
return for a fourth series of the 
detective drama. 

10.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys New Year 
Special. Bono is being bullied at 
school and Mrs Brown’s attempts 
to help her grandson only make 
things worse. 

10.35 BBC News. 

10.50Regional Programme. 

11.00 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, as Watford 
hosted Tottenham Hotspur at 
Vicarage Road and Arsenal played 
Crystal Palace at the Emirates 
Stadium. 

12.05 Peter Pan Goes Wrong. (R) 1.05 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Countryfile. (R) 6.55 Film: 

Camelot. (1967) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.15 New Year’s Day Vienna 
Concert 2017. 12.45 Grand Tours 
Shorts. (R) 12.55 Matthew Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty. (R) 2.40 Alan Rickman: 
Talking Pictures. 3.10 Film: Prince of 
Persia: The Sands of Time. (2010) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal. 4.55 Sign Zone: The 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s New Year 
Message. (R) 5.00 Wild Tales from the 
Village. (R) 

6.00 Croft and Perry: The Sitcoms. 

Celebration of comedy writers 
Jimmy Perry and David Croft, 
creators of Dad’s Army, It Ain’t 
Half Hot Mum and Hi-de-Hi. 
Featuring contributions from cast 
members and famous fans. (R) 
6.50 Dad’s Army. Private Godfrey is at 
the centre of controversy as the 
platoon questions whether he is 
brave enough for the job. (R) 

7.25 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and 
Wilson decide to recruit women 
into the platoon to take care of the 
less demanding tasks, but the 
captain loses his heart to an 
attractive widow. (R) 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Deborah Meaden, 
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman, 
Sarah Willingham and Nick 
Jenkins cast judgment over more 
money-making schemes, 
including a bespoke gifting service 
run by two former army officers, a 
ticket comparison website, and a 
new safety device created by a pair 
of wealthy entrepreneurs. 
Presented by Evan Davis. 

9.00 Thailand: Earth’s Tropical 
Paradise. New series. Series 
exploring the wildlife and culture 
of the Southeast Asian nation. The 
first episode examines the south 
of the country and the role of 
spirituality in daily life. 

10.00 Film: What We Did on Our 

Holiday. (2014) Premiere. Three 
children give away all the secrets 
of their parents’ troubled marriage 
while visiting their grandfather. 
Comedy drama, starring 
Rosamund Pike. 

11.30The Real Marigold on Tour: 
Japan. Part two of two. Chef 
Rosemary Shrager, actress Miriam 
Margolyes, dancer Wayne Sleep and 
darts champion Bobby George 
investigate retirement in Japan. (R) 

12.30 Judi Dench: All the World’s Her 
Stage. (R) 1.30 Film: Henry V. (1989) 

3.45 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.20 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.35 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.05 Scrambled!: A Grizzly 
New Year’s Tale: The Crystal Eye. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. 
8.55 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 
9.10 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 
9.25 Film: Carry On Cleo. (1964) 11.10 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.10 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.15 All Star Family Fortunes. 
(R) 1.00 ITV Racing Live. Ed Chamberlin 
and Oli Bell present coverage of races 
from Cheltenham and Musselburgh. 

3.30 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 4.30 Film: 
E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial. (1982) Sci-fi 
fantasy, with Henry Thomas. 

6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Diversity Presents Steal the 
Show. Members of the public 
compete for the chance to perform 
with the street dance troupe. Plus, 
workplace dance-offs and music 
from the Vamps. 

8.00 Coronation Street. Anna is 
horrified when she regains 
consciousness and finds Phelan 
looming over her. 

8.30 Morecambe and Wise’s Funniest 
Moments. A countdown of the 20 
most memorable moments from 
the double act’s TV shows, voted 
for by a panel of comedy actors 
and comedians. The programme 
intersperses the sketches with 
contributions from famous fans 
and celebrities who recall their 
experiences of working with Eric 
and Ernie, including David 
Walliams, Jack and Michael 
Whitehall, Glenda Jackson, Paddy 
McGuinness, Angela Rippon, Des 
O’Connor, Jimmy Tarbuck, 

Richard Ayoade, Sarah Hadland 
and Andre Previn. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Prince Harry. Documentary 
following the prince on his return 
to the southern African country of 
Lesotho to continue the work of 
Sentebale, the charity he set up 
there a decade ago. (R) 

11.45 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the 12th 
round of fixtures. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.40 Film: The Love Bug. (1968) 8.35 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.00 New Year’s Brunch. 
12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.20 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. (R) 
2.50 Gogglesprogs Christmas Special. 
(R) 3.50 Channel 4 News. 3.55 Film: 
Mirror Mirror. (2012) Fantasy, starring 
Julia Roberts. 

6.00 Film: Rio 2. (2014) Premiere. 
Parrots Jewel and Blu lead a happy 
life together in Rio with their three 
chicks, until they find themselves 
hurled into an expedition up the 
Amazon. The journey leads to an 
encounter with an old enemy, 
while Blu also has to win the 
approval of Jewel’s fearsome 
father. Animated comedy sequel, 
with the voices of Jesse Eisenberg, 
Anne Hathaway and Jamie Foxx. 
8.00 Titanic: The New Evidence. 

Investigative journalist and Titanic 
expert Senan Molony examines 
recently recovered photographs of 
the doomed ship, which provide 
fresh insight into the reasons for 
its sinking. The images reveal a 
strange mark on the hull, which 
may prove previously overlooked 
stories of a fire raging in the boiler 
room. This blaze may explain why 
the captain chose to ignore 
warnings of icebergs ahead and 
why the vessel sank so quickly 
after the fatal collision. 

9.00 Film: Mission: Impossible - 
Ghost Protocol. (2011) Premiere. 
Secret agent Ethan Hunt and his 
team are implicated in a bombing 
at the Kremlin, forcing the 
American president to declare 
them fugitives. The spies plan to 
clear their name by abducting the 
real terrorist, which leads them 
into a pursuit around the globe. 
However, Hunt cannot be sure his 
colleagues are trustworthy. Action 
adventure sequel, starring Tom 
Cruise, Jeremy Renner, Simon 
Pegg and Paula Patton. 

11.35 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
New Year Special. Jon 
Richardson and Richard Osman 
take on Johnny Vegas and Sara 
Pascoe. as Jimmy Carr hosts a 
special edition with a Hogmanay 
theme. David O’Doherty helps out 
in Dictionary Corner. (R) 

12.35 Rude Tube: Welcome to 2017. (R) 
2.25 Trigger Happy Christmas Special. 
(R) 2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.10 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.20 Wanda and the Alien. 

(R) 6.30 Film: Thomas & Friends: The 
Great Race. (2016) 7.45 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.10 Football on 
5: The Championship. (R) 9.15 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 9.45 Big Bash 
Cricket Live. 1.25 Film: 101 Dalmatians. 
(1996) Disney comedy adventure 
remake, starring Glenn Close. 3.30 Film: 
Dirty Dancing. (1987) Romantic drama, 
with Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Grey. 

5.35 The Adele Story. (R) 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 2016. 
Action from the Grand Final of the 
competition, which took place at 
Chobe National Park in Botswana, 
as the 10 competitors who made it 
through the heats went head to 
head for the trophy. Events 
included the Super Yoke, Deadlift, 
Power Stairs and Atlas Stones. 
Presented by James Richardson, 
Sarah-Jane Crawford and former 
strongman competitor Magnus 
Ver Magnusson, with commentary 
from Danny Wallace and Colin 
Bryce. Last in the series. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Film: Legally Blonde. (2001) A 
seemingly dizzy teenager is 
heartbroken when her boyfriend 
dumps her because he thinks she 
is not intelligent enough to help his 
political career. To prove him 
wrong she enrols at Harvard, but 
finds herself out of her depth as 
other students do their best to 
humiliate her. Comedy, starring 
Reese Witherspoon, Luke Wilson, 
Selma Blair, Matthew Davis and 
Victor Garber. 

9.45 Film: Whitney Houston: A Tragic 
Love. (2015) Premiere. Biopicof 
Whitney Houston, focusing on her 
troubled marriage to singer Bobby 
Brown. The pair first meet when 
both are at the height of their 
celebrity, and the pressure and 
rewards of fame have a 
devastating impact on their 
relationship and both of their lives. 
Starring Yaya DaCosta. 

11.30The Last Hours of Whitney 
Houston. Dr Richard Shepherd 
investigates the death of the singer 
in February 2012, with the post¬ 
mortem revealing the damage 
caused by years of drug and 
alcohol abuse. (R) 

12.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Katherine 
Ryan v Kayvan Novak. (R) 12.55 
SuperCasino. 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 New Year’s Day Concert from 
Vienna 2017 9.00 Flying Scotsman - 
Sounds From the Footplate 10.00 I’m Not 
In Love: The Story of 10cc 11.00 Top of 
the Pops: 1982 12.05 Pop Charts 
Britannia: 60 Years of the Top 10 1.35 
Forever Young - How Rock ’n’ Roll Grew 
Up 2.35 British Sitcom: 60 Years of 
Laughing at Ourselves 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 

1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 2.00 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011)3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011)4.05 Film: Nanny 
McPhee (2005) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 6.00 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 7.05 FYI Daily 
7.10 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 8.00 
Film: Skyfall (2012) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: Skyfall (2012) 10.50 Family Guy 

12.20 American Dad! 

ITV3 

12.20 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 

1.20 FYI Daily 1.25 Film: Carry On 
Cruising (1962) 2.05 Film: That’s Carry 
On (1978) 3.05 FYI Daily 3.10 Film: 
That’s Carry On (1978) 4.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 8.00 Endeavour 10.05 
Birds of a Feather 10.40 Film: Good Will 
Hunting (1997) 11.45 FYI Daily 11.50 
Film: Good Will Hunting (1997) 

ITV4 

11.50 Pawn Stars 1.10 Film: Shalako 
(1968) 2.10 FYI Daily 2.15 Film: Shalako 
(1968) 3.25 Film: Jeremiah Johnson 
(1972) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: 
Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 5.40 Film: 
Chisum (1970) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: 
Chisum (1970) 8.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special 9.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
10.00 Film: On Deadly Ground (1994) 
11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: On Deadly 
Ground (1994) 12.05 Film: Life on the 
Limit (2013) 1.05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: 
Life on the Limit (2013) 

E4 

12.35 The Big Bang Theory: Festive 
Guests 8.00 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

8.35 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 2.35 The Inbetweeners Top 
1 0 Moments 3.25 Virtually Famous 
Film4 

11.00 Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 
(2009) 12.45 Fantastic Four (2005) 2.50 
Fast Girls (2012) 4.35 Volcano (1997) 

6.35 The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
(2011) 9.00 Aliens: Special Edition 
(1986) 12.00 An American Werewolf in 
London (1981) 1.55 Rare Exports: A 
Christmas Tale (2010) 3.40 Close 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Salsa dancer Norma’s 
new smile would get a ‘ten from Len’ 


A PICTURE snapped at a dance 
group’s farewell party to mark 
a friend’s departure to Jamaica 
showed more than what vivacious 
Norma Aston was expecting. 

As the well-wishes were made and 
memorable dancing stories exchanged 
amongst members of the Uksalsafeet 
classes at Willenhall’s Chart Centre, the 
cameras and smart phones did their work. 

But a single profile shot of Norma captured 
a different story to all the other photographs 
taken at that event. 

“My teeth had been troublesome for years, 


but when I saw the photo and realised just 
how far forward my top teeth had moved I 
knew I had to get something done. It was 
a turning point for me,” recalls Norma of 
Willenhall. 

The youthful 60-something-year-old salsa 
enthusiast, who attends classes every 
Saturday to help perfect her technique in this 
pastime made popular by programmes like 
Strictly Come Dancing, adds: “There were a 
number of things that came together which 
encouraged me to get things sorted. 

“I had seen an article in my local paper 
about a woman who had a long-standing 
problem resolved by Denture Clinic Principal 


Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) with an 
implant retained over-denture.” 

Adds Norma: “I knew what I wanted and 
already had in mind an implant denture. 

“At the same time, my step-daughter was 
encouraging me to see her implant dentist, 
the well-respected Dr Owain Rees. 

“Dental work is such a visual thing and 
unlike hospital surgical work we get to choose 
who undertakes it. It was so important for me 
that I made the correct choice.” 

Enthusiastic 

Husband Don, a former design engineer 
and dance band frontman, who met Norma 
32 years ago while playing at the Corpus 
Christi Centre, Wednesfield, takes up the 
story: “We’d done some research, but 
websites can really say anything and it’s 
not the same as getting an impression face 
to face. When we saw Steven he was so 
enthusiastic about his work and instilled 
confidence in us that his clinic would be able 
to do the job well. But I had one searching 
question that was really important to me. I 
told him ‘I know my wife’ and then asked: 
‘Will she still be the same after the work is 
completed?’ 

“Steven was very reassuring and told me 
she would look the same, but with better 
teeth. We were never pressured and told 


E I 


North Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
(left) BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
with principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

to go away and think things through before 
making a decision.” 

With referrals in-house, Norma was seen 
by North Street Dental and Implant Clinic 
surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) 
DIP IMP DENT (UCL). Under one roof, with 
four modern surgeries, the clinical discipline 
of high quality denture provision sits side 
by side with general, cosmetic and implant 
dentistry. Norma’s treatment plan included 
intravenous sedation, the placing of six lower 
implants to support a removable overdenture 
and a traditional upper denture prescription. 
The former City Hospital accounts manager, 
says: “Knowing that Owain was going to do 
the surgery was great. 

“He explained everything and I embraced 
the treatment plan. 


“I’d always cared for my teeth, but I have 
a family history of gum problems and for 
more than 20 years I’d had a partial denture. 
I never realised it didn’t fit properly until I saw 
Steven. I’d just grown into it. 

“My new teeth ... I couldn’t ask for more 
and I’m amazed at the difference. They look 
so natural," she adds. Don agrees her new 
smile is “stunning.” 

Confidence is back 

Norma enjoys a hectic lifestyle juggling 
dancing with personal commitments and 
volunteer stints at the Locksmith’s House, 
Willenhall, a well-preserved piece of living 
Victorian history. 

“I love working there and Don helps too. I 
used to be self-conscious of my smile when 
meeting people and was always careful how 
I smiled. Now I have all my confidence back 
and my only regret is that I didn’t get my 
teeth sorted out three years ago.” 



Suction, dentures, Complete, dentures, Partial dentures. Copy dentures, Im plan t-ret ained i dentures, R epairs, service. Relines, Soft) linings, 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North Street, Dudley, 
AftAA AAAr J Ar West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 




www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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f ‘—-n Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
*=- Comberton Dental Surgery 
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facebook 29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Eagle Eye, BBC1,11.50pm 

Two strangers find themselves on the run from the 
authorities when they receive mysterious phone calls 
informing them their lives are in danger. Thriller, 
starring Shia LaBeouf, Michelle Monaghan, Rosario 
Dawson and Michael Chiklis. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

Little Fockers, BBC1,11.20pm 

Nurse Greg is now the proud father of twins, but has 
yet to earn the respect of his wife’s stern father after 
10 years of marriage. The couple invite both sides of 
their extended family to the kids’ birthday party, where 
Greg makes a desperate effort to finally prove his 
worth to his father-in-law. Comedy sequel, with Ben 
Stiller, Robert De Niro and Dustin Hoffman. (2010) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Shawshank Redemption, ITV, 10.40pm 

A banker is wrongly jailed for his wife’s murder and 
over the course of a life sentence he forms a close 
friendship with a fellow inmate. Frank Darabont’s 
drama, starring Tim Robbins, Morgan Freeman, Bob 
Gunton, William Sadler and Gil Bellows. (1994) 



THURSDAY 

Die Hard with a Vengeance, BBC1,10.45pm 

New York cop John McClane returns to duty following 
an explosion at a department store in the city. The 
perpetrator contacts the police and tells them that 
unless McClane and an unfortunate bystander who 
was in the wrong place at the wrong time carry out a 
series of instructions to the letter, more bombs will be 
detonated. Action thriller sequel, starring Bruce Willis, 
Samuel L Jackson and Jeremy Irons. (1995) 

FRIDAY 

The Uninvited, BBC1,12.25am 

A teenager is left traumatised by her mother’s death in 
a fire, and is committed to a mental institution after 
trying to kill herself. A year later, she is released and 
reunited with her sister, but they both begin to suspect 
their new stepmother may have been responsible for 
the fire. Thriller, starring Emily Browning, Arielle 
Kebbel, David Strathairn and Elizabeth Banks. (2009) 


Halcyon day's for fans 
of period dramas 


I f you’re a fan of period dramas, you 
have probably been suffering from 
Downton Abbey and Mr Selfridge 
withdrawals over the past few months. 
The two hit shows ended last 
Christmas and March respectively, but 
we can finally keep calm and carry on 
tonight as The Halcyon makes its 
debut on ITV. 

Two of the UK’s most acclaimed 
actors, Steven Mackintosh and Olivia 
Williams, have joined forces for the 
series which tells the story of a 
bustling and glamorous five-star hotel 
at the centre of London society during 
the Second World War. 

The eight-parter which also features 
Kara Tointon, Charity Wakefield, Alex 
Jennings, Matt Ryan, Hermione 
Corfield and Mark Benton, is set in 
1940 and shows London life during 
the war and the impact it has on 
families, politics, relationships and 
work across every aspect of society. 
There is also a soundtrack of music 
from the era put together by award¬ 
winning singer-songwriter Jamie 
Cullum. 

In tonight’s opening episode, 
handsome American journalist Joe 


O’Hara (Ryan) arrives in town and 
makes a beeline for the Halcyon 
Hotel. 

Meanwhile, the manager, Richard 
Garland (Mackintosh) and concierge 
Dennis Feldman (Benton) wait outside 
the hotel to greet the owner Lord 
Hamilton (Jennings). 

Garland registers with some 
surprise the addition of Charity 
Lambert (Wakefield), a young, 
glamorous blonde, and they’re 
followed by several other mystery 
men, all upper-class and white-haired. 

Upon his arrival, O’Hara begins 
asking questions about the “serious 
cars” coming in earlier, and 
immediately smells a rat. 

Lord Hamilton is holding a closed 
meeting, with Lords, MPs and 
influencers plotting how to instate Lord 
Halifax as Prime Minister, but it’s clear 
that the room contains more than its 
fair share of Nazi sympathisers. 

A surprise guest arrives at the hotel, 
in the form of Lady Hamilton (Williams), 
and the staff frantically collude to keep 
her out of the Royal Suite where her 
husband is with Charity. 


Garland manages to cut her off and 
she departs, but an unspoken 
humiliation has occurred and she 
won’t easily forget it. 

Next, the Hamiltons’ twin sons, 
Freddie (Jamie Blackley) and Toby 
(Edward Bluemel), arrive. 

Freddie and Emma Garland 
Hermione Corfield) are childhood 
riends and go down to their old haunt 
in the basement, where she senses a 
moment between them. 

Later she confides in Betsey 
(Tointon) who tells her to put it out of 
her head - he’s an aristocrat and 
she’s just the manager’s daughter. 

The next day at breakfast, the 
Hamiltons are dining in the restaurant 
when Charity arrives, despite Emma’s 
best efforts to fend her off. 

Lady Hamilton is appalled, and 
while Freddie ushers her out, Toby 
snaps at his father, who responds by 
giving him a dressing down. 

This is all witnessed by O’Hara who 
finds Toby smoking outside, strikes up 
a conversation and gets the young 
Hamilton to spill the beans about 
Charity’s connections to the Fuhrer. 



Olivia Williams stars in The Halcyon, Monday, ITV, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Britain’s Ancient Capital: Secrets of Orkney 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. An investigation into how recent 
archaeological finds on the archipelago indicate 
that Orkney was the cultural capital of Stone Age 
Britain and the birthplace of the stone circle cult. 
Chris Packham uncovers the secrets revealed by 
the DNA of Orkney’s unique vole, Neil Oliver 
explores tombs and monuments, Shini Somara 
experiments to discover how ancient Orcadians 
could have moved giant blocks of stone over rough 
ground, and Andy Torbet climbs a sea-stack to 
unlock the story of Orkney’s unusual geology. 

Silent Witness 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Part one of two. A severed finger is 
brought to the Lyell Centre by DCI Rory Goodchild 
and immigration enforcement officer Pia Butler, who 
ask Nikki and Thomas to test for a DNA match with 
17 year-old Syrian illegal immigrant Akka Khoury. 
The teenager was sent the digit by a people- 
smuggler who claims to have her mother and is 
demanding money for her safe return. Meanwhile, 
Akka’s 12 year-old cousin Sosa is trying to enter the 
UK illegally hidden in a van on a cross-channel 
ferry. Emilia Fox stars. 


TUESDAY 

Robson Crusoe: A Surprising Adventure 
ITV, 9pm 

You get the feeling that somebody dreamed up the 
premise of this programme after thinking of the title. 
A conversation about it could have gone something 
like this, TV exec 1: ‘Robson sounds a little like 
Robinson, so what Crusoe-like activity could 
he get up to?’TV exec 2: ‘He could be 
stranded on a desert island!’TV exec 1: ‘Yes! 

Let’s go for it!’ And so a show was born. Green 
claims he has long dreamed of living on a 
desert island, and now he gets a chance to do so 
when he’s left stranded on a tiny land mass in 
the South China Seas. But will the experience 
be what he had hoped for? 


Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5,9pm 

The fly-on-the-wall fun begins once more 
as Emma Willis invites another group of 
famous faces to move in together and 
have their every word and move recorded 
for the enjoyment of the viewing public. In I 
a new twist, half of the famous residents 
are previous contestants returning for a 
second stay, having made their 
mark the first time round. 



WEDNESDAY 
No Offence 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Dl Viv Deering returns to work after a 
few months off, and finds herself banging heads 
with a new boss - not to mention a powerful crime 
matriarch. Things kicks off at the funeral of a 
notorious local gangster’s son, where the 
officers realise tensions could easily bubble 
over into a gangland war. Meanwhile, Joy 
I and Tegan team up with the dodgy 
• crematorium owners to piece together 
another case. Paul Abbott’s crime 
comedy drama, starring Joanna 
Scanlan, Elaine Cassidy and 
Alexandra Roach. 


> 


Death in Paradise, Thursday, BBC1,9pm 


THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. A scientist studying 
a live volcano is found dead 
halfway up the mountain, and 
the evidence points to a heart 
attack. Humphrey is convinced 
one of the dead man’s 

_colleagues 

murdered him - 


an unlikely possibility, since they all have alibis. 
Away from the investigation, the inspector eagerly 
awaits Martha’s return to the island, while JP settles 
into married life and Dwayne makes an error of 
judgment while talking to a journalist. Kris Marshall, 
Josephine Jobert and Danny John-Jules star in the 
sun-soaked whodunit, with guest appearances from 
Douglas Hodge, Natasha Little and Sally Bretton. 

FRIDAY 

The Big Soap Quiz: Coronation Street vs 

Emmerdale 

ITV, 9pm 

If you think 2016 was a turbulent year in the ‘real 
world’, then just be thankful you don’t live in 
Weatherfield or Emmerdale, where it’s been one 
disaster after another. In the Dales, the Barton family 
alone lost both Holly and James last year, while on 
Coronation Street, Maria found herself starring in 
her very own version of Gone Girl and yet another 
of Gail Potter-Tilsley-Platt-Hillman-Mclntyre- 
Rodwell’s husbands met his maker. But just how 
much attention have the actors been paying to the 
storylines, especially those that don’t affect their 
characters? Here’s a chance to find out as Stephen 
Mulhern quizzes the stars of Emmerdale and Corrie 
- returning captains Mark ‘Marlon Dingle’ Charnock 
and Jack P Shepherd, aka David Platt. 


Free mortgage advice 

Are you a first time buyer or thinking of moving home? 

For advice about mortgages talk to us! 


T.A.HEWN 


Call 0121 557 2551 to arrange to speak to one of our Mortgage Advisers about 
our range of mortgages. 


DO YOU WANT TO 


Our friendly, professional staff will ensure you get the right product to suit your needs. 
Although they can't advise you on which colour to choose! 




SELL your... 

Unwanted & broken jewellery? 
Pocket watches? 

Chains? 

I War medals? 
Silverware? 

For CASH 



The metal prices are at their 

HIGHEST. 

Make the most of it! 


Jewellery & Watch repairs, 
Jewellery design, Valuations 


W> 38-41 Princess Street 
£ • ••'V Wolverhampton. WV1 1 HD 

01902 428486 

www.tahenn.com 


Members of the National Association of Jewellers 


CLASSIFIEDS 


workmT 


“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 



“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 


Call 01902 319191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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The Green Dog dog sledding yard, where one of its canine inhabitants enjoys a tipple A statue stands out against the snow and ice of Svalbard Making progress during a snowmobile safari across the arctic desert on the Norway island 



The inside of the ice cave at Larsbreen Glacier, Svalbard 


Snow wav! It's Norwa y 


WHEN the floor beneath you ap¬ 
pears to be made of glass, it’s 
advisable to tread carefully. 

And if every surface screams fragil¬ 
ity, there’s even more reason to keep 
hands firmly in pockets. 

But as I walk through a tunnel sparkling 
with Swarovski-worthy crystals, the temp¬ 
tation to touch is irresistible. 

Kreeeanch. Within a split second, clus¬ 
ters of delicate icicles have shattered and, 
for a heart-stopping moment, I wonder if 
our entire ice cave might collapse. Several 
metres below ground, in a glacier almost 
at the top of the world, it’s unlikely any¬ 
one would hear our cries. Fortunately, the 
walls of our ‘hotel’ for the night are made of 
much sturdier stuff - 800-year-old ice that’s 
been prodded and pummelled by far greater 
forces than my inquisitive mitts. 

The 24-hour tour, which starts with a 
3km snowshoe hike, followed by an over¬ 
night stay in an igloo, is one of the attrac¬ 
tions bringing tourists to Arctic archipelago 


By Sarah Marshall 


Svalbard, of which Spitsbergen is the larg¬ 
est island. Approximately 135,000 tour¬ 
ists per year come to these mountainous, 
snow-carpeted lands - half on summer 
cruises in search of polar bears. Winter 
tourism, though, is growing. 

Igloo 

At Green Dog - a family-run business 
offering tours on dogsleds - six unruly mix- 
breed huskies quickly fall into line as they 
tug my sled through steep-sided valleys, 
gleefully churning virgin snow. Born to run, 
they bark and yelp incessantly, only falling 
silent as I lift my foot from the brake. Al¬ 
though slower than pure-bred Alaskans, 
these Greenland dogs have greater stam¬ 
ina and I sense it could take days to drain 
their batteries. As a foggy sun is swallowed 
by the mountains, we retreat to a trapper’s 
hut, greeting a litter of boisterous young 
puppies on the way. 

Sitting in a cabin dressed with weathered 


whale bones and musty musk ox pelt, ex- 
RAF officer Ben Finney, who now manages 
the dog yard, regales the hardships of not 
seeing sun for several months, while staring 
longingly through a window with a stuffed 
ptarmigan sitting pertly on its sill. 

During those dark days, the aurora lifts 
spirits, with blazing light displays possi¬ 
ble at any hour. In January and February, 
there’s even a chance to see the sky stained 
blood red, a phenomenon caused by the sun 
reflecting ice crystals in the atmosphere. 

“In the past, it only happened once a dec¬ 
ade,” explains Ben, “But we’ve already seen 
it four times this year.” 

Although under Norwegian sovereignty, 
Svalbard is owned by no-one, making it the 
safest haven to protect some of the world’s 
most precious jewels. Russia also has a pres¬ 
ence here, and the northernmost consulate 
in the world can be found in Barentsburg. 

We visit as part of a full-day snowmobile 
safari, slicing through snow-swept Arctic 
desert with the ease of a knife cutting but¬ 
ter.Tourism here is also growing, Russian 


guide Arve tells me in splintered English, 
proudly pointing out a bar where the 78 
degrees cocktail is named after both its lat¬ 
itude and alcohol content. 

In total, 2,600 people live in Svalbard, 
outnumbered by 4,000 polar bears - al¬ 
though at this time of year, many of the 
apex predators are denning on the east 
coast. While it’s illegal to specifically go 
in search of them, if you happen to come 
across one, it’s a different story. 

Disappointingly for me - but perhaps not 
our guide - our journey home is bear-free. 

My closest encounter is at Longyear - 
byen’s eccentric restaurant, Mary-Ann’s 
Polarrigg, where a stuffed ursus wearing 
boxing gloves rips through a wall and other 
weird artefacts are encased in the bar. It’s 
certainly a spectacle, but, funnily enough, 
on this occasion my hands stay firmly in my 
pockets. 

• Sarah Marshall was a guest of the 

Norwegian Tourist Board. Visit www. 
visitnorway.com; www.northernnorway. 
com; www.visitsvalbard.com 
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V free courier car Y Free Health cherk /free pkk and Drop oil 


FREE Valve, Balance & Fitting 


BILSTON 01902 404 301 

Millfialds Road, W ton WV4 6JQ 

BLAKENHALL 01902 456 223 

Dudley Road. W-ton WV2 3DE 


eurofitautocentres.co.uk 


DUNSTALL 01902 427 766 

Corsebrook Road, W ton WV10 63D 

WE DN E SFIELD 01902 73 73 74 

Wolverhampton Road. W-ton WV111U3 

STAFFORD RD 01902 425 404 

Stafford Road W-ton WV10 6JF 
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eating out 



Silky smooth and easy on the eye - the panna cotta with almonds and lemon curd The smoked duck salad, with shaved orange zest Beefing it up - the handmade beef tortellini was perfectly seasoned 



Gusto - affordable eating in a sophisticated environment 


Dining with great Gusto 


WHEN Michelin unveiled its stars 
for 2017, it was writing a Tale of 
Two Cities. 

Birmingham and Manchester, the 
two claimants to the title of England’s 
Second City, were at opposite ends of 
the spectrum. 

The loud, brash northerner with the tri¬ 
ple-cooked chip on its shoulder scored a big 
fat zero. Like Liverpool, it was overlooked 
by the taste-makers at Michelin who de¬ 
cided it didn’t cut the wholegrain mustard. 

Birmingham, in contrast, was lauded as 
being the most important area for great 
food, other than London. It was awarded 
five Michelin stars.Paradoxically, the fact 
that Brum is so, so successful makes it a 
target for the trolls. 

The city’s out of touch with ordinary din¬ 
ers who don’t want to blow the cost of a car 
service on lunch, so the cat-callers say. It’s 
all well and good having restaurants like 
Simpsons and Adam’s, both of which have 
been refurbished or relocated with costs at 
between £1-£1.5 million, but where do the 


By Andy Richardson 


proletariat eat if they fancy something nice? 

The answer to that is simple: Gusto. 

Gusto is the new kid on the block and of¬ 
fers affordable eating in a sophisticated en¬ 
vironment on Birmingham’s Colmore Row. 

But, as in ah the best restaurants, it was 
the food that dazzled most of ah. 

Though the environment was convivial 
and buzzy and the staff engaged and wel¬ 
coming, our food was both cleverly designed 
and brilliantly executed. Oh, and it didn’t 
cost the earth, either.So there are breads 
and nibbles to start - the olives are well 
sourced and of a high quality. 

Portions 

Then there are deli boards, for shar¬ 
ers who want to pick and chat their way 
through platters of cured meats or fine 
cheeses. The clever part of the menu, how¬ 
ever, is that Gusto offers pretty much ah of 
its dishes - except for the steaks, seafoods 
and pizzas - as starter or main portions. 


That means you can graze the menu, as we 
did, opting for a selection of small platters, 
as you would in a decent tapas restaurant. 
So as tempted as my friend and I were to 
order a pan fried chicken breast with wild 
mushrooms, tarragon cream and herb po¬ 
lenta, or a lobster and prawn spaghetti in 
a light tomato sauce, we opted to mix and 
match. 

Deep fried calamari with a lemon mayon¬ 
naise were tender, coated in a light, crisp 
batter and served deliciously with plenty of 
fresh lemon and a citrusy mayo. The cook¬ 
ing was spot on. 

Tiger prawns were elegantly cooked - 
and they were only-just cooked, so that 
the texture was damn near perfect. They 
were served in a garlic, tomato and cream 
sauce that was so filling and delicious that 
my friend ate the lot while I was looking 
the other way. Grilled ciabatta served as a 
scoop for the remaining sauce. 

Handmade beef tortellini with pickled 
walnuts and a tomato jus was brilliant. 
The pasta was thin and silky, like a Strictly 
Come Dancing Dress, and the filling sea¬ 


soned with considerable skill. Next time, I’ll 
order it as a main. The sauce was good, too. 
Robust, refreshing and deliciously light and 
sweet, it was packed with flavour. 

A salad of smoked duck with shaved fen¬ 
nel and orange was sublime. The luxurious 
and intense duck worked perfectly with 
sharp orange, peppery radish and delightful 
salad leaves. It would have worked perfectly 
as a main. A side of stick-think courgette 
fries completed our selection and my friend 
and I happily talked and ate until the table 
was clear. 

Oh yes, and I almost forgot the meatballs. 
Dinky, flavoursome and savoury, they were 
topped with cheese and served in a hot to¬ 
mato sauce with ciabatta for dipping. Del- 
ish. 

We’d saved room for dessert: a bowl of 
mini doughnuts with orange Chantilly and 
chocolate sauce and a breathtaking and 
light almond milk panna cotta with flaked 
almonds and lemon curd. The latter was as 
easy on the eye as a vase of Stargazer lilies 
and proved a perfect way to end our Ital- 
ian-tapas-inspired evening. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton 



FLOWERING 

EVENTS 

Whether you’re a green-fingered gardening guru, a floral 
art fanatic or a nervous horticultural novice, there’s inspiration 
galore to be had at Britain’s favourite flower and 
garden shows. 


Quote Code: EQG432 


CHELSEA 

Flower Show and Oxford 

Departing Friday 26 May 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 



FLORI MANIA 

at Hampton Court & Windsor 



Departing Saturday 25 March 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Florimania and Hampton Court 
Palace and grounds 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 .95pp 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: UI«?U& 9v£lOd 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


The perfect treat for mums 
everywhere on this Mother’s Day 
weekend. 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 




Quote Code: RFH042 


CHATSWORTH 

Flower Show and Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 10 June 2017 

n 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 


only 


2 days, by coach 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 




















































MOTORING 


Vivaro ends year on a 
high with top award 

Vauxhall has picked up another award to round off a highly- 
successful year, with the Vivaro being named as What Van? 

Used Van of the Year for the second year in a row. 

Now in their fourth year, the prestigious What Van? awards 
celebrate the best of the best in the LCV sector, with all 14 winners 
receiving their gongs at an awards lunch. 

The Brit-built Vivaro was again recognised at the awards, 
successfully defending its title as ‘Used Van of the Year’. 

“The Vivaro has again proven itself to be the most thought-out 
and user-friendly medium van on the market, and that combines 
with its stylish appeal and best-in-class Bi-Turbo engines to create 
an appealing proposition,” said What Van? Editor James Dallas. 

“The fact that it’s British-built and supporting the UK economy 
is the icing on the cake of a well-thought-out light commercial 
vehicle proposition.” 

Multiple 

This year has seen Vauxhall’s trophy cabinet fill considerably, 
with the manufacturer receiving multiple awards for models 
across its commercial vehicle and passenger car ranges. 

For its CV range, Vauxhall has been recognised by Trade Van 
Driver, Fleet World, and Business Van magazines, among others, 
in a year that has also seen Vauxhall’s Luton plant - where the 
Vivaro is made - receive awards for health and safety. 

Steve Bryant, Vauxhall’s Flead of Commercial Vehicle Brand, 
said: “The Vivaro is a model we are very proud of, and to build it in 
the UK is something that is very important to us. 

“To see it recognised yet again is great to see, as it continues to 
prove itself to CV operators with its style, practicality, comfort and 
efficiency.” 

What Van? offers light commercial vehicle buying and owning 
advice, and the awards are decided by its expert editorial panel 
comprising decades of experience in the industry. 



Stylish appeal and best-in-class bi-turbo engines create appealing proposition 



Vivaro has proven itself the most thought-out and user-friendly medium van 




SPECIAL OFFER 


Z SERVICING & REPAIR 
Z DIAGNOSTICS 

Z COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
Z EXHAUSTS & BRAKES 
Z PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 
Z LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERIES 
Z LOAN CARS AVAILABLE 
Z AIR CON RECHARGE 




%0FF 


ALL SERVICING INCLUDED 
Free Diagnostics worth £40 
until end of February 2017 

Bring this voucher to qualify 




^Auto 

' ‘*§r 



Heath Mill Road Ind. Estate, 
Heath Mill Close, 
j Wombourne WV5 8EX 

Tel: 01902 897755 


www.autoprecision.co.uk 

I 

1 

-4g"rr\. 

A 

To advertise in the 

Motoring Section of 

Wolverhampton Chronicle 

Telephone Phil Morris on 

01902 319177 


There an a d e the a reis l the events ' T. Wa U Va uxha 11 

Massive Ch ristm as & New Year 

Mk B ^^B The West Midlands' 

I BIGGEST New & Used 

Stitt Vauxhall Sale Event 


SAVE UPTO £1500 ON HUNDREDS OF USED CARS IN STOCK 


15/15 VAUXHALL 

CORSA 

EXCITE 1.4 A/C5dr 

Blue. 6,250 miles 




WAS £8995 

NOW 

£8495 

SAVE 

£500 


15/15VAUXHALL ASTRA VXR 



2.0T 240PS 3dr 

Black, 24,500 miles 

WAS £17995 

now £16495 
save £1500 



14/14 VAUXHALL 

MOKKA 

SE 1.7 CDTi 5dr 

Orange Rock, 33,200 miles 

WAS £12995 

NOW 

,£11995 

SAVE 

►£1000 


PRE-REG VAUXHALL SALE ~ 

Massive Savings on Pre Reg, Delivery Mileage Vauxhalls 
Special Drive-Away Prices. SAVE ££££s OFF RRP 


TWall Vauxhall www.twall.co.uk 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford. Tel: 01384 288333 


I STOP PRESS: 22% OFF 
NEWVAUXHALLS 
STARTS 27th DECEMBER 

TV g. j 



VAUXHALL 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions, pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Sporting performance 
and stunning looking 

The car’s front bumpers have aerodynamic blades 





Sales Line open till 10pm all over 

the Holidays Call Steve 07747633329 

« T‘ • v 

^ Free 3 Year Service Plan 

* . 7 * 1 ;**' 

• 82 Point RAC Inspection 

Fully Serviced With MOT 
<1 Free 3 Month RAC Warranty ^ 
if 12 Months RAC Breakdown 


r 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

13 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Brown Only 5000 Miles £7,995 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Blue Only 7000 Miles £9,995 

61 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Blue 7000 Miles £8,995 

63 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V Elite Silver Only 9000 Miles £8,995 

63 Ford C-max 1.6 Zetec 5dr Silver Only 9000 Miles £8,995 

65 Peugeot 308 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure Grey Only 9000 Miles £11,995 

13 Volkswagen Polo 1.4 Match Edition DSG Silver Only 9000 Miles £9,495 

63 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Tekna Auto Silver Only 11000 Miles £9,995 

63 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i 16V SE Brown Only 11000 Miles £7,995 

62 Vauxhall Combo W/Chair Access 1.3 CDTi Auto Blue 11000 Miles £6,495 

64 Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI S Blue Only 12000 Miles £9,495 

14 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i 16V SE Silver Only 12000 Miles £8,495 

64 Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V Elite Brown Only 12000 Miles £9,295 j 

Citroen - 


13 Citroen Berlingo Multi 1.6 e-HDi Air VTR EGS6 Silver 29k £8,495 

10 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Grey 56k £5,295 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive Silver 41 k £7,495 

61 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Red 28k £8,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive+ Red 66k £9,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream Exclusive Grey 24K £10,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £11,995 

07 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto, White 78K £12,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 63K £6,495 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £6,995 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21K £8,995 

Ford 

12 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr [82] White 44k £5,795 

62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr [82] Blue 15k £6,995 

63 Ford Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Zetec Black 28k £7,995 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Zetec 5dr Powershift Blue 22k £7,995 

63 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Titanium Grey 40K £8,995 

13 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 37K £9,295 

07 Ford Mondeo 2.2TDCi 155 ST 5dr Silver 96K £3,995 

Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Start Stop] Black 32K £8,995 

63 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 41 k £8,795 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DIG-S Acenta Premium CVT White 42k £7,995 

07 Nissan Note 1.4 SE 5dr Blue 89k £2,395 

60 Nissan Note 1.6 Tekna Auto Caffe Latte 25k £5,995 

63 Nissan Gashqai 1.5 dCi [110] Acenta Black 18K £10,995 

13 Nissan Gashqai+2 1.6 [117] Acenta 5dr Red 27K £10,795 

Peugeot 

11 Peugeot 107 1.0 Urban 3dr Silver 17k £3,795 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,995 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Blue 31K £8,795 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £9,995 

11 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 112 Sport 5dr EGC Grey 47k £6,995 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II 5dr Blue 13K £9,495 

13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II 5dr Grey 28K £7,995 

62 Peugeot 5008 1.6 e-HDi 112 Allure EGC Grey 25k £10,495 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi 115 Allure Blue 45k £9,995 

61 Peugeot 508 1.6 HDi 112 SR 4dr Blue 66k £5,995 

Seat 

63 Seat Altea XI 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa DSG White 46k £7,995 

63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21K £7,495 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa 5dr DSG Silver 19K £8,795 


Vauxhall 

13 Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V SRi Silver 35k 

11 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX SRi Est Black 45k 
63 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V SRi Est Grey 24k 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 5dr [AC] Brown 20K 
14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 5dr [AC] Red 61K 

63 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 16V Exclusiv 5dr Auto Silver 13k 

60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] SE Silver 32k 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav Silver 40k 
Others 

63 BMW 3 Series 318dSE4dr Red 33k 

61 Chevrolet Spark 1,2i LT 5dr Blue 78k 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36K 
11 Honda Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC EX 5dr CVT Brown 21 k 

61 Hyundai 1X20 1.4 Blue Drive Active Blue 20K 
60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105K 

58 Lexus Is 5.0 V8 IS F Auto Red 58k 

11 Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi 110 Dynam TomTom EDC Bronze 37k 
63 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Blue 27K 
63 Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI S 5dr Bronze 24k 

63 Suzuki Swift 1.2 SZ4 5dr Auto Silver 28K 
08 Toyota Yaris 1.3 WT-i TR 3dr Red 33k 
14 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i Trend White 19K 

64 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 17K 

63 Volvo V40 D2 Cross Country SE Powershift Bronze 41K 


£7,495 

£6,495 

£8,795 

£6,495 

£5,995 

£7,995 

£5,995 

£7,995 

£13,295 

£2,995 

£9,995 

£7,795 

£6,495 

£2,995 

£19,995 

£6,995 

£7,495 

£9,495 

£7,795 

£3,495 

£7,995 

£19,495 

£10,995 
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New Car 


By John Griffiths 


Volkswagen’s Scirocco, if not exactly a forgotten 
car, is often one which is overlooked - largely 
because of its close relatives, the Golf GTi and 
Golf R. 

Under the skin, virtually everything is performance 
Golf: the build quality, excellent handling and lots of 
driving pleasure but in sports coupe clothing rather 
than hot hatchback guise. 

It’s purposeful, uncompromising looks did manage 
to persuade more than 6,000 British buyers last 
year, with a range of engines from the sporty but 
economical 1.4TSi to the greased lightning R model 
with its 2.0 litre TSI power pack and 280bhp under 
the bonnet. 

The latest addition to the Scirocco stable doesn’t 
quite aspire to those heights but it does boast a 
220bhp version of the TSI straight from the iconic 
Golf GTi, plus some additional sports styling and 
equipment. 

This is the new GTS, a £27,700 model which offers 
genuine sporting performance (0 to 62mph in 6.5 
seconds) as well as looks. 



The interior has an exclusive trim 

It is, of course, a coupe which means two doors 
only, and its low stance - while perfect for the driver - 
may be why some buyers opt for the Golf instead, with 
its five doors and easier access to the rear seats. 

To others, the Scirocco’s slippery shape and 
wide, powerful haunches - plus the desire to be 
different - make it an irresistable proposition. To be 
fair, though, the rear seats are perfectly capable of 
accommodating two adults and the boot is a practical 
size (315 litres, rising to over 1,000 litres with the rear 
seats folded) so it’s arguably more family friendly than 
some coupe rivals. 

As you might expect it handles like a performance 
Golf, with great agility combined with stability - 
perhaps even bettering its cousin. 

The engine is a TSI, so it’s turbocharged: that means 
not only 220bhp but (for a car of this size) a hefty 
350Nm of torque. Therefore it pulls strongly from low 
revs, is particularly flexible with plenty of get up and 
go in almost any gear, and cruises smoothly and 
quietly at a relatively low rpm. 

The GTS is set apart, visually, from the rest of the 
Scirocco range by its new 18-inch alloy wheels, red 
brake calipers and (if you want them) GTS decal 
stripes. The low profile tyres are the self-sealing type, 
but just in case theres a space-saver in the boot. 

The interior gets special treatment, too, with an 
exclusive trim, GTSD badging and the legendary 
‘golf ball’ gear knob. The GTS also has an auxilary 
instrument cluster, mounted in a binnacle atop the 
dash, with a chonometer lap timer, boost gauge and 
oil temperature gauge - a sporting touch harking 
back to the original 1974 Scirocco. 

It is luxurious as well as sporty, with features such 
as dual zone climate control, electrically adjustable 
and heated front sports seats and mirrors, and a 
cooled glovebox. The central colour touchscreen 
controls the navigation system as well as audio car 
information, telephone and multi device connectivity. 
The car’s price also includes a three year subscription 
to Car-Net, which gives you access to a wide range of 
information from where to find a parking space to the 
weather and the news headlines. 

Other standard equipment includes a stability 
programme and electronic differential lock, hill hold 
function, parking sensors and six airbags. 

Scirocco prices start from £21,040 for the 1.4 TSI 
with 125bhp, rising to £32,865 for the mighty R version 
with 280bhp on tap: there isn’t (yet) a Scirocco 
equivalent to the flagship Golf R boasting 300bhp. 

This Scirocco has everything we’ve come to expect 
of the iconic Golf Gti, albeit in a rather more svelte 
package. And for those who want to go down that 
road, the GTS has those extra sporty styling touches 
which should add to its attractions. 
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New challenger in the 
popular SUV market 



The Ateca has been designed as neat, stylish and modern 


By Ian Donaldson 

Destined to become one of the core models of this 
outpost of the currently troubled VW Group empire, 
the Ateca is the first shot in an SUV campaign that will 
see a smaller sibling arrive sometime in 2017. 

They can’t come quickly enough as industry watchers 
confidently predict we will all soon be fighting for the 
keys to an SUV shaped family transporter. 

These built-tall-and-butch machines are headed in 
the sales charts by the Nissan Qashqai. The marketing 
people say an Ateca is likely to cost you up to three per 
cent less than an equivalent Qashqai. Take that Nissan! 

Even so, in a market where emotion rules over simple 
cost calculations, it might take more than a useful price 
advantage to persuade people into the SEAT offering. 

So designing a car that looks neat, stylish and modern 
is a good starter. And it does, with crisp lines and a 
suitably grown up stance, the Ateca scores well in the 
car park stakes. 

Inside, it could comfortably have come from either 
Skoda or Volkswagen, with the same no nonsense 
approach to driving that makes those two marques such 
a sensible choice to people who like their cars simply to 
work in an uncomplicated way. 

It’s not quite in Audi interior territory; although as 
carefully screwed together (by Skoda in the Czech 
Republic), it lacks the German brand’s ultimate layer of 
glitz. It also costs thousands less, of course. 



Open the tailgate and there’s a decent boot space 


So perhaps SEAT has found its role in life, to offer a 
reasonably priced alternative to more obvious names, 
with a dusting of Spanish design elan in the mix. 

Propelling the new Ateca is a familiar mix of two petrol 
and three diesel engines, with a potentially frugal 1.0 
litre petrol at the entry level, from £17,990 and a £29,990 
2.0 litre diesel auto with on demand four-wheel drive at 
the summit. In fact, should you want either all-wheel 
drive or automatic gears you’ll have to head for a 2.0 
diesel, although SEAT thinks likely best sellers are 1.4 
TSI petrol (in top XCELLENCE trim) and 2.0 TD1150 for 
private buyers with fleet users gravitating to an SE 1.6 
TDI Ecomotive. 

The Ateca might look capable of modest off-roading, a 
primary attraction of SUVs even if they venture no further 
than a kerb in the Waitrose car park, but a modest 15 per 
cent of them will have SEAT’S 4Drive fitted. 

More important to more buyers will be the techie bits 
inside the car that let you fully integrate your mobile 
phone, regardless of make and, standard on every 
Ateca, emergency braking that stops you in low speed 
likely collisions if you’re not paying attention. 

Open the tailgate and you’ll find a boot that is a bit 
bigger than the Qashqai’s and can be turned into a fine 
attempt at a van by easily flopping the rear seatback 
forward. 

Venture into any of the SEAT’S seats (sorry) and you 
could be in any of the recent similarly sized products 
from the VW Group. Take that as a compliment and 
tribute to a colossal research and development budget 
that makes any SEAT (or VW, Audi or Skoda) so 
comfortably easy to drive. 

The driver is faced by a dashboard that favours 
simplicity and sense over glitz and is all the better for it. 
You might call it just a touch dull but there’s no doubting 
it all works well. 

So does the car when you head out for a drive, 
powered by the likely private buyer’s favourite 1.4 litre 
petrol engine in a £21,015 Ateca SE. Its 150 horsepower 
and willingness to rev politely mean there’s enough 
overtaking potential to mean an Ateca packed with 
people and holiday luggage won’t feel out of its depth. 

The ride is on the firmish side but that means this 
car feels reasonably crisp when you ask it to change 
direction, which is what you hope a family friendly SUV 
will provide. It also showed 42mpg after a modestly 
demanding test drive, with a switch to a 150 horsepower 
diesel with 4Drive in XCELLENCE trim doing better, at 
53mpg but topping £30,000 with a few extras on board. 

The sweet spot of the range is probably the 1.4 
petrol version, especially if you are unlikely to rack up 
interstellar mileages, where a diesel is the more sensible 
choice. 




Barlow Motors Mega Deal! 


E2JSOO DEPOSIT FROM US! 

on these brand new cars... 


Brand New 3dr 

Mil DESIGN 
£430 DEPOSIT/rom you 
£99per month... 



Mii DESIGN 
spec includes: 

•AirConditioning • Bluetooth® 

• LED Daytime Running Lights 
•Trip computer 

• Remote Central Locking 

• Electric Front Windows 

• Halogen Headlights 

• Electrically Adjusted Door Mirrors 


Brand New Sport Coupe 3dr 

IBIZA FR TECH TSi 

NO DEPOSIT from you 

£178 PER MONTH 


PLUS 1 YEAR’S FREE INSURANCE 



IBIZA FR TECHNOLOGY 
spec includes: 

•Tech Pack(incSat Nav) 

• 16” alloys • Sports seats 
•Sports suspension 

•AirConditioning • Bluetooth® 

• LED daytime running lights 

• DAB Radio 

• Media System 

with 5” colour touchscreen 

• Cruise Control 

• Remote Central Locking 

• Front fog lights 

• Electric Front Windows 

• Electrically Adjusted Door Mirrors 


Brand New 5dr 

LEON FR TECH TSi 

£249 DEPOSIT from you 

£249 PER MONTH, 




LEON FR TECH spec includes: 

• Tech Pack (inc Sat Nav) • Alloys 
•AirConditioning • Bluetooth® 

• Cruise Control • Sports seats 
•Sports suspension 

• Remote Central Locking 

• Front fog lights • CD / MP3 

• Electric Front Windows 

• Electrically Adjusted 
& Heated Door Mirrors 

• Media System 

with 5” colour touchscreen 


OPEN - 

NewYears Eve 31 st 8.30am-5pm 

New Years Day Closed 

Monday 2nd lanllam-4pm 


/ TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 


BARLOW MOTORS New Hampton Road West, 
Wolverhampton WV6 0PL. Tel: 01902 714503 ^ 

*0ne year’s insurance included at no extra cost from SEAT Insurance is available on all qualifying new Ibiza FR models only ordered from 1st July 2016 to 30th September 2016 and registered by 10th January 2017 for drivers 18 and over. Drivers under 18 are 
not eligible. May exclude Northern Ireland. Drivers aged 18-24 are required to share their driving style data with a telematics product. Available on Ibiza FR trim only. Other eligibility criteria apply. Go to www.seat.co.uk/free-insurance-offerfor full terms and 
conditions. This offer may be extended, changed or removed at any point. SEAT Motor Insurance from SEAT Financial Services is arranged and administered by Carrot Risk Technologies Limited. “At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own 
the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or in) replace: part exchange the vehicle. Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject 
to status. Terms and conditions apply. Offer available when ordered from 1st July to 30th September 2016. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Guarantees/ 
indemnities may be required. Stoke SEAT is a credit broker not a lenderforthis financial promotion. We work with a number of carefully selected finance providers to provide finance to our customers including SEAT Finance, Freepost SEAT Financial Services. We 
may receive a commission from them for the introduction. Finance example: SEAT Mii 1.0 Design 3dr. Period of Hire: 49 months. Cash price £9,695.00. SEAT deposit contribution £2,500.00. Less advance payment/allowance from customer £430.00. Balance of 
cash price / amount of credit £6,765.00. Add charges £1,313.28. Balance £8,078.28. Balance payable by 48 monthly rentals of £99.86. Followed by a final rental of £3,285.00. Acceptance fee payable with first rental £0.00. Purchase fee payable with final rental 
f 10.00. Total amount payable £8,518.28. Fixed rate of interest 6.6%. Annual percentage rate 6.6%. Finance example based on 5,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges of 4.4 pence per mile apply if you return the vehicle at the end of the agreement. 

SEAT Ibiza SC FR TECHNOLOGY 1.2 TSI 90PS 3dr. Period of Hire: 49 months. Cash price £13,995.00. Less advance payment/allowance from customer f0.00. SEAT deposit contribution £2,500.00. Balance of cash price / amount of credit £11,495.00. Add charges 
f2,341.30. Balance £13,836.30. Balance payable by 48 monthly rentals of f 178.10. Followed by a final rental of £5,287.50. Acceptance fee payable with first rental £0.00. Purchase fee payable with final rental f 10.00. Total amount payable £16,346.30. Fixed 
rate of interest 7.0%. Annual percentage rate 7.0%. Finance example based on 5,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges of 4.4 pence per mile apply if you return the vehicle at the end of the agreement. SEAT Leon 1.4 TSI 150PS FRTECH PACK 5dr. Period 
of Hire: 49 months. Cash price f19,889.91. SEAT deposit contribution £2,500.00. Less advance payment/allowance from customer f249.00. Balance of cash price / amount of credit £17,140.91. Add charges £2,416.09. Balance £19,557.00. Balance payable 
by 48 monthly rentals of f249.00. Followed by a final rental of £7,605.00. Acceptance fee payable with first rental £0.00. Purchase fee payable with final rental £10.00. Total amount payable £22,316.00. Fixed rate of interest 4.9%. Annual percentage rate 
4.9%. Finance example based on 8,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges of 6 pence per mile apply if you return the vehicle at the end of the agreement. SEAT UK and Barlow Motors reserve the right to withdraw, change or vary the offers at anytime and 
without prior notice at its sole discretion and in any manner. Cars used are for illustration purposes only colours, wheels and accessories may vary from those shown here. 


www.bestSEATdeals.com 
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AvailableCar Cannock 


The West Midland’s largest Car Supermarket 


Over 5000 cars from £3000 to £23000 
at AvailableCar.com and 
the West Midland’s largest 
Car Supermarket in Cannock. 

Over 30 brands without visiting 
30 different garages. 

Every car covered by our 

7 Day Price Promise and 
our World Class Service! 




Over 1000 cars 

under £7000 

or less than £151 per month 

O / Representative 

# .y /o apr 


Hire Purchase Representative Example 
60 Monthly Payments of £150.06 

On The Road Price £6999.00 

Customer Deposit NIL 

Amount of Credit £6999.00 

Interest Charges £2004.60 

Total Amount Payable £9003.60 

Fixed Interest Rate 5.73% 

Duration of Agreement 60 months 
Representative APR 10.9% APR 


11/11 Chevrolet Spark 1.0+ I 

11/11 Kia Picanto 1.1 Domino I 

11/11 Vaux Agila 1.2 S I 

11/11 Ren Meg 1.6 WT Exp I 

11/61 Vaux Corsa 1.0 E/F S | 

12/62 Hyundai 1101.2 Act 1 

10/60 Ren Twingo 1.6 WT RenSp Cup 133 I 
12/63 Peug 1071.0 Act | 

12/12 Ren Clio 1.2 DynTomT 
13/63 CitrCI 1.0VTR 
12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 S 
13/63 Ford Ka 1.2 Studio Connect 
11/61 Suzuki Swift 1.2 SZ3 
12/63 Peug 1071.0 Act I 

13/63 Rat Punto 1.2 Easy H 

13/63 Fiat Panda 1.2 Pop I 

10/10 Ren Clio 1.2TCE DynTomT i 

09/59 VW Polo 1.4 80 Match ! 

10/10 Vaux Zafiral.6 WT Energy ! 

13/13 Peug 1071.0 Allure ! 

10/10 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Bluetooth I 

13/63 VW Up 1.0 Take Up § 

11/11 Ren Meg Coup 1.6 WT DynTomT ! 
12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Exd ! 

10/60 Fiat 5001.2 Sp 

14/14 CitrC11.0Ed I 

13/13 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Ice 

12/62 Rat 5001.2 Pop Blue&Me ! 

14/14 CitrC11.0Ed I 

14/63 Vaux Corsa 1.0 E/F Sting I 

13/63 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Move with Style 1 

14/14 NissanMicral.2Visia 

12/12 VW Polo 1.2 70S I 

11/11 Peug 2071.6 HDi Allure P/Roof I 

11/61 Vaux Meriva 1.4 SE P/Roof I 

14/63 CitrC11.0 Platinum 

11/61 Ford Resta 1.4 TDCi Zetec 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi I 

12/61 CitrC41.6 HDi 90 VTR+ 1 

14/64 Skoda CiSgo 1.0 SE I 

14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 I 

10/60 Ren Scenic 1.5 dCi 1061-Music I 

13/13 Fiat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy I 

12/61 Seat Ibiza Est 1.4 SE Copa ! 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SE I 

12/62 CitrC31.4 HDi VTR+ I 

14/14 MG MG31.5 VTi-TECH 3Style ! 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi ! 

12/62 Rat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy ! 

14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 

14/64 Seat Mii 1.01 TECH 

12/12 Ford Resta 1.6 TDCi Edge ECOnetic II I 

13/63 Rat 5001.2 Lounge ! 

12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi ! 

13/63 Rat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy i 


13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Ford Sync £6,299 

13/63 Hyundai 1101.2 Style £6,299 

15/65 Nissan Micral.2 Visia £6299 

14/63 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Energy —i 

14/64 CitrC11.0VTi Feel £6,299 

13/13 Citr C31.6 e-HDi 90 A/D VTR+ £6l! 

14/64 Ford Ka 1.2 Metal Connectivity Pk £6,299 

15/15 Peug 1081.0 Access :£6;299 

12/62 Citr C31.6 e-HDi 90 A/D Excl £6,299 

13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Ford Sync £6,299 

15/15 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,299 

14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 Des £6,299 

14/63 Fiat 5001.2 S £6,299 

14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SXi £6,299 

11/11 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi £6,399 

12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,399 

14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ £6,399 

14/14 Fiat 5001.2 Colour Therapy I— 

13/13 Vaux Meriva 1.4 Excl 

15/15 Citr C31.0 PureTech VT £6,499' 

13/13 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,499 

15/65 Kia Picanto 1.01 Air £6,499 

14/14 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,499 

14/64 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Sting £6,499 

13/13 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,499 

13/63 Rat Punto 1.4 Multiair Sping £6,499 

12/12 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura £6,499 

14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ £6,499 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTr EF SXi S/S £6,499 
13/13 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ £6,499 

14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi £6,499 

13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style M 

13/63 Peug 2081.4 HDi Act Nav £6,499 

14/14 Seat Ibiza Coup 1.4 Toca £6,499 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTi E/F SXi £6,499 

13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,599 

14/63 Vaux Adam 1.2 Jam Technical Pk £6,599 
14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi £6,599 

14/64 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,599 

11/11 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S Street/City Pk £6,599 
12/62 Vaux Meriva 1.3 CDTi E/F Tech Line Nav£6,599 
14/64 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,599 

13/63 Kia Picanto 1.25 2 A £6,699 

13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,699 

13/63 Citr C41.6 VTi 120 VTR+ £6,699 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed £6,699 

09/59 Volvo C30 
1.6 R DESIGN 3dr 
59 plate 


14/14 Vaux Adam 1.2 Jam Technical Pk £6,799 
13/ 63 Vaux Zafira 1.6 WT Excl £6,799 

13/63 VW Up 1.0 High Up £6,799 

14/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style £6,799 

13/13 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura £6,799 

10/60 Toyota Avensis 1.8 V-Matic TR Nav £6,799 
13/13 Vaux Meriva 1.3 CDTi E/F Tech Line £6,799 

13/63 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,799 

12/11 Ford Resta 1.4 TDCi Zetec '£6-799 

14/14 Vaux Adam 1.4 Jam Technical Pk £6,799 
13/63 Vaux Meriva 1,4T 120 Excl |gra 

13/63 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,799 

13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,799 

13/13 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi £6,799 

12/62 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Edge £6,899 

14/64 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,899 

13/13 Kia Rio 1.4 3 £6,899 

13/63 Citr C31.6 VTi 120 Excl ETG £6,999 

14/64 Fiat 5001.2 Lounge Leather £6,999 

12/61 Honda Civic 1.4 l-VTEC SI £6,999 

14/14 Hyundai 1101.0 Prem £6,999 

10/10 Mazda MX-5 Conv 1.8 SE £6,999! 

13/63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi 90 Ace £6,999 

12/62 Peug 2081.6 e-HDi 92 Allure £6,999 

12/12 Ren Meg Tourer 1.6 dCi 130 Dyn TomT £6,999 
13/63 Skoda Roomster 1.6 TD1105 SE £6,999 
13/13 Vaux Astra 1.7 CDTi 130 E/F Excl 
14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed 
13/63 Vaux Meriva 1.7 CDTi 130 Excl 
11/11 VW Polo 1.4 SEL DSG 
13/63 Citr C31.6 VTi 120 Excl 
12/12 Citr DS31.6 e-HDi 90 A/D DStyle 
15/15 Fiat 5001.2 Pop 
14/64 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
13/13 Ford Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Zetec Ford SyncNav£6,999 


09/59 Fiat Panda 
1.2 Dynamic ECO 5dr 
59 plate 


when new 

£7905 





our price 

£6999 


13/63 VW Up 1.0 High Up 
15/15 Nissan Micra 1.2 Ace 
14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act 
13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SE A 
14/64 Fiat Panda 1.2 Lounge 
13/63 Peug2081.2VTiAccess+ 
15/64 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi 
13/63 Citr DS31.2 VTi DSign 
14/64 Ford Ka 1.2 T 
13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ 


12/12 Hyundai 1301.6 CRDi Blu/D Class 

£6,999 

13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act 

£6,999 

1E62 Ren Scenic 1.6 WT Dyn TomT 

£6,999 

14/14 Vaux Adam 1.4 Jam Technical Pk 

£6,999 

1 El 3 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi A 

£6,999 

14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed 

£6,999 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi 

£6,999 

13/13 Vaux Zafiral.6 WT Excl 

£6,999 

10/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 Technik 

£6,999 

13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Style 

£6,999 

13/63 Kia Venga 1.4 Eco 2 

£6,999 

1E13 Peug 3081.6 HDi Act Nav 

£6,999 

1E13 ToyotaAuris 1.33 Dual WTTR 

£6,999 

1E62 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Act 

£6,999 

13/13 Vaux Astra Est 1.7 CDTi 110 EF SRi 

£6,999 

1E63 VW Up 1.0 High Up P/RoofSps Pk 

£6,999 

14/14 Citr C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 90 VTR+ 

£6,999 

1E12 Citr DS31.6 VTi 120 DS1yle+ 

£6,999 

14/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

£6,999 

1 El 2 Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec AppPk 

£6,999 

1E63 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura 

£6,999 

13/63 Peug 2081.4 HDi Access+ 

£6,999 


We constantly check and adjust our prices 
to make sure they’re competitive and fair. 

Visit AvailableCar.com for latest prices 
of over 5000 cars and much, much more. 




455 

PRICES 

SLASHED 

THIS WEEK! 


OUR SMALL PRINT 


No Additional RIP OFF Fees! 

Unlike many car dealers WE DO NOT CHARGE EXTRA 
for our inspections and checks, valet and number plates. 


Over 1600 

Small Cars 

over 300 diesels 


15/64 Abarth 5001.4 T-Jet 
13/63 Audi All.6 TDIS Line 
13/63 Audi A1 Spback 1.6 TDIS Line 
14/64 CitrC11.0 VTi Feel 
13/63 Citr C31.4 e-HDi AirD VTR+ EGS 
13/63 Citr DS31.2 VTi DSign 
14/14 Citr DS31.6 e-HDi 90 DStyle 
14/64 Citr DS31.6 VT1120 DStyle+ 

12/12 Fiat 5001.2 Lounge 
14/64 Fiat 5001.2 S 
10/10 Fiat Panda 1.4100HP 
16/16 Ford Fiesta 1.0 E/BI 00 T 
13/13 Ford Resta 1.0EB125 T City Pk 
13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Studio 
10/10 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec City Pk 
14/64 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.4 T 
14/14 Ford Resta 1.5 TDCi Zetec 
14/14 Ford Fiesta 1.6 E/B180 ST-2 Style Pk 
15/65 Ford Resta 1.6 T P/Shift 
13/63 Ford Ka 1.2 T 
14/64 Hyundai 1101.0 SE 
14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 
13/13 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura 
14/64 Mini Cooper 1.5 A 
13/63 Mini Cooper Conv 1.6 2dr Pp/Pk 
13/63 Mini Countryman One 1.6D Pepper 
15/15 Nissan Micra 1.2 Ace 
13/63 Peug 1071.0 Allure 
11/11 Peug 2071.4 Act 
14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ 

12/12 Ford Fiesta 
1.25 Zetec 3dr 


when new 

£12665 


OverlOOO 

Medium Cars 

over 300 diesels 


14/14 Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 Progression £8,999 
15/15 Alfa Giulietta 2.0 JTDM-2150 Excl £12,499 
12/12 Audi A3 2.0 TD1140 Black Ed Tech Pk £12,299 
15/64 Audi A3 Saloon 1.6 TDI Sp 17in Alloys £16,699 
09/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 TDI SE £8,299 

10/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 Technik £6,999 

12/62 Audi A3 Spback 2.0 TD1140 Sp £11,699 
12/12 Audi A3 Spback 2.0 TD1170 Quattro £10,699 
1E65 Bmw 1116d 1.5 Sp Nav £15,299 

14/64 Bmw 1116d 2.0 M Sp Red LthrSun £14,999 
14/64 Bmwl 116i 1.6 MSp £15,999 

13/63 Bmw 1118d 2.0 SE £11,399 

15/15 Bmwl 120d2.0Sp £16,999 

12/12 Bmw 1 Coup 118d 2.0 Sp Plus Ed 2dr £11,599 
12/61 Citr C41.6 HDi 90 VTR+ £5,799 

13/13 Citr DS41.6 e-HDi 115 A/D DStyle £9,399 
13/63 Ford Focus 1.0 E/B 100 Zetec App Pk £8,799 
16/16 Ford Focus 1.0 EB 125 Zetec Nav App £11,999 
15/65 Ford Focus 1.5 TDCi T Nav £13,199 

16/16 Ford Focus 1.5 TDCi Zetec S AppPk2 £13,299 
13/63 Ford Focus 1.6105 Zetec £8,699 




13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTI Allure P/Roof 
13/63 Peug 2081.4 HDi Allure 
13/63 Peug 2081.6 e-HDi Allure 
14/63 Ren Clio 1.2 Dyn MedNav 
13/13 Ren Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dyn MedNav 
12/12 RenTwingo1.2Dyn 
15/64 Seat Ibiza 1.4 SE 
13/63 Seat Ibiza Coup 1.4 Toca 
13/13 Seat Mii 1.0 Sp P/Roof 
16/16 Skoda Citigo 1.0 SE ASG 
14/14 Suzuki Splash 1.0 SZ3 
13/63 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Mode 
15/64 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i X-Pression 
13/13 Toyola Yaris 1.5 WT-i Hybrid T4 CVT 
14/64 Vaux Adam 1.4 Glam 
13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.0 E/F S 
12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Excl 
14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed BlueTooth 
15/65 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SRi 
14/64 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SXi 
13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTi E/F SE 
15/15 Vaux Corsa 1.4 Des 
11/11 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SE A 
12/12 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi Bluetooth 
15/65 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi W-line 
13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.4T 120 Black Ed 
13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.7 CDTi EF SRi 
13/13 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Ed 
13/63 VW Polo 1.2 70S 
13/63 VW Polo 1.2 TDI Match Ed 
13/63 VW Polo 1.4 Match Ed 


£8,799 

£4,599 

£7,099 

£6,499 

£5,999 

£7,599 

£5,499 

£4,699 

£6,699 


£5,399 

£7,199 


£6,899 

£6,999 

£7,399 


£7,499 

£6,899 

£6,499 


12/12 Ford Focus 1.6125 T P/Shift Nav 
15/15 Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec P/Shift App Pk£9,999 
13/63 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi T £9,299 

13/63 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi T Nav App Pa £9,999 
13/13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec £8,499 

1 El 3 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCI Zetec App Pk £8,999 
14/64 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Nav AppPk £9,499 
13/62 Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec P/Shift £8,299 
14/64 Ford Focus 2.0T E/B 250 ST-3 £16,499 
13/13 Honda Civic 1.6 i-DTEC SE £8,699 

11/61 Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC Type SGT Leath£9,699 
13/13 Kia Ceed 1.6 GDi 4 Tech DCT £11,999 
11/61 Lexus CT 200h 1.8 SE-L Premier CVT £10,999 
13/63 Merc AA1801.5 CDIB/E AMG Sp Nav £15,799 
15/15 MercAA2002.1 CDIAMGSp Night £18,299 
12/62 Peug 3081.6 HDi 92 Act £6,999 

16/65 Ren Meg 1.5 dCi 110 Dyn Nav £9,799 

11/11 Ren Meg 1.6 WT Exp £4,399 

15/64 Seat Leon 1.4 TS1150 FR Tech Pk £12,799 
13/63 Seat Leon 2.0 TD1150 FR Tech Pk £12,499 
13/63 Seat Leon Coup 2.0 TD1184 FR Tech £12,199 
13/63 Vaux Astra 1.4 Energy £7,999 

15/65 Vaux Astra 1.4 SRi Bluetooth £9,299 

14/64 Vaux Astra 1.6 CDT1136 EF SRi £8,699 

13/63 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Elite £8,399 

15/15 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Elite £9,999 

13/63 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Energy £8,499 

12/62 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi £7,199 

13/13 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi A £7,199 

13/13 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDTi 165 E/F Elite £8,499 

13/63 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDTi 165 E/F SRi £8,499 

13/63 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDT1165 SRi A £8,399 
14/14 Vaux Astra GTC 2.0 CDT1165 SRi £9,599 
14/14 Vaux Astra GTC 2.0T VXR Aero £15,999 

13/63 VW Golf 1.6 TD1105 BMT SE £10,699 
13/13 VW Golf 1.6 TD1105 SE £10,499 

09/09 VW Golf 2.0 TDi 140 SE DSG £6,999 

15/15 VW Golf 2.0 TD1184 GTD Nav £18,499 
12/62 VWScirocco 2.0 TDi 140 BMT DSG £14,199 
09/59 Volvo C301.6 R Des £5,399 

14/64 Volvo V401.6 D2115 R Des Nav £13,999 


Over 600 

Large Cars 

over 300 diesels 


12/62 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 TDI Sp £9,999 

10/10 Audi A4 2.0 TD1143 SE A £8,999 

13/63 Audi A4 2.0 TDIe 136 SE Technik £13,499 
13/63 Audi A5 Spback 1,8T FSI SE 5 Seat £14,799 
13/13 Audi TT Coup 2.0 TD1170 Quattro STro £17,499 
13/13 Bmw3316d2.0Sp ProMed £11,999 
10/60 Bmw 3 318i 2.0 ES £7,599 

12/62 Bmw 3 320d 2.0 EfficientDyns A £14,499 
09/59 Bmw 3 320i 2.0 M Sp BusEd £10,299 
10/60 Bmw 3 Coup 325i 3.0 SE 2dr £11/“ 



£12661 


£8999 


Over 1600 

Estates, 4x4s, 
MPVs/SUVs 


12/62 Bmw 5 520d 2.0 M Sp Bus Med £16,999 
14/63 Bmw 5 520d 2.0 Modem Pro Med £17,999 
12/12 Bmw 5 525d 2.0 SE £14,499 

11/61 Bmw Z4 23i 2.5 sDrive M Sp Highline £15,999 
13/63 Citr DS5 2.0 HDi 160 DSp £12,299 

11/61 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco T X £8,499 

13/13 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco Zetec £8,999 

13/63 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco Zetec BusEd £9,499 
10/10 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 T £7,699 

13/13 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 TX BusEd £10,999 
12/62 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec BusEd £8,999 
11/11 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 163 T X £8,499 
13/13 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec P/Shift £11,499 
15/65 Hyundai 1401.7 CRDi 115 Blu/D S £11,999 
14/64 Jaguar XF2.2d 163 Lux A £19,999 

14/64 Jaguar XF2.2d 200 R-Sp A £19,999 

13/13 JaguarXF3.0dV6 Prem Lux AS/S £16,999 
1 El 6 Mazda Mazda6 2.0 SE Nav £14,999 

1E63 Merc A A1801.5 CDI B/E SE Nav £13,999 
08/58 Merc C Cl 80K 1.8 SEA £7,999 

11/11 Merc C C220 2.1 CDI B/E Ele £10,999 
11/61 Merc C C220 2.1 CDI B/E SE Nav £11,299 
12/62 Merc C Coup Cl 801.6 B/E AMG Spor £15,999 
1E59 Merc CLC 200K1.8 Sp A £8,999 

14/14 Merc E E220 2.1 CDI B/E SE A £18,999 
08/08 Merc SLK 200K1.8 2dr A £9,999 

14/64 Peug RCZ Coup 1.6 THP156 GT 2dr £14,999 
13/13 Peug RCZ Coup 1.6 THP 156 Sp Nav £12,399 
12/12 Peug RCZ Coup 2.0 HDi 163 GT2dr £12,299 
1E63 Peug RCZ Coup 2.0 HDi 163 GT Nav £13,999 
1 El 3 Seat Toledo 1.6 TDI SE £7,999 

10/10 Skoda Octavia 2.0 TD1140 Ele £7,999 
14/14 Toyota Avensis 2.0 D-4D Icon £10,699 
15/64 Toyota GT86 2.0 D-4S Aero 2dr £19,999 
1 El 6 Vaux Insignia 1.6 CDTi SRi Vx-line £13,999 
1 El 0 Vaux Insignia 1.8 WT SRi 18in Alloys £5,999 
15/15 Vaux Insignia 1.8 WT SRi 18in Alloys £9,799 
1E63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1120 E/F Ltd Ed £10,999 
1E12 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1130 Excl £7,999 
15/15 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1140 E/F Elite £13,499 
14/64 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 140 E/F SRi Nav £11,299 
1E63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 EF Elite £10,599 
13/13 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1160 SE Nav A £9,599 
1E62 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1160 SRi £8,999 
11/61 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi A18in £8,299 
14/64 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 163 EF SRi Nav £11,499 
1E63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 163 Tech Line £10,299 
15/15 VW CC 2.0 TD1140 BMT Nav £15,299 
14/14 VW CC 2.0 TD1140 BMT GT DSG £14,899 
13/13 VW Passat 1.6 TD1105 BMT Highline £9,999 
1E63 VW Passat 2.0 TD1140 BMT Highline £11,299 
1E62 VW Passat 2.0 TD1170 BMT Sp DSG £11,299 


13/63 Vauxhall Zafira 
Tourer 2.0 CDTi 130 SRi 
63 plate 


when new 

£25070 



you save 

£14571 


our price 

£10499 


13/13 Audi A4 Allroad 2.0 TD1177 Quattro £17,499 
1E13 Audi A4 Avarrt 2.0 TDIe 163 SE Technik £13,999 
1E62 Bmw 5 Touring 520d 2.0 M Sp £15,999 
13/63 Ford Focus Est 1.6105 Zetec £9,499 

1E62 Ford Focus Est 1.6 EB150 T City Pk £9,299 

1E63 Ford Focus Est 1.6 TDCi Zetec £7,999 

14/14 Ford Focus Est 2.0T 250 ST-3 £17,499 

1 El 3 Ford Mondeo Est 2.0 TDCi 163 T X £11,999 
14/64 Mazda Mazda6 Tourer 2.2d 150 SE-L £14,999 
11/61 Merc E Est E250 2.1 CDI B/E Sp Com £14,499 
14/63 Peug 20081.6 e-HDi 92 Allure £9,999 
14/14 Peug 308 SW 1.6 HDi 115 Allure £10,999 
15/15 Seat Leon X-PERIENCE 2.0 TDI SE TechEI 5,799 
1E65 Toyota Avensis Tourer 1,6D 110 Act £12,199 
15/15 Vaux Astra Est 1.6 WT Elite £10,499 

1 El 2 Vaux Astra Est 1.6 WT SRi £6,999 

1 El 3 Vaux Astra Est 1.7 CDTi 110 E/F SRi £6,999 

15/15 Vaux Astra Est 2.0 CDTi 165 SRi £10,399 

15/15 Vaux Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi 140 EF £14,599 
1E58 Vaux Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi A£9,999 
15/15 VW Golf Est 1.6 TD1105 BMT SE £12,999 
1E62 VW Passat Est 2.0 TD1140 BMT SE £10,999 
1E63 Volvo V70 2.0 D3136 BusEd Geartron £14,999 
1E63 Audi Q3 2.0 TD1140 Quattro S 2WD £17,999 
13/13 Bmw X3 xDrive20d 2.0 SE 4WDPro £17,199 
1E63 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec 2WDApp£11,499 
14/14 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi 163 TXSp 4WD £19,299 
14/14 Hyundai Santa Fe 2.2 CRDi Prem £18,999 
1E61 Kia Spage 2.0 KX-2 4WD £12,699 

12/62 ERover Range Rover Evoque 2.2 TD4 £21,999 
11/11 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WDPrem £7,799 
13/12 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi 110 Visia 2WD £7,499 
15/65 Nissan Juke 1.6 N-Connecta A 2WD £12,999 
1E63 Nissan Qqai 1.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WD £10,999 
1E63 Nissan Qqai 1.6 Ace 2WD £9,999 

14/14 Nissan Qqai 1.6 dCi 130 Tekna 4WD £18,799 
1 El 3 Nissan Qqai+21.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WD £10,999 
12/12 Nissan Qqai+21.6 dCi 130 Tek 2WD £11,999 
14/64 Ren Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dyn MedNav £9,999 
1E66 Ren Kadjar 1.5 dCi 110 Dyn Nav £16,999 
1E62 Toyola Rav4 2.2 D-4D XT-R 4WD £11,499 
15/65 Vaux Mokka 1,4T Excl 2WD £12,099 

15/65 Vaux Mokka 1.6 WT Excl 2WD £10,999 
14/14 Vaux Mokka 1.7 CDTi 130 Excl 2WD £10,899 
14/63 VW Tiguan 2.0 TDi 140 BMT 4M0TI0N £15,299 
1 El 3 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT £7,799 

14/14 Citr C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 90 VTR + £7,799 

1 El 3 Rat 500L 0.9 TwinAir Easy £7,199 

15/15 Rat 500L MPW1.3 Multijet Pop Star A £9,799 
15/65 Ford B-Max 1.6 TDCi T £10,699 

1E66 Ford B-Max 1.6 Zetec P/Shift City Pk £10,999 
15/15 Ford C-Max 1.6 TDCi Zetec £10,399 

1E62 Ford C-Max 2.0 TDCi T P/Shift £8,999 
14/14 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec P/Shift £13,999 
14/14 Ford Grand C-Max 1.6 TDCi Zetec £10,799 

10/10 Merc B B1801.7 Sp CVT £7,999 

11/60 Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec A £5,399 

14/63 Peug 30081.6 HDi 115 Act £9,699 

12/12 Peug Partner Tepee 1.6 HDi 112 Outdoor £7,599 
15/64 Ren Scenic XM0D1.5 dCi 110 Dyn £10,499 
13/63 Vaux Meriva 1.4 SE £7,499 

1E63 Vaux Meriva 1,4T 120 SE £7,199 



AvailableCar Cannock 


A5 Watling Street, Cannock 
WS11 1SL 

From Jet 28 M62 take A650 towards Bradford, turn right at the 
first set of lights (2 miles from the Ml) 

0800 804 6685 

Monday: 9am - 9pm 

Tues&Weds: 9am -8pm 
Thursday: 


Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 


9am -9pm 
9am -8pm 
9am -6pm 
10am- 5pm 


Wolverhampton 


Walsall 


Bank Holidays: 9am -6pm 

Sunday: first hour viewing only 


1 Holiday Opening: 

Sat 24th: 

9am - 2pm 

Sun 25th: 

CLOSED 

Mon 26th: 

CLOSED 

Tues 27th: 

9am - 6pm 

Sat 31st: 

9am - 4pm 

Sun 1st: 

CLOSED 

Mon 2nd: 

9am - 6pm 



































MOTORING 



Civic Type R is a race car for the road but but loves behaving in everyday use 


By Sharon Walters 


It’s a tough decision to make but by a fair margin my 
current choice of hot hatch is the excitingly fun to 
drive Honda Civic Type R. 

This race car for the road has been around for about a 
year and marked the start of a new performance era for 
Honda - firmly putting the marque back in the spotlight. 

Fans of the car had to wait five years for the updated 
Type R which has the most extreme and high-performing 
Type R engine ever built, a direct-injected turbocharged 
2.0 litre VTEC TURBO petrol engine which delivers 
power, torque and performance figures unmatched in 
the front-wheel drive hot hatch segment. But it was worth 
waiting for. In the past year it has set new standards and 
is a breathless drive - where you want it to be! 

It is a multi-award winner and a prototype lapped the 
formidable Nurburgring in 7:50.63. 

And to set that in proper context, the time is just 10 
seconds off the pace of the Porsche Cayman GT4. On 
top of that it beat the former front-wheel-drive record of 
7:54.36 set by the Renault Megane RS 275 Trophy-R. 

And that proves just why it is a race car for the road. 

But at the same time this car loves behaving in everyday 
use. 



Hot looks and hot driving in Civic Type R 


I haven’t been lucky enough to take it round any 
race track but can vouch for its performance taking 
on winding country roads - where if you push the +R 
button the dash turns from white to a deep and glowing 
red. That button makes the already firm suspension 30 
per cent stiffer, makes the throttle more responsive and 
the steering weights up. 

The result is an athletic and lithe car wrapped around 
you. It certainly made me feel a lot younger and fitter! 
When you come out of a bend and hit the gas those 
extra sticky low profile tyres do simply glue the car to the 
road. 

My commute to and from work around winding and 
usually deserted country roads in stunning countryside 
is always enjoyable in almost any car. But the Type R 
made me beam and beam and beam. 

For cruising, especially for long distance motorway 
runs, it’s best to put the chassis back into normal mode 
from R making the ride more comfortable. 

Inside the standard Honda Civic Type R (£30,000 on 
the road) has a reasonable level of equipment, including 
19-inch alloy wheels, keyless entry, climate and cruise 
control, a parking camera, LED headlights, hands-free 
Bluetooth phone and deflation warning system. I was 
one up in the GT which has just about everything you 
could want including more safety kit, dual-zone climate 
control, automatic wipers and headlights, all-round 
parking sensors and the all-singing all-dancing Honda 
CONNECT infotainment system (which you also get in 
the R) but with the addition of sat-nav, premium audio 
with 320w and eight speakers and a CD player. 

Plus in both you get performance meters with displays 
of cornering g-forces and 0-62mph sprint times, as well 
as a series of LED gearshift lights that illuminate as you 
get close to maximum revs. 

You also don’t suffer from storage shortages, with 
fair-sized door pockets, a glovebox that can actually 
hold items, a decent central storage area and a coin 
tray. And you can get enough luggage in the boot for 
a holiday. Maybe not enough for a family but plenty for 
two. 

There’s loads of Alcantara, contrast stitching and red 
highlights on the dash, steering wheel and doors. The 
front seats are deep buckets making you think you are a 
racing driver, and while you have to be careful exiting if 
wearing a skirt they are very comfortable. 

From the outside some might say it’s a little too ‘boy 
racerish’ but I loved the deep front bumper with lots of 
scoops and cooling ducts, sexy flared wheel arches with 
massive 19-inch alloy wheels, and my favourite - quad 
exhausts. 


A new year 
is coming 
and we have an 
unbelievable offer 
on the Civic 1.8 
i-VTEC SE Plus Navi 

(while stocks last) 




If you want to add more deposit, it’s no problem just 
give us a call. We’ll get you a competitive quote. 


66 


We won’t sell 
you a car, 
we will help 
you to 


buy one 


99 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
Cannock WS11 0JP 

01543 330724 




Personal Contract Purchase Representative 
Example: Honda Civic Hatchback 1.8 i-VTEC SE 
Plus Navi (Non metallic) 


On the road price 

£20,750.00 

Customer deposit 

£219.00 

Deposit contribution 

£5,431.06 

Total deposit 

£5,650.06 

Amount of credit 

£15,099.94 

Interest charges 

£2,586.75 

Fixed rate of interest 

3.04% p.a. 

Representative APR 

5.9% 

47 monthly payments of 

£219.00 

Optional final payment 

£7,393.69 

Total amount payable 

£23,336.75 

Duration of agreement (months) 

48 

Annual mileage 

6,000 

Excess mileage charge per mile 

4.47p+VAT 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 514 0599 


YOU CAN HAVE 
A MASSIVE 
BRINDLEY 
NEW YEAR 
SAVING OF 
*£5,431.06 
AND THEN... 


DEPOSIT 

9 


PER MONTH 

5.9 % APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 


li E bKESEUlVUAE 


in 


Just some of the features on the 
Civic 1.8 SE Plus Navi: 

• 17" alloys 

• cruise control 

• climate control (a/c) 

• auto headlights 

• auto wipers 

• reversing camera 

• front & rear parking sensors 

• Honda Connect with Garmin® 
sat nav & DAB radio 


THIS OFFER SUPERSEDES ANY PREVIOUS OFFER. 
PICTURE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. 


brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507584 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC SE in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 37.2 (7.6), Extra Urban 54.3 (5.2), Combined 46.3 (6.1). CO 2 emissions 145g/km. 

Figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

‘Saving includes £3,000 Honda UK finance deposit contribution on Civic 1.8 SE plus £2,431.06 Brindley New Year Saving, making a total saving of £5,431.06 (when purchased on Honda Aspirations PCP*). Supersedes any other offer. Terms and 
conditions apply, see http://www.brindley.co.uk/honda/offers/ for full finance details. Finance subject to status. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 18s and over. Guarantee / indemnity may be required. We are Credit Brokers 
not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. W Brindley(Garages) Ltd trading as Brindley Honda WV2 4WW. At the end of 
the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: part exchange the vehicle; (ii) Retain: pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle; or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local_ 


funeral directors 




INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 


Simple Funerals 
from £1,400 


Afordable Funeral 
Packages 

Fleet of Jaguar 
Funeral Vehicles 


Dedicated Private 
Chapels of Rest 

All Areas Covered 

24 Hours a Day 


Pre-Payment 
Funeral Plans 


WE OPERATE A 24 HOUR SERVICE 

01902 33 88 88 

262 Penn Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, WV4 4AD. 

www.edwardjohnfunerals.co.uk 


WOMBOURNE 
FUNERAL SERVICES 

Funeral Directors 

Funerals from £1,350 
plus Disbursments 


Pre-paid plans. 24 hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne & Kinver 
Memorials 

Monumental Masons 
Memorials from £450 

Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


Turn To Us For Help And Support 

1 In your time of need we’ll take care of all the funeral arrangements. 1 

Call us 24 hours a day. 


• Funeral Pre-Payment Plans • Memorials 


Jennings 

Funeral Directors 


01902 352251 


www.jenningsfunerals.co.uk 

Dignity' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 



Funeral Directors of Distinction 
An independent family business 

01902 75 11 11 

“A complete 24hr service from my family to yours” 

H www.jacksonfunerals.co.uk 

Email: info@jacksonfunerals.co.uk 
Members of S.A.I.F Pre-paid Funeral Plans available r 


HOPCRAFTS LOW COST 
FAMILY FUNERAL & 
MEMORIALS - Inscriptions, 
Plaques. Buy direct from our 
Factory Shop. 

Funerals: Adam 01902 420452: 
Headstones: Nora 01902 714530 
or Dudley, Martin 01384 263452 
www.funerals direct.info 
‘Proudly independent’ 


monumental 

masons 


S. A. LOCKETT & SON LIMITED 

337 Tettenhall Rd, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton WV6 OJZ. 01902 751825. 
info@salockettandson.co.uk 
www.salockettandson.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 



A TRADITION 


After advertising 
with the Express & 
Star for many years 
we are very pleased 
with our Classified 
Campaign 

Frank - 
Hopcrafts 


TO DISCUSS YOUR ADVERTISING 
NEEDS PLEASE CALL 

01902 319 191 

AND SPEAK TO ONE OF 
OUR DEDICATED SALES TEAM. 
Brought to you by Express & Star 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


A TRADITION 


We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 
Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met. 

Wombourne 
Funeral Services. 


TO DISCUSS YOUR ADVERTISING 
NEEDS PLEASE CALL 

01902 319 191 

AND SPEAK TO ONE OF 
OUR DEDICATED SALES TEAM. 
Brought to you by Express & Star 



1 


Family 



Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


ARE YOU ON DLA OR PIP’S! 

YOU COULD HAVE A SCOOTER OR ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR ON WEEKLY TERMS! 

mm S m m 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I - \ 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

FOR SALE WILLERBY GRANADA 

2005 double glazing/central 
heating, decking, bargain £12,995, 
07462 343 698 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


MOVE IN BY THE NEW YEAR!! 

Own your own holiday home on 
stunning seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, fantastic facilities. 
Call Paul on 07960 944721. 

STATIC CARAVANS for sale on 
beautiful seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, 2017 site fees inc. 
Finance available* T&C’s apply 
Call Paul on 07960 944721. 

WINTER CARAVAN for sale. Quick 
sale needed. Sited on Brynowen 
Holiday Park. Weekend and 
evening viewings available. 

Call or text 07493 108554. 



Oackson-hateley 

CYCLES 

GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 

Massive Christmas 
giveaway. Book your Cycle 
for Christmas at sale price. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories 
at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 


458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 



RECORDS/CDS/MEMORABILIA 

wanted & sold 50s -90s+ record 
shop wolves wvl 3hl 07760168972 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 




\ 

caravan holidays 

\_ 


SEA SIDE SOMERSET HOLIDAY 

caravans to let. Half price OAPs. All 
caravans overlook the sea 01984 
631 781 www.helwellbay.com 


> 

caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24.995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 


\ 

devon 

v_ 


PAIGNTON 


The Kingswinford 



FAMILY ROOMS AVAILABLE 
CHILD DISCOUNTS 

All rooms en suite 
100 yards to beach and pier 
Contractors Welcome 

01803 558358 

www.kingswinfordhotel.com 



\ 

clairvoyance 

V_I_ 

PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 



Home & 
L Services 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 

for antiques, vintage furniture, 
leather-winged arm chairs 
& chesterfield setees. 


01902 454144 or 
0121 5263375 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 



Aa GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

•WATCHES'COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER'All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 



I 


EAST & WEST 

AID 

Sales, Wholesale and Retail 
Washing Machines from £79 
Gas cookers from £89 
Electric Cookers from £69 
Tumble Dryers from £59 
Fridge Freezers from £89 
Three Piece Suites 

** OPEN ALL OVER NEW YEAR * 


All Beds on 
Special Offer 


Unit 2, Moor Street South, Blakenhall W’ton WV2 3JN 

01902 420030 / 07966 673960 www.eastandwestaid.com 

WE ALSO REPAIR ALL APPLIANCES • OPEN SUNDAY 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 


HELPED 

ME... 

I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 

hesi 



la I 

~appliance repairs| 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

^ building services^ 


A DAMP 
#1 PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & alteration work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07190 286187. 


domestic 

cleaning 


/ft ritf (midlands ltd) 

CLeANyoryou 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


double glazing "j 

repairs| 


S.P.S windows, doors, glass units, 
locks, hinges, repairs / renewal, 
guaranteed. Call 07983 704889. 


drain clearance | 

ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


carpet & upholstery | 
y_ cleaning _| 

A BRILLCLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. OAP discounts. Best Prices. 
Est., 20yrs. Steve 07496 922324. 

ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



“I am very 
pleased with 
my Classified 
Advertising 
Campaign” 

Steve - 
Brill Clean. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


electrical | 
v . services I 

A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 
ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 
ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 
STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 
Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


RTWfly 

rucirvjG 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250/07866 137656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.. - 

Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd,W'bui 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

s\ Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered, 
-afo J&E Heating. 

Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 667632 


gardening 

services 


OAKTREETREE SERVICES 

Covers all aspects of tree surgery, 
grass cutting and hedges. Garden 
clearances, turfing and fencing 

07427 060382 
























































































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


* Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

* Fencing supplied and erected 

* Turf supplied and laid 

* Stumps treated or removed 

* Hedges and shrubs tidied 

* All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

* Jetwashing of your driveways, 
walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 

FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call: _ 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 



GARDEN KINGS All Garden work 
and maintenance, Fencing, Tree 
cutting, Turfing and much more. 
Call: Steve for free quote. 
07774449900 / 01902 238653. 


^ guttering ^ 


A GUTTERING 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 

handyman ^ 

^ services 

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, supply & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

^ house clearances^ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES/SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456/ 
07711661135 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Telephone 01384 
231714 for details. 

^ oven cleaning 'j 

AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 

painters / ^ 

^ decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 

No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 

ADMJ Decorating. City and Guilds. 
No Job Too Small. OAP Discounts 
07855 957935 - 01902 630028. 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07890 879 892 01902 650716. 

CRAIG .CAPEWELL 1 

PAINTING & DECORATING 1 

BEST QUOTES AROUND 

OAPS 20% OFF 

07874 814922 or 01902 632851 

DECORACE Painter & Decorator. 
Quality work at reasonable prices. 
OAP discounts. Free quotes 01902 
635258 07876 135302. 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 829473 / 
07502 396385 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 


A 


Installation, servicing 
and maintenance 
of all your domestic 
gas appliances 


07825 628288 

info@premierheatingandgas.com 


Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 
01902 403823 07811 855231 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


CENTRA HEAT 


CLASSIFIEDS 


We are really happy 
with our Classified 
advertising package 
and the business it 
brings us. 

Martin - 
Centra Heat 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 
01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 


plumbers 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 40 years 
experience. For a free quote 

Call Roy 
07887 495726 
07583 643932 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in January, t&c apply 

A 

A 

01902 845211 

safe 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGS OF THE ROAD REMOVAL 

Single Items/Full loads from £20. 
OAP discount. Andy 07512 
395370, Keith 07545 618231. 


skip hire 


j 



QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 01384 237577 ■ 
019024057451 
07719 6718451 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“We are very 
happy with 
our Classified 
Contract within 
the Express & 
Star and the 
enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


tree services 


S T ROOFING All roofing work 
carried out. Call: 01902 884705 / 
07841 842824 


upholstery 


ABANDON NOT! 

, *1 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 

" ' . WV2 4HX 


www.bilstonupholstery.co.uk 

Your suite / chair re-upholstered or 
repaired. Free Est: 01902 404698. 


roofing 


SF ROOFING 
GUTTERING 

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


|CLIFF MICHOLLS 

Roofing'& Scaffoldinq 

Rubber Roofing 3 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 

(0800) 220 -729 


Types 

Roofing, Chimneys, Guttering, 
Soffits, Faceboards. FREE Estim 
ates. 01902 782005/07415 634461 


A* 


ROOFING AND 
GUTTERING 

•Tile, Slate, Flat, Felt, Firestone Rubber 
•All Repointing & Chimney Repairs 
•UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
•Gutter Cleans and Repairs 
•Extensions and Alterations 
•UPVC Windows & Doors •Carpentry 
•Porches & Canopies *Plumbing & Electrics 
•Kitchens & Bathrooms Refurbishments 
•UPVC Washdowns 


FREE Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 
with all new main Roofs 

T & C’s apply 


We are a Family run business 
Professional and Reliable Service 
All Genuine Quotes Beaten 
OAP Discounts 

For a FREE Friendly Quote [fStitJScS 
8am - 8pm Call: 

01902 722447 



Pets & 
l Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR DOG? 

Sunnyside Kennels 

We take in stray dogs from 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and 
South Staffs areas. 
Please contact us on: 
01902 790618. 

Open Mon-Sat, 11am-4.45pm. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Nfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


TWO BEAUTIFUL Jack Russell 
cross puppies for sale, 1 male, 1 
female, vet checked, first injections. 
£150 each. 07449 236051. 




Business & 
l Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



\ 

accountants 

V___ 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 



gMSESEEg a 

H E33 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


dnsjBsasnsn 

J9accommodation.com 


A 1 BED STUDIO BILSTON. A1 bed 

studio chapel ash 2 bed Fallings 
Park. DSS ok 01902 686605 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 

you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY *Terms and 

Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME. 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Brought to you by 

01902 319191 Express & Star 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 

“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 




rn 






GET 

CUSTOMERS 

MOVING 


ADVERTISE 

Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 







































































































































































































Wolverhampton Chronicle Thursday, December 29, 2016 


“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Jobs 


BRICKLAYERS/BRICKLAYING 
GANGS required. Wolverhampton 
area. Immediate start. Tel: 07790 
901278 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


CV 

MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 


Real opportunities for you 



8 

Motoring 




BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 

Black, 08, MoT November 
2017, 64k miles, HFS alloys, 
CD, AC, Cat D. 

£2,350 ono. 

07730 496811. 



SMART FOR TWO PASSION 

71 Auto 2008, Silver RHD glass 
roof 30,825 miles MOT 2018. 
£30 Tax, RAC Gold Warranty / 
Cover April 2017. 

First To See Will Buy 
£2,450. 

07773 856804. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


★ ★★ 

PEUGEOT 307 


05, MoT February, four new 
tyres, good condition inside and 
out, 107+ miles, good runner. 


£600 o.n.o. 


07515 770277. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


driving tuition 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: 



10 Hours El 25! Four Hours E40! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 





AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

THE JAP MAN Top prices paid for 
cars, vans & 4x4s. All considered 
01902 602090 / 07754 550862 



WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT JOB! 


' CV UPLOAD 

■ JOB ALERTS 

■ CV MATCHING 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



Hollybush Motors 

Buyers of Cars, Vans, MPV’s, 
Prestige, Sports, Classics 
ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED 


07725 428283 



mobile 


y mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 

spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £34.95 

Corsa,Fiesta, Focus, Saxo. 
3 Year Guarantee. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 , WV6 OLE 




LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



ADULT CINEMA 

We’re still here, 
we were the first, 
the best and well be 
here after all the rest! 

The Foxy Lady 
01902490898 
GENTLEMENS DANCE 
BAR OPENING SOON 
01902405522 


CHAMELEONS SPA Relax in our 
premises, 2 jacuzzi’s, steamroom/ 
sauna. Chill out rooms & bar area. 
Open 7 days a week from 2:00pm 
until late. 2 mins from J9/ J10 M6. 
For further details call 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 



'^r 


FreeAds 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Name: 


_ Address: 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


i SS™" Local ClassifiedAds 1 
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Do you need one or more of the following: 

Porch, Canopy, Brickwork, Carpentry, 
Plastering, Conservatory, Flat Roof Tiled, 
Windows, Doors, Any Conversions, 
Decking, Patios etc 

If so call Bill or John - tradesmen not salesmen - 
for your FREE quote or survey. All work guaranteed. 

TEL: 01902 723252 
MOBILE: 07765 111918 

billv582@hotmail.co.uk 


WKB Wolverhampton Kitchens & Bedrooms 


Property Maintenance 


PREMIER 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Roofing and Home Maintenance 

* Gutter repairs 

* All roofing types catered for including mortar work 

* Fitting of UPVC products including guttering, fascias, soffits etc. I 

* Also gutter and pressure cleaning service 


_ 


Mark: 01902 798124* 


07721 924275 



01902 744035 07970 486947 O 



MB } electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 



Flooring 



TILING - FELTING 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs 
EPDM - Rubber Roofing - Fibre Glass 
Roofing uPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work - Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
AND FULLY INSURED 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01543 887928 or 
0800 4748583 

www.rightwaysroofline.co.uk 


J~l ht L Tree Services 

All aspects of Tree Work carried out 
All Areas Covered 

• Trees Felled 

• Reduced and Pruned 

• Conifers and 
Hedges Trimmed 

• Stump Grinding 

• Local Authority 
Approved 

NPTC Certified - Fully Insured 


Tel: 01902 766 304 Mob: 07545 330 633 

24 Southfield Grove, Wolverhampton WV3 8DP 



HEATING & 
PLUMBING 

Natural Gas, Oil 

Boilers, Fires & Cookers 
Service, Repairs, Install, 
Radiator Power Flushing 
Fully Insured 
NO JOBS TOO SMALL 
Simon Ratcliff 
01902 372193 
07794 637159 ^0 

Professional & Reliable 


^ Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.holtomamentalironwork. co, uk 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 




To advertise your business and reach more than 73,000 potential customers.. 


Ifl Call us on... 

E-mail us at... ^1 

r% Post to... I 

01902319641 

J _^m.cartwright@expressandstar.co.uk J | 

1C a Martin Cartwright, Advertisement Dept. 1 

LTJ Express & Star, Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 lES^J 


Evprras 4 Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


your advert call: 

08441381 5936 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


your ad by text 

followed by your first name, date 

__ id your advert (max 155 characters) 

Standard Network rates apply. 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 



0906 500 3957 


your phone company's access 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 



KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, dark, 
blue eyed female with many inter¬ 
ests, OHAC, WLTM interesting male 
for dates, and more. Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425287$ 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
TRACY, 41, outgoing sun worshiper, 
OHAC, employed, looking for her 
Prince Charming to enjoy romantic 
holidays and good times together. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425257 | 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SHARON 36yr old single mum look¬ 
ing for loving guy who will appreci¬ 
ate me and help repair my broken 
heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425283 $ 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
SHELLEY slim N/S 40's female who 
likes the simple things in life so no 
big gestures required, seeking loyal 
loving male for hopeful LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425253 | 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady 
young looking 60s, genuine and 
kind seeks gent with GSOH, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424671 $ 

HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to earth 
lady, 35yrs, shapely brunette, 
seeking someone with GSOH, looks 
unimportant, any age. ACA, I 
promise! Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box 
423035 

HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent any 
age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424493 $ 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3015 Box 
424543 

MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424775 | 

SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate times. 
Special friendship, mutual respect. 
Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 408291 

EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s- 
60s for friendship, possibly much 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425341 $ 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418117 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights 
in, good times, call or text me, you 
won’t be sorry. I’m attractive and 
have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425339 ! 

MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946 ® 


LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette 
seeks gent for laughter, wining din¬ 
ing. Age unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4253371 
JOSIE, sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592 ® 
AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425327$ 

ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
41571051 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like-minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425325 | 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425323 | 

ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark 
hair, blue eyes, loves to dance 
seeks romantic man to share inti¬ 
mate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425221 ! 
CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a gent 
with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424783 ® 

THELMA, 59, slim, petite and Afro 
Caribbean, GSOH, trustworthy, hon¬ 
est and very caring, leave me your 
details if that sounds good to you! 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425195|| 

THAI female 39, very beautiful, 
petite and self sufficient, loves cook¬ 
ing and home making, looking for 
caring, kind man/single dad. Please 
call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425191 | 

PROFESSIONAL lady, mid 60s, 
interests include gardening, theatre, 
walking, days out and travelling, ani¬ 
mal lover, looking for a professional 
gentleman, kind and caring, intellec¬ 
tual and outgoing, with gosh, for 
friendship possibly more, in the 
Stafford area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424569 
SARAH, mature feminine lady, kind 
caring but still has a sensual side, 
hoping to meet like minded, confi¬ 
dent, non smoking gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424777® 

JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424675 ® 

SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, I 
can wine and dine you, you will have 
a nice time, call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424781 ! 
LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired 
female, been hurt in the past seeks 
male to buy her flowers and mend 
her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425041 || 

KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed 
redhead, curvy size 16, likes films, 
football, pubs, reading, seeking like- 
minded male for nights in/out, hope¬ 
fully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425057® 

JULIE attractive 35yr old female 
with a great body, looking for no 
strings attached evening meets. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4250371 

MARY, passionate honest slim blue¬ 
eyed blonde, 39yrs, likes nights 
in/out, looking for affectionate male, 
any age to spend adult fun times. 
Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425009 ® 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded gent 
for nights in, days out and much 
much more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424491 ® 


DONNA, 42, bright bubbly blue 
eyed blonde looking for someone to 
enjoy life and love to the full with. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424873 ® 

SUE, attractive genuine lady, own 
home, loves to spoil a man, give me 
a call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424673 ® 

RETIRED happy, caring, attractive 
female, likes gardening, travel, ani¬ 
mals, comedy, seeks tall, funny, kind 
chap, Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:411459 
SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful 
classy French lady looking for happy 
decent reliable very sexy man for 
lots of TLC and good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424847 || 
SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr 
old female, bored with everyday rou¬ 
tines, WLTM up for some fun dis¬ 
creet and extremely broadminded 
younger male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4248271| 

DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking 
for some fun and adventure with 
similar fun loving mature male. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424799 ® 

CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 
41yrs loves life to the full, hoping 
you will contact me if you want a 
genuine fun time. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424779 ! 

JANE 40's, blonde blue-eyed petite 
build, WLTM understanding discreet 
tall, caring man for daytime meets. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424769 ! 

Single Men 

IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 
50s, likes most things, holidays, 
gardening, motorbikes, WLTM similar 
aged lady, 50-60, with nice 
personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 

MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, 
recovering alcoholic, WLTM some¬ 
one understanding, maybe in the 
same situation for friendship and 
mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425263 
YOUNG looking 63 year old male, 
GSOH, friendly, considerate, attrac¬ 
tive, looking for a naughty female, 
any age/status, for adult fun and 
friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425243 ® 

IRISH gent, 66, GSOH, n/s, wishes 
to meet lady, North Birmingham 
area, for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425269 ! 
JAMES, 59, 5ft11, average build, 
WLTM a Christian lady, 60-70, for 
companionship. Hope to hear from 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425227® 

IRISH male, 62, 5ft 9ins, GSOH, 
independent, seeks genuine female 
for friendship initially. Birmingham 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:403623 

MALE 63, widower, Irish, GSOH, 
tall, independent, seeks special 

lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409243 


MALE 65, GSOH, seeks female for 
friendship and companionship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418389 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own 
home, likes to eat out and in, WLTM 
honest, kind girl for tender, loving 
care and fun times. No timewasters 
please. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424929 ® 

JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 ® 

CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, friendship, 
maybe leading to romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425345 ® 
PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign trav¬ 
el, all expenses paid. I would love a 
traveling companion. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425343 ® 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, genuine 
and Kind WLTM sincere lady to wine 
and dine. Please call. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425335 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. Seeks gen¬ 
uine feminine lady for genuine 
romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425333 ® 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent WLTM 
lady to wine, dine, spoil. I’m kind, 
caring, generous pis call me. Single 
mums welcome. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425331 ! 
GENUINE gentleman, family mind¬ 
ed, kind, generous seeks lady 55-75 
for wining, dining and wine and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425329® 

WIDOWER, 60s, honest, trustwor¬ 
thy, GSOH, likes country walks, 
shows, nights in, restaurants etc, 
WLTM a partner to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425157 

LONELY male seeks partner for 
company and maybe LTR. GSOH 
and very caring. Copd sufferer but 
still likes to enjoy life. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4310699 ® 

MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 356651 

DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, 
easy going, happy, looking for an 
attractive, loving and caring female, 
45-65, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:423073 ® 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, look¬ 
ing for lady to spend life with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424687 || 

BIG is beautiful is larger is lovelier, 
Steve 58, seeking broadminded, 
adventurous BBW for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412031 

MALE, 64, single, n/s, likes music, 
films, driving, nights in, dining out, 
trips, WLTM lady, 50-70, looks unim¬ 
portant, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424927® 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium 
build, likes meals out, music, cine¬ 
ma, sports, driving, seeks female, 
40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 239148 
HONEST male, 60s, N/S, GSOH, 
car owner, seeks female, 55-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416817 
MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S 
seeks female 50-70 for friendship 
and romance. Looks unimportant. 
Likes occasional drink, eating in/out, 
cinema and driving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418893 
ANY mature women over 60 seek¬ 
ing adult fun - this attractive male 58 
will cater for your needs, any size or 
status. Text only. Mailbox: 
5410860 | 

IAN, GSOH, 60, looking for some¬ 
body to go out with and have a good 
time, a good laugh, maybe things 
will move on, I’m young at heart so 
looking for younger female if possi¬ 
ble, NSA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424357® 

MALE, 59, 5ft2, dark hair, looking 
for a lady, 50-60, to share the good 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424759 

WIDOWER, 60s, GSOH, n/s, likes 
places of interest, country walks, 
cats and dogs, music, theatre and 
cinema, still looking for a lady, 
around 55-65, for companionship, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424709 

ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, profession¬ 
al male, 50, GSOH, easygoing, 
enjoys sport, socialising, good com¬ 
pany, looking to meet attractive 
female for fun, adventure and take 
things from there. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424563 



Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 26/12/16 
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LOOKING BACK ON THE SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2016 
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Joe Clarke makes a splash on his way to Olympic gold Wolverhampton gymnast Kristian Thomas Hudson-Smith during the men’s 400m semi-final Swimmer Adam Peaty won Team GB’s first gold medal 


Golden athletes play part in Olympic best 


THOSE who thought London 2012 
would be as good as it ever got for 
British Olympians clearly hadn’t 
reckoned on an even more fantas¬ 
tic performance four years on. 

Rio 2016 proved an unforgettable and 
record-breaking fortnight for Team GB, 
who smashed their previous best haul by 
clinching 67 medals. 

They became the first country to increase 
their medal tally at the Games immediately 
following the one it hosted. The achievement 
also smashed the pre-Games target of 48, set 
by UK Sport. 

Midlands athletes more than played their 
part in the triumph, most notably Stafford¬ 


shire swimmer Adam Peaty, who became 
the first British male to be crowned Olympic 
champion in the pool since Adrian Moorhouse 
in 1988. 

The 21-year-old twice broke his own world 
record en route to winning the 100 metres 
breaststroke, earning GB’s first medal of the 
Games in a time of 57.13 seconds. 

Water was something of a theme through¬ 
out the Midlands medallists, with Stone ca¬ 
noeist Joe Clarke claiming a brilliant gold in 
the kayak K1 event. 

The 23-year-old had qualified third fastest 
for the final but posted a time of 88.53 seconds 
to take first place ahead of Slovenia’s Peter 
Kauzer and Jiri Prskavec of the Czech Repub¬ 
lic. At the time, it was Team GB’s second gold 
of the Games. Clarke, from Stafford and Stone 


By Joe Edwards 


Canoe Club, had qualified for Rio by winning 
trials at Lee Valley White Water Centre but 
was considered something of an outsider for 
a medal, before his stunning performance in 
the semi-finals brought him roaring into con¬ 
tention. In the final, Slovenia’s Kauzer led 
with three canoeists remaining but his lead 
only lasted a few seconds when Clarke set the 
new mark. 

Prskavec was next to go and had he not 
picked up a penalty then the Czech would 
have won gold. 

One of the Games most memorable mo¬ 
ments, from a British perspective at least, 
was provided by Shropshire-based Bryony 
Page’s emotional reaction to claiming trampo- 


lining silver. The 25-year-old, who lives near 
Whitchurch, became the first British woman 
to win a medal in the sport, which made its 
debut at the Games. 

Elsewhere, however it was a case of so 
near yet so far for Wolverhampton’s Kristian 
Thomas and the British men’s gymnastics 
team. 

Edged 

After claiming an historic bronze in the 
team event in London, hopes were high they 
could match that achievement or even go bet¬ 
ter this time around. But after a dramatic and 
nerve-wracking final they were eventually 
edged out of the medals. 

Thomas, who now lives in Cannock, also 
missed out on a medal in the individual floor 


final but saw team-mate Max Whitlock create 
history by becoming the first British male to 
win gold in an individual event, a feat he then 
repeated on the vault. 

On the track, there were mixed fortunes for 
Wolverhampton’s Matthew Hudson-Smith, 
who set a personal best in qualifying for the 
400m final before suffering the pain of dis¬ 
qualification in the 4x400m relay. 

The 21-year-old had taken four-tenths off 
his previous best time in the semi-finals of the 
individual event but could do nothing in the 
final as South Africa’s Wayde ven Niekerk 
broke Michael Johnson’s 17-year-old record 
in the final. 

There was frustration, meanwhile, for Wol¬ 
verhampton sailor Alison Young, who finished 
well out of the medals in the laser radial class. 



Wolves Speedway riders celebrate their Elite League success 



on the 
PlanB 


Club legend 
Peter 
Karlsson 
with the trophy. 
He retired at 
the end of the 
season 


Speedway boss was 


By Tim Hamblin 


NEVER was there a Plan B like it... 

Every January Wolverhampton speedway’s 
sponsors, Parrys International Tours Ltd, 
launch their holiday brochure at the firm’s 
Landywood base. 

Co-promoter Chris Van Straaten and team 
manager Peter Adams attend and invariably 
talk up their side’s chances in the forthcoming 
season. But in 2016 it was immediately apparent 
that they really, really meant it. 

Van Straaten has run Wolves for 30 years and 
Adams went into last season with eight top-flight 
titles under his managerial belt. They have not 
only been round the block but largely built it. 
But there was a barely-suppressed air of excite¬ 
ment around the pair. Even the laidback Adams 
was upbeat. 

A clear-out of the 2015 side - only Swedes 
Freddie Lindgren and Jacob Thorssell survived 
- reinvigorated a man who had thought about 
stepping down as team boss. 

Adams was even happy to admit that Wolves 
had missed out on some of their targets. “In all 
honesty I would say this is our Plan B team,” he 
said. “But hopefully we will have Plan A results.” 

The changes were shrewd. 

The developing Thorssell and Lindgren had to 
stay and the arrival of the latter’s best mate, the 
dependable Joonas Kylmakorpi, could only help 
harmony in the pits. Sam Masters was a big tal¬ 
ent just waiting for a breakthrough year, Mikkel 
Bech a useful second string. Kyle Howarth added 
punch at reserve and Heathens favourite Max 
Clegg was never overawed. Clegg, in passing, 
was to enjoy a fine season at third-tier level with 


Cradley, forming a superb spearhead with 
Ashley Morris. But that pair took 
up a lot of the team building points 
and the Heathens smouldered with¬ 
out ever catching light. They made 
the play-offs but were well beaten in 
the semi-finals by eventual winners Bir¬ 
mingham. 

For Wolves, early wins at derby rivals 
Coventry and then Swindon - where they’d 
lost 60-32 the year before - lifted confi¬ 
dence. 

Bech’s later departure for personal rea¬ 
sons served only to bring in Monmore 
legend Peter Karlsson while Kylmakor- 
pi’s knee injury cemented an unusually 
hard-nosed decision by CVS. Out went 
the Finn - and in came world champion 
Tai Woffinden. 

A 12-point defeat at Poole in the first leg of the 
play-off semi-final appeared to spell the end - no 
side had overturned such a deficit. But at Mon¬ 
more Wolves handed the champions a 20-point 
beating to reach the final against Belle Vue. 

The Aces had topped the Elite League table 
with Wolves finishing third. Yet Adams’ men 
crushed their rivals by 18 points at Monmore 
and held on in a feisty night at the National 
Speedway Stadium in Manchester. 

Ten points of the lead were wiped out quickly 
but a stunning third to first ride by the 46-year- 
old Karlsson steadied the men in black and gold. 

But when the dust settled, Wolves closed it 
out with a race to spare leaving a tearful Karls¬ 
son to announce his retirement from British 
speedway. 

What a night. What a season. I really must 
check in at Parrys next month for Plan A... 






































Ex-Wolves 
star named 
in club’s 
festive fracas 

SHREWSBURY Town legend Ber¬ 
nard McNally has blasted a festive 
fracas at his old club as ‘throwing 
things back in the club’s face’. 

He also claimed the individuals 
involved in the Christmas party 
altercation have let down team¬ 
mates with their behaviour. 

Shrewsbury confirmed there 
had been an altercation at some 
point during the squad’s trip to 
Dublin after reports in a national 
newspaper accused ex-Wolves 
striker Sylvan Ebanks-Blake of 
getting into a scrap with team¬ 
mate Jim O’Brien. 

It is understood the Christmas 
plans were already in place be¬ 
fore Paul Hurst’s appointment as 
Shrewsbury boss in late October 
and no members of the manage¬ 
ment team were part of the trip. 

McNally, who made more than 
250 appearances for Shrews across 
nine years, said: “For the 20 that’ll 
behave okay, there’ll always be one 
or two that spoil the party totally. 

“This will be extremely frus¬ 
trating for Paul because of what 
they’ve done, how they’ve got the 
team spirit and commitment to¬ 
gether, and then something like 
this can be pivotal. It can change 
things so much. 

“Paul will be thinking that 
we’ve made two steps forward and 
now we’ve gone four back. 

“He’ll have to get them all back 
together and let’s hope they can 
because they’ve made many big 
strides recently. 

“For me to hear it as a fan, it’s 
very disappointing. 

“Let’s face it, the club have paid 
a lot of money for the team to fly 
out there and get team spirit and 
really those players involved have 
thrown things back in their face.” 


Ikeme closes 
on new deal 
at Molineux 

WOLVES keeper Carl Ikeme is on 
the verge of securing his long-term 
future with the club, sporting direc¬ 
tor Kevin Thelwell has revealed. 

The 30-year-old shot-stopper, who 
came through the academy, is out of 
contract next summer. 

Ikeme has established himself 
as the club’s No 1 and has publicly 
stated he is keen to sign a new deal. 
Thelwell said positive discussions 
had taken place. 

“We’re not quite there yet but 
we’ve had really good discussions,” 
he said. “Things are progressing 
well and we’d be hopeful of securing 
him for the future.” 

If the Nigeria international puts 
pen to paper, that will leave only 
Mike Williamson whose deal is due 
to expire. Talks are unlikely any 
time soon due to Williamson’s re¬ 
cent injury record. 


Club tees up another shot at glory 


SOUTH Staffs Golf Club will tee up 
for another shot at national glory in 
the new year. 

Led by captain Ian Guest, the 
club battled through nine rounds of 
the Mail on Sunday Classic to join 
three other sides in the finals at the 
El Rompido Golf complex in Spain. 

A total of 3,133 UK golf clubs en¬ 
tered and South Staffs were edged 
out 3-2 by Consett and District Golf 
Club from Durham in the final. 

The appearance in Spain capped a 
South Staffs at the El Rompido Golf complex super season for South Staffs after 



they claimed the Midlands Scratch 
League title for the first time in 
their history. Now Guest and his fel¬ 
low squad members - Richard and 
Tom Hewitt, John Mackie, Steve 
Charlton, Steve Terry and Craig 
Bucknall - are targeting more suc¬ 
cess next year. 

“The competition starts again in 
February and we will definitely be 
entering,” said Guest. 

“This was the fourth time we had 
entered and we had never got past 
the second or third rounds before. 


We won through nine rounds to get 
to Spain. 

“We will be trying to keep the 
same squad of players together who 
all played so well. 

“It was a great achievement to 
reach the final, it would have been 
an anti-climax to have lost in the 
semi-final and then had to play off 
for third and fourth place. 

“The final was a great match. We 
were disappointed to lose but we 
feel we have put South Staffs on the 
map.” 



WALKING down the tunnel on to a 
packed Twickenham before a clash 
with Australia would be a magical 
moment for most Englishmen. 

But for a proud son of the valleys it was no less 
thrilling. 

With 50 years dedicated to Willenhall RUFC 
and Staffordshire rugby, Elfyn Pugh was pre¬ 
sented with an RFU lifetime achievement award 
by England head coach Eddie Jones. 

“It came as a bit of a surprise when I heard 
about it,” the 82-year-old Welshman confessed. 
“But it was a superb moment and a great honour. 

“What I’ve been doing is something I enjoy 
doing, I didn’t expect payment or reward.” 

As well as picking up the award, Pugh was also 
given a tour of England’s rugby union HQ, and he 
said: “That was fantastic. It’s a great place and 
oozes wealth.” 

Pugh was nominated by the Staffordshire 
rugby union, for whom he has been carrying out 
coaching over 43 years. 

And it was a reward for his service to Willen¬ 
hall, a club he helped found from a local works 
team as a player and has seen rise to play in Mid¬ 
lands Three. 


Coached 

Married to Kath, Elfyn has lived in the Black 
Country for more than half a century. 

He qualified as an RFU Preliminary Award 
holder in 1970 and coached at schools across the 
region. 

At Willenhall, Pugh has held the position of 
fixture secretary, secretary, vice-chairman, chair¬ 
man and now president and served on a number 
of county committees. 

He was also president of Staffordshire Rugby 
Union between 2002 and 2004. 

His special day at Twickenham saw him meet 
not only Jones, who has transformed England’s 
fortunes as they target New Zealand’s world re¬ 
cord of 18 straight wins but also Sir Clive Wood¬ 
ward, who was in the commentary box. 

“It was interesting to meet them both, as 
they’ve both had very good England teams,” 

Pugh added. “I think Eddie’s team is better than 
the one that Sir Clive won the World Cup with. 

“As a Welshman I’m a bit jealous, but I have to 
say I think they’ll be world beaters.” Eddie Jones hands Elfyn Pugh his lifetime achievement award 


Elfyn and Kath step out at Twickenham 



Lambert is 
looking for 
more to make 
the grade 

WOLVES boss Paul Lambert 
says he’ll be disappointed if more 
young academy stars don’t break 
into his first team this season. 

Lambert hasn’t hesitated to 
make use of Wolves’ highly-re¬ 
garded academy prospects, hand¬ 
ing debuts to Connor Ronan and 
Harry Burgoyne and starting 
Bright Enobakhare twice during 
his short spell in charge so far. 

And the head coach expects ‘one 
or two’ more to come through be¬ 
fore the end of the campaign. 

“I’d be disappointed if one or 
two more didn’t come through 
before the end of the season,” he 
said. “I think they’re a really good 
group. 

“They seem to play without fear. 
Yes, they need older ones along¬ 
side them to help them, but I’d be 
disappointed if more didn’t come 
through. They will have seen what 
Connor, Bright and Harry have 
done and think ‘well if they can do 
it then we can push’.” 

Attacking midfielder and Eng¬ 
land youth international Morgan 
Gibbs-White, aged 16, is thought 
of as the pick of the next gener¬ 
ation coming through, while it’s 
believed striker Niall Ennis would 
be in and around the first team but 
for a broken leg. 

Midfielder Christian Here and 
defender Connor Johnson are two 
of many others thought to have a 
bright future. 

Lambert said the kids would 
play, regardless of how much first- 
team players had cost. 

“It doesn’t matter to me how 
much somebody costs,” he added. 

“If you don’t perform on Sat¬ 
urday and somebody’s breathing 
down your neck and playing bet¬ 
ter, than I’ll play them.” 
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Ronan sets 
new goal as 
deal extended 

YOUNG Wolves star Connor Ronan 
has targeted a first team start after 
signing a new contract. 

The Irish midfielder has signed on 
until 2019, with Wolves having the 
option of an extra year. Goalkeeper 
Harry Burgoyne, who recently made 
his first-team debut, has also signed 
until 2019. Striker Donovan Wilson 
has penned a deal to 2018. 

Ronan, the academy player of the 
year for 2015/16, said: “Ever since I 
arrived I have been setting myself 
little goals. This season it was about 
trying to earn a new contract and 
maybe get a first-team appearance. 

“Now have to go again and aim to 
get a start for the first team between 
now and the end of the season.” 

Sporting director Kevin Thelwell 
said: “We are really pleased to have 
signed all three players to longer 
contacts.” 



Pick a three-night weekend break 
or a four-night midweek break. 

Choose from over 170 parks 
across the country. 


see all participating parks at: 
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Stearman’s 
staying put 
says Lambert 

WOLVES boss Paul Lambert will look to 
do his business early in January - but 
said Richard Stearman was going no¬ 
where. 

The transfer window opens on New 
Year’s Day and Lambert will look to trim 
his squad while adding a couple of first- 
team additions, preferably with Champi¬ 
onship experience. 

The Wolves boss said he and Kevin 
Thelwell would be going through their 
transfer shortlist. 

“We’ll try and do early business in 
January,” he said. “Things take time but 
if we can get one or two in that would 
be helpful. 

“We’re on the same hymn sheet, which 
is important for any football club.” 

Twelve players were signed last sum¬ 
mer, but Lambert said: “That can’t hap¬ 
pen again. We need to bring one or two 
in who are going to play.” 

Reports elsewhere had suggested Lam¬ 
bert was looking to get rid of six players 
in January including Richard Stearman, 
who is on loan from Fulham. 

The Cottagers have the option of re¬ 
calling Stearman during the window but 
Lambert said from Wolves’ point of view 
they had no plans to send the centre-half 
back. There was also a suggestion that 
Prince Oniangue, a £2m summer sign¬ 
ing, was also earmarked to leave. 

But Lambert said: ”I’ve barely seen 
the lad play. I haven’t even decided who 
will go out and then if anyone will want 
to take them.” 

Defender Ethan Ebanks-Landell re¬ 
turned temporarily so Lambert could 
run the rule over him. 

Ebanks-Landell is on loan at Sheffield 
United, where he is expected to stay 
until the end of the season. 

Lambert said: “I wanted to see Ethan 
in training for a couple of days. I’ll have 
a look at him - but I don’t want to bring 
him back if he’s not going to play.” 

Entertainment is 
name of the game 
for wolves manager 

PAUL Lambert hailed Wolves’ great en¬ 
tertainers following the Boxing Day win 
over Bristol City at Molineux. 

The thriller offered almost as much 
entertainment as Wolves’ last Molineux 
match, the 4-4 draw with Fulham. 

And Lambert said: “The entertain¬ 
ment value is unbelievable! 

“These games are great, that’s what 
people want to watch football for. 

“When you get a crowd like that and 
the atmosphere...I’d rather go through 
that than a boring 1-0. 

“The way we played and how exciting 
we looked going forward was fantastic. 
We’re a threat going forward.” 

There were great scenes at full-time 
when the team led a ‘Bodvarsson clap’ 
in front of the South Bank. 

Lambert added: “It can be an unbe¬ 
lievable place to play football here. 

“It’s only my third home game. 

“The Fulham game was unbelievable 
and we should have held on. Sheffield 
Wednesday we didn’t do enough. But 
every game has been exciting. 

“Everything at the club at this minute 
is really good.” 


Shelvey race abuse ban welcomed 



Romain Saiss 


WOLVES have welcomed a five- 
match ban dished out to New¬ 
castle midfielder Jonjo Shelvey 
for racial abuse towards Ro¬ 
main Saiss. Shelvey was also 
fined £100,000. 

Moroccan midfielder Saiss - a 
summer signing from Angers 
was targeted during the 87th 
minute of Wolves’ 2-0 win at St 
James’ Park on September 17. 

The matter was reported to 
match referee Tim Robinson 
after the game, but it took until 
November 8 for the Football 


Association to complete its in¬ 
vestigation and bring a charge 
due to Saiss’s limited under¬ 
standing of English. 

A Wolves issued a statement 
read: “Wolves welcome the ver¬ 
dict following the FA’s inves¬ 
tigation into an allegation of 
abusive and/or insulting words 
towards one of the club’s play¬ 
ers in the fixture at Newcastle 
United in September.” 

Shelvey had denied the 
charge at an Independent Reg¬ 
ulatory Commission hearing in 


Birmingham and maintained 
his innocence. However, he has 
decided not to appeal. 

In a statement he said: “I 
am very disappointed and frus¬ 
trated with the outcome of the 
hearing. I strongly maintain 
that I did not use the offensive 
language that has been alleged. 

“Despite my strong disap¬ 
pointment, we think an appeal 
is very unlikely to change the 
panel’s decision on the case, so 
I have decided not to take that 
option.” 



Jonjo Shelvey 


FESTIVE TREAT 
AT MOLINEUX 



Ivan Cavaleiro steps up to score Wolves’ winner from the penalty spot on Boxing Day 


Wolves 3 Bristol City 2 

THERE’S never a dull moment 
with Wolves is there? 

Even under the so-called dour Scot 
Paul Lambert, Wolves can’t fail to be a 
thrillingly entertaining club to watch, 
on and off the field. 

That’s 13 goals in two matches at Molineux. 
And a sorely-needed victory too - Wolves’ first at 
home since September, writes Tim Spiers. 

Two successive victories have propelled them to 
15th in the table, some eight points clear of the 
drop zone, just a couple of weeks after it looked 
like they were in a relegation dogfight. 

Those fears haven’t been eradicated completely 
of course, but if Wolves continue to show this 
fighting spirit - coupled with some Portuguese 
magic in the former of Helder Costa and Ivan 
Cavaleiro, who were again excellent - they won’t 
be anywhere near the bottom three. 

Shoddy defending had undone an impressive 
first 30 minutes in which Wolves looked in con¬ 
trol. Either side of half-time, they were depress- 
ingly fragile at the back yet again. 

Confident 

But they weathered the storm, barged their 
way in front and just about saw out four minutes 
of added time. 

Wolves started in confident mood and were in 
front inside three minutes. 

Helder Costa’s inswinging corner was met by 
David Edwards at the near post and he flicked a 
header past Frank Fielding. 

For the opening half an hour Wolves were by 
far the better team. They played with intensity, 
winning the ball back with impressive regularity, 
while they moved the ball around briskly in mid- 
field with Jack Price in fine form. 

Up front, Helder Costa, Bright Enobakhare and 
Ivan Cavaleiro, as they had at Forest, all looked 
to run at the opposition and take players on. 

Cavaleiro was doing it for fun, albeit often tak¬ 
ing one touch too many, but he was the player 
looking most capable of providing something 
special. On 20 minutes, he almost created a 
second, skipping inside and forcing a good save 
from Fielding - the ball then fell to Edwards, 


who should have scored, but scuffed his rebound 
straight at the keeper from six yards. 

Wolves were looking comfortable - but defen¬ 
sive frailties soon reared their ugly head and 
City scored twice in just six minutes to stun the 
hosts. On 38 minutes they equalised. A ball for¬ 
ward reached dangerman Tammy Abraham - his 
touch took him past a wrong-footed Danny Batth 
and then the striker lashed past Carl Ikeme with 
a good finish. 

And before half-time, despite controlling much 
of the first half, Wolves were behind. Aden Flint 
beat Richard Stearman to a corner from the left 
to head home from a few yards out. Wolves began 


the second half on the back foot and were fortu¬ 
nate not to fall further behind. But they survived 
- and just before the hour they were level again 
thanks to a special goal. 

Conor Coady got to the bye-line and crossed 
deep - Costa met it with a thunderous first-time 
left-footed volley from 12 yards that flew past 
Fielding. Wolves were galvanised and with five 
minutes left completed their comeback. Mason’s 
flick was handled by Flint in the box and Cava¬ 
leiro stepped up to beat Fielding. 

With the final kick of the match it looked like 
they had blown it, but clearances from first Batth 
and then by Richard Stearman saved them. 


Costa looks 
unlikely to 
stay at club 

WOLVES have an option to buy Helder 
Costa next summer, but any permanent 
deal looks unlikely. 

The Portuguese winger has been a 
revelation since joining on loan from 
Benhca and is the club’s top scorer. 

There are deals in place to buy both 
Costa and fellow Benhca loanee Joao 
Teixeira, who are at Molineux until the 
end of the season. 

However, in Costa’s case he is unlikely 
to make a permanent switch if Wolves 
aren’t in the Premier League. 

It’s not known how much the deal 
would cost. But sporting director Kevin 
Thelwell said the price of buying Costa 
and his growing reputation would count 
against Wolves if they didn’t secure an 
unlikely promotion this season. 

Thelwell said of the 22-year-old 
winger: “Helder is an outstanding player 
but it’d be difficult if we were outside the 
Premier League. 

“In terms of both the finances of the 
deal and Helder’s growing reputation it 
would be difficult. With any deal you’ve 
got to have a boy who wants to be here. 

“But every time I speak to anyone 
about our team the first person they ask 
about is Helder. 

“He’s done great and wherever pos¬ 
sible we would want to secure deals to 
keep our best players at the football 
club.” 

The future of Teixeira remains uncer¬ 
tain, with the young midfielder having 
featured sporadically of late. 

Wolves have five loanees in total - the 
maximum allowed in a matchday squad. 

Meanwhile, Wolves have sold more 
than 2,500 tickets for their FA Cup trip 
to face Premier League Stoke City on 
January 7. 

The club has an allocation of 4,600 for 
the Midlands derby. Tickets are priced 
£ 20 . 

Henry may Trot off 
on loan for season 

WINGER James Henry is likely to be al¬ 
lowed to stay at Bolton for the rest of the 
season, boss Paul Lambert has revealed. 

Henry is due back at Molineux in early 
January, having joined the Trotters on 
loan in late August. But Lambert has in¬ 
timated he is prepared to let the 2 7-year- 
old stay with the League One club. 

Henry was shipped out on loan by pre¬ 
vious boss Walter Zenga following the 
arrivals of Ivan Cavaleiro, Helder Costa 
and Ola John. 

Lambert said: “The ball’s in their 
court at the moment, they could extend 
it (to the end of the season). I’m proba¬ 
bly more likely to go that way.” 
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^mbonrne Windows 

Would like to wish all our customers old and new a Happy New Year 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


*0ffer available at time of quotation call 
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Moriock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South staffs wvs oal Telephone: 01902 897000 (See you in the New Year when we re-open on Tuesday 3rd January) 
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6 easy steps to buy your handmade made to measure sofa. 

nnnnz 

<i=*=7 

® ® 

© © © 

© © 

© 



Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 

Step 5 

Step b 

Bring your sizes 

Select from 50 designs 

Choose from over 

Leave only a 10% 

Pay the remaining 

Save hundreds of 

to our showroom 

all available as corner 

2000 fabrics 

deposit on your sofa 

balance on delivery 

pounds when buying 


sofas and bed sofas 




direct from the 






manufactures 


Excellent customer 
forums, check us out 
•&&£&& rated 


Check out our forums on the 
Best of Wolverhampton 


SOFA 

FACTORY OUTLET 

CUSTOM MADE SOFAS 

TELEPHONE: 

01902 425 225 


Showroom: 

Thomas St, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands WV2 4JS 
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FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Opening times: Monday - Saturday 10.30am - 5pm; Sunday 10.00am - 4pm 


20 years , 
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local awards 2015 most loved business in 
the category of furniture 
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Sofa Factory Outlet 


At The Sofa Factory Outlet in Thomas 
Street, Wolverhampton, you’ll find the 
best value, high quality, beautiful and 
comfy sofas combined with the best 
customer service in the industry. 

They now stock a fantastic range of leather sofas from Italy. 

This complements their existing handmade sofa’s that are 
manufactured locally in the Black Country by skilled craftsmen 
and guaranteed for up to 10 years. 

The combination of both ranges will ensure that you will be able 
to choose a sofa that’s perfect for you. In addition, their “Price 
Promise” is your assurance that wherever you go, you won’t beat 
The Sofa Factory Outlet on price. 

The team at the Sofa Factory Outlet understand how difficult the 
process of choosing a new sofa can be, so they go out of their 
way to provide you with all the help you’ll need to make sure you 


get exactly what you want. Their 20 years’ experience in helping 
people to make the right choice combined with their unrivalled 
customer service, means you’ll be glad you chose them. Don’t 
be deceived by external appearances - the factory outlet shop in 
Thomas Street is a veritable Aladdin’s Cave of sofas with a huge 
range of styles, sizes and fabrics to choose from - and if one 
of them is ‘nearly’ right for you, their ‘made to measure’ service 
means they can alter the size, proportions and cushion filling until 

it is just perfect for your needs. 

Here’s 10 good reasons why to choose 
The Sofa Factory... 

1. Exceptionally well made, stylish comfy sofas 

2. Great value - a fraction of the price of similar 

3. Bespoke sofas, hand made for individual customers 


4. Beautiful, natural fabrics selected from the top mills to keep 
costs down 

5. Over 2000 fabrics to choose from at no extra cost 

6. 10 year frame construction guarantee 

7. All sofas are ‘made to measure’ and ‘made to last’ 

8. A second to none delivery service 

9. Price Promise - they won’t be beaten on price 

10. Hand made in the Black Country by skilled craftsmen 
...arid of course, because they care and they love their customers! 

Don’t just take their word for it though; check out the 
customer reviews on thebestofwolverhampton website. 



Thomas Street 
Wolverhampton 
West Midlands WV2 4JS 


Open 10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 - 425-225 
































6 easy steps to buy your 
handmade made to measure sofa. 



Step 1 

Bring your sizes 
to our showroom 


Step 2 Step 3 

Select from 50 designs Choose from over 
all available as corner 2000 fabrics 
sofas and bed sofas 
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Leave only a 10% Pay the remaining Save hundreds of 
deposit on your sofa balance on delivery pounds when buying 

direct from the 
manufactures 




Quality fabric & leather Sofas 


only at the Sofa Factory outlet 
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Wolverhampton 
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